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	Lesson
	Learning Objective

Fifth Class                   Grow in Love                                     Term 2
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song/Chant
	Journal
	Prayer

	5. Conscience  
	1. We Can Hear God’s Voice Within Us
	That the children would be enabled to: 

Understand
 • Recall that God loves us unconditionally. 

• Understand that we choose to be the sort of person we are.

                  • Identify conscience as God’s voice deep within our being that      guides us on what is right and what is wrong, leading us to true happiness. 

                 • Reflect on the message behind the story of Jesus and the rich young man

Communicate
 • Talk about the kind of people they are now and the kind of people they would like to become.

• Discuss what conscience means. 

• Share their responses to the poem ‘The Voice Within’.

  Participate 

• Sing ‘Make a Good Choice’ together. 

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme. 

• Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 

• Feel assured of God’s unconditional love for them always. 

• Become more aware of God’s call to them to be the best person they can possibly be.
	STORY • ‘A Tale of Two Seeds’
	Jesus and the Rich Young Man (Mt 19:1617, 20-22)
	SONG • ‘Make a Good Choice’, (CD 1, track 12, p. 198)
	MY CONSCIENCE 
Ask the children to read the section titled ‘Becoming the Person God Calls You to Be’ on page 51 of their book. Then invite them to complete the Journal Exercise on that page, which asks them to use words and/or drawings to record some of the good things that their conscience prompts them to do in their day-to-day life.
	• Psalm 139

• Praying over moral decisions

	5. Conscience  
	2. Our Conscience Develops As We Grow
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand 

• Explore how the choices they make influence the kind of person they will become. 

• Understand that people grow in their awareness of what is right and good gradually over time. 

• Recognise the people in their life who guide them in knowing what is good and what is evil.

Communicate 

• Articulate how they have grown in their understanding of what is right and what is wrong. 

• Illustrate how, through the choices they make every day, they can choose what is right and true, and so help to make their own lives better and also help to make the world a better place.

Participate

• Sing ‘More Than Just’ together. 

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme. 

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	That the children would also:

 • Grow in their awareness of what is right and good in their lives. 

• Grow in the realisation that God calls them to live good lives and that doing so is a lifelong task. 

• Reflect on how we nourish our conscience, God’s voice within us, through prayer, reading God’s Word in the Bible and receiving the sacraments.
	STORY • ‘Jamie’s Conscience’
	Jesus and the Rich Young Man (Matthew 19:16-17, 20-22)

Psalm 139
	•  ‘More Than Just’ (CD 1, track 13, p. 199)
	SOMEONE WHO HELPS ME 
Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 55 of their book, which invites them to write about someone who helps them to learn what is right and what is wrong.
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	6. Social Justice 
	1: Jesus Teaches Us to Act Justly  
	That the children would be enabled to: 

Understand

 • Explore how followers of Jesus are called to treat others with love and respect. 

• Engage critically about Jesus’ interaction with the woman at the well. 

• Identify Jesus as a friend of the outcast. 

• Explore what unjust discrimination means. 

• Reflect upon the similarities between the positive actions of Jesus and their own social interactions. 

• Reflect on the social responsibility of being a Christian in the world today.

Communicate

 • Talk about the story of the woman at the well and identify, in the action of Jesus towards her, qualities of respect, fairness and compassion.

• Discuss how compassion and tenderness are elements of social justice, and how to live them today.

Participate

 • Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

 • Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also: 

• Desire to live and act with justice and love towards God and neighbour. 

• Grow in their appreciation of how they should respect the world, other people and God.
	POETRY ACTIVITY 
• ‘Life Is …’
	God’s Loving Plan of Salvation 

• Gen 1:1-3. First creation story 

• Job 12:7-9. Creation as a sign of God’s glory and power • Is 42:1-4. Jesus anointed by the Holy Spirit to help the weak and suffering

Jesus’ Public Life 

• Mk 3:13. Jesus sends out twelve disciples preaching 

• Mt 5:1-14. Sermon on the Mount (Beatitudes)
• Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (Jn 4:5-19, 25-30

	
	• HOW I FEEL RIGHT NOW!
 Invite the children to draw/record what they are feeling right now in their Religious Education journal
• IMAGINE! Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 59 of their book, which invites them to imagine that they have to leave their home in a hurry to go to a place they do not know, and that they have been given just five minutes to pack. They are to 

draw a picture in their Religious Education journal to show how they are feeling.
WORKING FOR JUSTICE
 • Invite the children to write a short paragraph in their Religious Education journal on how all Christians can work together to promote 

fairness, justice and protection of the planet. 
• Encourage the children to share their ideas with the rest of the class.
	• Act of Love 
• An Phaidir
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	6. Social Justice
	2: Jesus Teaches Us the Beatitudes
	That the children would be enabled to: 
Understand

 • Look upon the Beatitudes as a blueprint for the values and attitudes that we should live by. 
• Identify a personal set of values and attitudes in light of the Beatitudes. 
• Engage critically with the Beatitudes and the New Commandment in terms of their own experience.

