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	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
Third Class                       Grow in Love                                     Term 3
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song/Chant
	Prayer

	8. The Church Is a Community

of Believers The Church Is a C
	1: Pentecost

	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Identify Pentecost as the beginning of the Church.

• Explain what the coming of the Holy Spirit meant for the disciples in the time of Jesus and what it means for their own lives today.

• Recognise tongues of fire as symbols of the Holy Spirit.

Communicate

• Talk about how the Holy Spirit helps them to witness to God’s love in their daily lives.

• Talk about how wind and fire are symbols of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

• Recite the poem ‘Help Us Holy Spirit’.

Participate

• Memorise and pray the first four lines of the prayer ‘Come, Holy Spirit’.

• Pray the Third Glorious Mystery of the Rosary, ‘The Coming of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles’.

• Sing ‘The Spirit of God Is Upon Us’ together.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Pray to the Holy Spirit to help them live, love and pray like Jesus in their daily lives.
	Poem:
Help Us Holy Spirit
	The Coming of the Holy

Spirit (Acts 2:1-13)
	‘The Spirit of God is Upon

Us’
	 The Third Glorious Mystery of the Rosary ‘The Coming of the

Holy Spirit on the Apostles’.
Prayers to the Holy Spirit (Holy Spirit, I want to do…)

(Come Holy Spirit…)

	8. The Church Is a Community

of Believers The Church 
	2: Life in a Parish
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Recognise that the school is part of the parish community.

• Differentiate, if necessary, between the parish that the school is in and their own parish.

• Recognise the church building in their parish as a place of worship.

• Examine their own role in the work of spreading the Good News.

• Recognise the different roles carried out by the people featured in the video clips.

• Predict how different the parish would be if everyone played their part.

Communicate

• Prepare some questions to interview one of the members of the parish community about their role in spreading the Good News.

• Make a ‘Who’s Who Parish Directory’.

Participate

• Make a model of the school parish using construction materials.

• Conduct an online search of local parish communities.

• Participate in a discussion about favourite roles in a parish.

• Sing the ‘Parish Anthem’ together.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Desire to take part in the life and worship of their local parish and have a sense of

belonging to their parish and diocese
	
	
	‘Parish Anthem’
	The Apostles’ Creed
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	8. The Church Is a Community

of Believers The Church 
	3: Baptism
	Understand

• Explore the Sacrament of Baptism as one of the seven sacraments, in which the baptised person meets the Risen Jesus.

• Interpret the five symbols of Baptism.

• Recognise the role of godparents.

Communicate

• Describe how symbols help us to understand what happens during the celebration of Baptism.

• Illustrate their bookmark as a way of reflecting creatively on the importance of their Christian name.

• Explain the difference between a baptismal certificate and a birth certificate.

• Talk about how they will respond to the baptismal call in their daily lives.

Participate

• Renew their baptismal promises.

• Give thanks for the gift of Baptism.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer 

	 That the children would also:

• Be more aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives.

• Be more aware of what their membership of

the Church means.

• Appreciate their dependence on others in the

community of faith.

• Appreciate the gift of grace received at Baptism, which helps them to follow Jesus.
	Story:

Saoirse, the Altar Server
	
	‘The Spirit of God is Upon

Us’
	Response:

We have been baptised in Christ.

Prayer Service p.287

	 9: Celtic Christianity
	1. Early Christian Ireland
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Explore their own ancestry.

• Recognise the meaning and significance of Celtic High Crosses in early Christian Ireland.

• Recall some stories and legends about St Kevin of Glendalough.

Communicate

• Creatively depict stories from the Bible and from the life of St Kevin on their own Celtic

crosses.

• Explain the differences between icons and other paintings.

• Recite the poem ‘Manus the Monk’.

Participate

• Sing ‘Celtic Blessings’ together.

• Meditate on the icon of St Kevin.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Be inspired by their Christian ancestors.

• Appreciate their dependence on others in the

community of faith.
	Story:

The Celtic High Cross at Moone

St Kevin of Glendalough

Poem:

Manus the Monk
	
	‘Celtic Blessing’
	Comhartha na Croise

Sign of the Cross

Glóir don Athair

Glory be to the Father
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	9: Celtic Christianity
	2. Christian Pilgrimage
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Discuss the story of the apparition at Knock and its relevance for their lives.

• State why people might go on pilgrimage to that shrine today.

• Explain the difference between a ‘tourist’ and a ‘pilgrim’.

Communicate

• Discuss the different kinds of journeys people make.

• Talk about journeys in their own lives.

• Retell the story of Knock.

Participate

• Look at an image of the mosaic in the Basilica of Our Lady of Knock and identify the various elements and what they mean.

• Pray the Prayer to Our Lady of Knock.

• Sing ‘When Creation Was Begun’ together.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Be inspired by the faith of their Christian ancestors.

• Have a deeper appreciation for the Rosary.

