6th Class Graduation Prayer Service 2021
Welcome

Opening Hymn
City of God, GIL, page 280, Teacher’s Manual
Symbols

We have been part of this school community for eight years. We came with our many undiscovered God-given gifts and talents. Our teachers and parents have helped us to discover and to celebrate the gifts we have received from the Holy Spirit.  The following symbols represent some of the many gifts and talents we have discovered within ourselves and have learned to use well for our own good and the good of others. 

Suggestions: 
· The Class photos represent the gift of friendship.

· Family photo-our homes are our first place of learning.

· School books-representing the learning which has occurred for each person.

· A football and basketball – representing the gift of sport and good team play.

· Religion book and crucifix (picture of patron saint of school) representing the gift of faith shared in this Catholic school.

· Flowers representing the way by which our school community cares for the world in which we live and how we have learnt to appreciate its’ beauty.

· Symbol of taking a new step on our journey of life.

· Images from news that was evident and impacted on school- eg COVID 19

Opening Prayer

Lord, we come before you, 
as members of our school community, 

a vital part of ____________ Parish community,  

to celebrate the end of a part of life’s journey 

for those who are graduating from sixth class.

All our gifts come from God and 

we now celebrate our use of those gifts discovered through education.

We make our prayer through Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Alleluia: 
GIL, page 450, Teacher’s Manual 
Reading of the Gospel story (read prayerfully, slowly)

The Walk to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) 

On that same day two of Jesus’ followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking to each other about all the things that had happened. As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them; they saw him, but somehow did not recognise him. Jesus said to them, ‘What are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?’ They stood still, with sad faces. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have been happening there these last few days?’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,’ they answered. ‘This man was a prophet and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he said and did. Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was crucified. And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! Besides all that, this is now the third day since it happened. Some of the women of our group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb, but could not find his body. They came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive. Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had said, but they did not see him.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the prophets said! Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and then to enter his glory?’ And Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets. As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther; but they held him back, saying, ‘Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is getting dark.’ So he went in to stay with them. He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognised him, but he disappeared from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Wasn’t it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?’ They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven disciples gathered together with the others and saying, ‘The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to Simon!’ The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had recognised the Lord when he broke the bread.

Reflect on their journey through primary school. (perhaps this could be pre prepared by children, staff, parents so as to share) 

1. A memory that stands out

2. Something that was learnt

3. Challenges met

4. Hopes for what lies ahead

5. What we thank God for

Blessing of young people as they leave Primary School
We give thanks to God for the gift that you have been to our school community.

May you treasure your gifts and talents and use them well for your own good and the good of all whom you meet.

May you know God’s great love for you and always believe and trust that He has a great plan for you. 

May you always treasure the gift of faith and continue to grow in friendship with Jesus.

May God bless you as you set out on the next part of your journey in life.

We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.

All: Amen.

Blessing of young people as they leave Primary School

We give thanks to God for the gift that you have been to our school community.

May you treasure your gifts and talents and use them well for your own good and the good of all creation.

May you know God’s great love for you and always believe and trust that He has a great plan for you. 

May you always treasure the gift of faith and continue to grow in friendship with Jesus.

May God bless you as you set out on the next part of your journey in life.

We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.

All: Amen.

Presentation- certificates or token
Hymn: Where your treasure is, page 391, Teacher’s manual
Intercessions

1. Let us pray for our parents and guardians. We give thanks for guiding us and encouraging us. May they know the good that they do and find strength in knowing. Lord hear us
2. Let us pray for our children, that they may know God’s love for them and share and live in God’s hope for them wherever they are. Lord hear us
3. Let us pray for our teachers, that they may always follow Jesus’ example and feel joy in the good they do. 

Lord hear us

4. Let us pray for all our loved ones who are sick, that they may be healed. Lord hear us
5. Let us pray for all who care for those in need and we pray especially for those who gave care so that others might feel healing. We remember in particular all who cared for the victims of COVID 19. Lord hear us
6. We pray for all leaders in our country and in our Church. May they be guided by truth and justice for all of life. Lord hear us
7. Let us pray for all our loved ones who have died, that they may share in the joy of God’s kingdom. Lord hear us
We bring all the prayers of the world before God in the words of the Our Father. 
Our Father.......
Closing Prayer

May God, the Father protect us,

Jesus continue to teach us

and the Holy Spirit guide us lovingly 
to live well the life God has given us. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
All: Amen.

Closing Hymn
Spirit-Filled Day, page 442, Teacher’s Manual