Communicate 

• Reflect on and discuss the actions and words of Jesus as examples of values and attitudes that we should try to imitate. • Reflect on and discuss what it means to be a Christian today in light of the Beatitudes and 

the New Commandment. • Share their responses to the poem ‘Beatitudes’. 

Participate

 • Sing the song ‘The Beatitudes’ together. 
• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.
 • Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:
 • Desire to develop the attitudes that Jesus identified in the Beatitudes.
 • Respond to the invitation to love and work for justice that Jesus gives us in the Beatitudes.
	‘Beatitudes’
A Bad Day for Joe!
	• The Beatitudes (Mt 5:312)
	• ‘The Beatitudes’
	•  MY BEST SELF 

Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 62 of their book, which invites each child to draw an outline of themselves, and to add colours, symbols and/or words inside or around the outline to describe what they are like when they are being their best self.
GOOD WAYS TO LIVE
 • Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 64 of their book, which invites them to record, using words and/or images, some of the ways in which people can live by the Beatitudes, the Ten Commandments and the New Commandment today.
	

	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective

Fifth Class                           Grow in Love                                     Term 2
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song/Chant
	Journal
	Prayer

	6. Social Justice
	3: We Are Called to Care for Our Common Home
	That the children would be enabled to: 
Understand 

• Recognise the interconnectedness between God, human beings and the natural world. 
• Discuss the Creation story from Genesis 1 and consider what it tells us about the role of human beings. 
• Reflect on the key messages in Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home.

Communicate

 • Reflect on and describe some of the things that damage and destroy the earth. • Identify some steps they can take to protect the planet from further damage.

• Share their responses to the poem ‘Environmental Change’.

Participate 

• Sing ‘God Has Given Us the Earth’ together.
 • Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.
 • Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:
 • Realise that they are called to be partners with God in the ongoing work of creation.
 • Appreciate how and why they should respect the world, themselves, other people and God.
 • Desire to counteract influences that damage or destroy the natural world.
	•‘Environmental Change’
	The Story of Creation (Adapted Gen 1:1-31)
	‘God Has Given Us the Earth’
	• OUR COMMON HOME
 Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 68 of their book, which invites their personal response to Pope Francis’ reminder to us, in Laudato Si’, of the need to care for the earth, ‘our common home’. They are invited to mention, too, some of the things people could do to take better care of the earth.
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	Seasonal/ Additional Material: Lent
	Lesson 2: Lent: A Time for Reflection
	That the children would be enabled to: 
Understand

 • Explore the concept of taking time out from their busy lives for prayer and reflection. 
• Know the story of the temptation of Jesus in the desert. 
• Situate Lent and Ash Wednesday and the rest of Lent within the Liturgical Year. 
• Understand the meaning behind Lent and how it mirrors the time Jesus spent in the desert.
 • Know what the Church asks of us during Lent.

Communicate

 • Talk about Lent as a time to reconnect with the goodness that God sees in us. • Share ideas about things they might do during Lent. 

Participate

 • Sing ‘Jesus, Remember Me’ together. 
• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme. 
• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also: 
• See themselves as part of a Church community, the People of God, that nourishes and supports faith. 
• Desire to direct their lives towards God, to love God and others, and to seek the truth. • Examine their conscience. 
• Renew their commitment to live as Jesus asked.
	
	The Temptation of Jesus (Lk 4:1-13)
	‘Jesus, Remember Me’
	•DESERT BLOG 
Invite the children to write a desert blog titled ‘My desert: … (name/title for the desert)’. They are to imagine that they have spent a weekend in the desert, and write a blog about the experience of being by themselves.
•MY LENTEN PROMISE
Each week during Lent, invite the children to write a promise about something they will do that week into their journal
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	St Patrick
	Lesson 3

Remembering St Patrick
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES That the children would be enabled to: Understand • Explore the concept of cultural heritage and appreciate that different traditions and cultures enrich our lives and contribute to our identity. • Know some of the stories, traditions and places associated with St Patrick. • Recall stories of other saints from the Celtic tradition.

Communicate • Share stories of traditions within their own families. 

• Talk about how their family celebrates St Patrick’s Day.

Participate • Sing ‘Hail Glorious St Patrick’ together. • Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme. • Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	FAITH FORMATION GOALS That the children would also: 

• Be inspired by the faith of St Patrick and their Christian ancestors. 

• Pray St Patrick’s Breastplate.