• Honour the Blessed Virgin Mary through prayer.
	Story: ‘The Three Visitors’
	
	‘When Creation Was

Begun’
	Hail Mary

Journey Prayer

Lamb of God

Prayer to Our Lady of Knock

Prayer Service p.311

	10. The Mass
	1. At Mass We Listen to the Word of God
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Reflect on the power of words.

• Explain what it means to be an active participant in the Liturgy of the Word.

• Explain the sequence of the Liturgy of the Word.

• Identify the objects in the church that relate to the Liturgy of the Word, e.g. sanctuary, presidential chair (also known as presider’s

chair), lectern, Lectionary, Mass leaflet.

• Identify the people who read from the Lectionary as readers, and that they are Ministers of the Word because they help to share God’s Word.

Communicate

• Identify where the First reading, Psalm, Second Reading and Gospel are chosen from for Sunday Mass.

• List the sequence of elements in the Liturgy of the Word.

• Practise the correct prayer responses, when to sit and stand, and participate in the appropriate gestures during the Liturgy of the Word.

• Write one of the Prayers of the Faithful and include the invitation to respond, ‘Lord, hear us’, and the response, ‘Lord, graciously hear us’.

Participate

• Sing ‘We Come to You, Lord Jesus’ together.

• Listen to the readings during the Liturgy of the Word.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also:

• Appreciate the importance of the Liturgy of the Word at Mass.

• Learn to intercede with God through writing

and responding to the Prayers of the Faithful.

• Desire to take part in the life and worship of the domestic and local church.
	
	Call of Moses (Ex 3:1-6)
The Great Commandment (Lk 10:27-28)
	‘We Come to You, Lord

Jesus’
‘Sing Praise (Psalm 148)’
‘Alleluia’
	Response: We give thanks to you, O God
Mass responses during the Liturgy of the Word
Gloria
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	10. The Mass
	 2. At Mass We Remember and

Give Thanks
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Explain how Jesus is present at Mass.

• Identify ways of being an active participant in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

• Explain the sequence of elements in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Communicate

• Discuss the importance of remembering and being present at celebrations.

• Name the ways in which Jesus is present in the world today.

• Identify the objects used in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

• Say when it is appropriate to stand, sit and kneel during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

• Memorise the responses of the people during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Participate

• Compose a prayer of praise to Jesus to use during a time of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.

• Revise the Prayers before Holy Communion and the Prayers after Holy Communion

	That the children would also:

• Recognise Jesus’ presence in their lives.

• Pray to Jesus anywhere and at any time.

• Recognise that receiving the Body of Christ nourishes them to grow in God’s love.
	Poem:

 ‘Remember’
	The Covenant at Sinai

(Ex 19:3-8)
Leave all your worries with him, because he cares for

you. 

(1 Pt 5:7)

The Last Supper

(Lk 22:19-

20)
	‘Céad Míle Fáilte Romhat’
‘Parish Anthem’

‘Alleluia’
	Response: Thanks be to God
Prayer Service p.336
Response: My trust is in you, O Lord
Memorial Acclamations 2 and 3

Prayers before and after Holy Communion

	Additional Lesson
	4: Our Jewish Brothers and Sisters (interreligious education)
p.377
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Recognise symbols of the Jewish faith.

• Recall the Shema.

Communicate

• Describe a Jewish Sabbath meal.

• Describe some of the different elements of a Jewish Sabbath celebration.

• Articulate the similarities and differences between a Jewish Sabbath celebration and a Catholic celebration.

Participate

• Sing together ‘Barukh Atah’ and ‘Shalom Aleichem’.

• Explore through drama what they have learned about the Jewish Sabbath.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Appreciate the importance of the Sabbath.

• Think about how they can honour the Christian Sabbath, the Lord’s Day.
	Story:
Part I 
Muireann Visits Eli and his

Family

Part II 
Muireann Joins in a Sabbath Meal

Part III Muireann Visits the  Synagogue
	
	‘Shalom Aleichem’ (Peace

Be Unto You)
‘Barukh Atah’
	Response: Blessed be God for ever
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	Seasonal Lesson
	5: How We Have Grown In Love (End-of-year review) p.388
	 That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Reflect on their personal faith journey through reviewing what they learned in this year’s Grow in Love programme.

• Recognise how they can live up to their role as disciples in their everyday lives.

• Reflect on and articulate how God’s call is central to their lives.

• Express thanks to God and to all those who have helped them to grow in love and to learn this year.

Communicate

• Talk about what they learned in Grow in Love over the course of this year.

• Present creatively a summary of what they learned in Grow in Love this year.

Participate

• Sing the song ‘Grow in Love’ together.

• Engage actively in preparing for the end-of year prayer service.

• Be active participants in the end-of-year prayer service.


	 That the children would also: 

• Be inspired by the faith of their Christian ancestors.

• Choose to use their talents for the benefit of the Church. 
	
	The New Commandment 

(Jn 13:34-35)
(Is 43:1, 4-5)

The Great Commandment (LK 10:27)
	Grow in Love 
Parish Anthem

Sing Praise

The Bells of the Angelus


	Response: 

Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel 
Come Holy Spirit…

Act of Sorrow





