Inter-Faith Prayer Service 

Leader : God our Father, bless all people who search for you, both in the past and in the present.

Help us to learn from those who come from different traditions than our own.

Student 1: Buddhism reminds us to take time out of this busy world to find out what is important in our life.

All: We thank you, God, for the gift of silence.

Student 2: Hinduism challenges us to show respect for all living things.

All: We thank you, God, for the gift of life.

Student 3: Islam puts before us the call to pray.

All: We thank you, God, for the opportunities that are offered when we come together as a class to pray.

Student 4: Judaism stresses the importance of respect for the one God who is the creator of the Universe.

All: We thank you, God, for the gift of the fertile world around us.

Student 5: All Christians are united in their faith in Jesus Christ, who came to bring us eternal life.

All: We thank you, God, for the gift of your Son.

Leader Lord, we recognise that there are many areas of religious conflict in the world today. We turn to you as we try to be part of the solution, not part of the problem. Through learning about people of other faiths, we hope to deepen our own faith. Guide us on this path towards a greater understanding of one another. Help us to witness to your endless love for all people. Like the person in the reflection we have just listened to, let each one of us see that we must begin by changing our own heart and mind.

Reflection on Religious Conflict

Student lights a candle in a central place/on the altar.

Leader: As we light our candle, may God bring us the light of understanding. (Pause)

The search for God leads people to the search for right living.

How are we to live? How are we to change the world so that it may be what God wants?

Let us listen now to the reflection of one wise person.

Reader
 When I was a young girl, I wanted to change the world. I found it was difficult to change the world, so I tried to change my nation. When I found I couldn’t change the nation, I began to focus on my town, and as an older woman I tried to change my family. 

Now, as an old woman, I realise the only thing I can change is myself, and suddenly I realise that if long ago I had changed myself, I could have made an impact on my family. My family and I could have made an impact on our town. Their impact could have changed the nation, and I could indeed have changed the world.

Teacher/Leader: Father of all, your wisdom knows no bounds and your care for us is eternal and unconditional. We are all equally important to you, we are all equally precious.

Give us an eye for the beauty in every culture, an ear to catch your voice in every accent. Give us the insight to discover traces of your design in the traditions of every creed and nation. Lift up our sights to your heavens.

Just as the rainbow would be incomplete without even one of its colours, our world would be much poorer without one element of its marvellous diversity.

Amen.

Reader
 ‘Violence never again!

War never again!

Terrorism never again!

In God’s name,

may all religions bring upon earth

justice and peace,

forgiveness, life and love!’

(Pope John Paul II)

All  Amen.