	Chinese and Irish Traditions Meet
St Patrick and King Laoghaire’
St Patrick’s Purgatory


	
	- Hail Glorious St Patrick
- Christ Be Beside Me
	Let’s Doodle! Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 122 of their book, which invites them to choose three words to describe what is best about their family/the people they live with

What might St Patrick think?
Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 123 of their book, which invites them to write a paragraph about what they imagine St Patrick would feel about how St Patrick’s Day is celebrated in Ireland today.

Write a Blog

Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 124 of their book, which invites them to imagine that they have been to Lough Derg and to write a blog telling their friends what it was like. 


	St Patrick’s Breastplate
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	7. Holy Week and Easter
	Lesson 1: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
	That the children would be enabled to:
 Understand 

• Reflect on why visiting a place might give a person a deeper understanding of an event that happened there.
 • Recognise that Zechariah’s prophecy about the Messiah riding in to Jerusalem on a donkey was fulfilled by Jesus.

Communicate 

• Share their responses to Scripture readings and video clips that describe Jesus’ Passion and death. 
• Imagine and describe Jesus’ feelings at 

various times during his Passion. • Share their responses to the poem ‘The Washing of the Feet’.

Participate 

• Sing ‘The Wood of the Cross’ together. • Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme. • Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also: 
• Participate in the Church’s celebration of Holy Week
	“The Washing of the Feet” 


	Jesus’ Public Life 

• Mk 3:13; Mt 10:1-42. Jesus sends out twelve disciples preaching

• Lk 24:49; Jn 16:12-15. Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit 
• Jn 14:15-17. 
Spirit as Advocate   
• Jn 14:25-26. 
The Advocate will teach you everything

Jesus’ Passion and Death

 • Mt 26:20-30. Last Supper 
• Mt 26:36-46. Agony and acceptance of God’s will 

• Mt 26:47-56. Arrest of Jesus 
• Mt 26:57-68; Mt 27:11-26. Trial before Sanhedrin and Pilate • Lk 22:54-62; Mt 26:69-75 Peter’s denial of Jesus
Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension

 • Lk 24:36-49. Jesus appears to eleven disciples
 • Jn 20:1-18. Mary and Peter at the tomb • Jn 20:11-18. Mary meets Jesus
	‘The Wood of the Cross’
	•Refer the children to page 72 of their book. Choose five Stations of the Cross and imagine how Jesus felt at each of these moments. Write a sentence about each one 


	Formal Prayer 
• Nicene Creed 
• Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Additional Prayers 
• Stations of the Cross (fourteen)
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	7. Holy Week and Easter
	Lesson 2: ‘My Lord and My God’
	That the children would be enabled to:
 Understand

 • Analyse the biblical accounts of the Empty Tomb and of the post-Resurrection appearances of Jesus. 
• Understand that Jesus has two natures, one human and one divine, yet he is one person. 
• Appreciate what it means to believe in something without necessarily having proof or first-hand experience of it, and relate this to religious faith or belief in God. 

Communicate 

• Discuss why some people may find it hard to believe in God.

• Talk about their own faith, and what helps them to believe. 

Participate 

• Sing ‘Without Seeing You’ together. 
• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.
 • Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also: 
• Grow in their awareness of the mystery of God, of Jesus Christ and of the Holy Spirit.
	
	The Empty Tomb (Jn 20:110)
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:11-18)
Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Jn 20:19-20, 24-29)
	‘Without Seeing You’
	THE NICENE CREED 
Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 76 of their book, which invites them to read the Nicene Creed and write in their Religious Education journal one thing that it says about God the Father, 

God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit, and one thing that it says about the Church. (The full Creed is on page 146 of the children’s book.)
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	7. Holy Week and Easter
	Lesson 3: Jesus’ Work Continues Today
	That the children would be enabled to: 
Understand 

• Identify the Holy Spirit as the Helper whom God sent to assist the apostles and the early disciples in their work.
 • Know that the same Holy Spirit helps all baptised people to live as followers of Jesus today. 
• Appreciate how challenging a task it must have been for the apostles and the early disciples to spread the message of Jesus around the world. 

Communicate

 • Talk about the ways in which they themselves try to live as Jesus asked.

Participate 

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.
 • Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also: 
• Reflect on the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives.
 • Seek ways in which they can continue the work of Jesus in their own lives.
	
	Jesus Chooses the Twelve Apostles (Mk 3:13-14, Mt 10:11-12, 14, 16, 40, 42)
• The Promise of the Holy Spirit (Jn 14:15-17, 26)
	
	GOOD THINGS ABOUT ME
Refer the children to the Journal Exercise on page 78 of their book, which invites them to write their name in the middle of a new page in their Religious Education journal and draw a circle around it; then 

draw lines coming from that circle and pointing to all the positive things that people might say about them – perhaps that they are a good listener, that they are very kind, that they are funny, and so on.
	


10

