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	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
Third Class                            Grow in Love                                     Term 1
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song/Chant
	Prayer

	1.God

	1: Beginning Again

	The children should be enabled to:

Understand: 

· Discuss their experience of needing rules
· Explain why codes of behaviour are important

· Articulate why a unique class code is desirable in each class

· Recall the New Commandment that Jesus gave to his disciples

· Discuss how being a follower of Jesus might impact on rules

Communicate: 

· Define the term ‘disciple’

· Explain how to live as an active disciple at home and in school

· Recite the poem “Love”
Participate

· Draw up a class code

· Participate in a Prayer Service on loving one another


	That the children would also:

· Give thanks for God’s caring presence in their lives
· Reflect on and identify how they can follow the New Commandment

	Story: Back to School
Poem: Love
	The New Commandment (Jn 13:34-35)
	Grow in Love


	‘The Lord is my shepherd…’

Psalm 23

	1.God
	2: God Is Love. God Loves Us
	The children should be enabled to: 
Understand:

· Explore the experience of love
· Reflect on the reality that God is love and that God created us and all that is out of love
· Identify the three persons of the Trinity
· Recognise prayers that are addressed to the Trinity
· Identify how Christians use symbols and images to express the meaning of the Trinity
· Ponder the Mystery of the Trinity
Communicate: 

· Provide examples of giving and receiving love in their lives

· Describe some characteristics of God the Father, his Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit

· Discuss how various artists have portrayed the three persons of the Trinity in their paintings

Participate: 
· Make a Trinity bracelet
· Draw an image of the Trinity
· Sing the ‘Sign of the Cross Chant’ together

· Participate in opportunities for prayer

	That the children would also:  

· Become more aware of God’s constant love in their lives

· Give thanks to God for the gift of love
· Deepen their relationship with the persons of the Trinity
	
	God is Love 

(1 John 4:7-8)
	The Sign of the Cross
	Notice God’s Love
Trinity Prayer
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	1.God
	3: I believe
	The children should be enabled to: 

Understand: 

· Discuss what it means to say ‘I believe’

· List the things they believe in as an introduction to the concept of ‘creed’

· Explain how the Apostles’ Creed came to be written

Communicate: 

· Articulate some of their own beliefs about God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit

Participate:

· Place the lines of the Apostles’ Creed in sequence

· Write their personal creed

· Pray the first part of the Apostles’ Creed.
· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 

• Deepen their faith and belief in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
	Stories:

· Going to the Match

· Lyndsey and her Friend

The Resurrection

The Ascension

Pentecost
	Jesus asked his followers to help others to know him (Mt 28:19-20)
The Resurrection (Mt 28:1-10; Lk 24:1-12)
The Ascension (Acts 1:6-11)
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-13)
	Sign of the Cross
	‘O Lord, my God, how great you are.’ Psalm 104

Prayer to the Trinity 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Prayer Service

	2. The Bible
	1: Introducing the Bible
	The children should be enabled to: 

Understand: 

· Identify the two parts of the Bible: Old Testament and the New Testament

· List the categories of books of the Old Testament

· Explain that the Bible is a library of books

· Begin to grasp how the Bible came to be written

Communicate: 

· Read and write out a Bible verse from the Wisdom Books

· Recite the poem ‘What the Bible Tells Us’

· Say how many books are in the Old Testament and the New Testament

Participate: 

· Sing the ‘Bible Rap’

· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also:

•  Begin to identify the challenge of God’s Word in their lives
	Poem: What the Bible Tells Us
	
	Bible Rap
	‘Come, let us praise the Lord!’ Psalm 95 (1-5, 7)

‘My trust is in you, O Lord; you are my God. I am always in your care’. Psalm 31:

	2. The Bible
	2: The Bible Teaches Us About God
	The children should be enabled to: 

Understand: 

· Explain how they can communicate with God by reading and praying the psalms

· Select psalms that they could pray when they are feeling joyful, sad or angry and when they want to praise and thank God

Communicate: 

· Identify some of David’s images of God

· Name and explain their own image of God

· Identify and talk about people who play the role of shepherd in the Church today, and how they do so. 
· Discuss how the role of shepherd might apply to their lives today

Participate: 

· Sing ‘Sing Praise’ (Psalm 148) together 

· Draw their own image of God and write their own psalm

· Participate in opportunities for prayer

	That the children would also: 

• Discover the beauty and power of the psalms and use them in their prayers
• Deepen their relationship with God through developing a variety of images of him
	Poem: The Bible
	Psalm 23

Psalm 31:14-15

Psalm 18:2

Proverbs 8:11

Proverbs 11:17

Proverbs 1:10

Proverbs 24:26


	Sing Praise (Psalm 148)

Grow in Love
	 ‘Trust in the Lord now and forever!’ Psalm 131

Glory Be

Our Father

Prayer Service
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	3.Jesus


	1: John the Baptist
	The children should be enabled to: 

Understand:

· Identify the message of Good News announced by John the Baptist

· Recognise that Jesus is known as the Messiah as well as the Saviour

· Explain why the people might have thought that John the Baptist was the Messiah

Communicate: 

· Explain John’s message in their own words

· Announce the Good News of Jesus

Participate:

· Participate in opportunities for prayer 
· Share some of God’s Good News with family and friends
	That the children would also:

 • Value their part in proclaiming the Good News
• Experience the Good News: the forgiveness and the mercy of God
	Story: An Important Announcement
	The Preaching of John the Baptist (Lk 3:3-6, 15-16)
	Sign of the Cross Chant
	Morning Prayer
Act of Sorrow

	3.Jesus


	2: Jesus the Teacher
	The children should be enabled to:

 Understand: 

· Explain what Jesus taught about prayer and fasting

· Know how to pray the ‘Five-Finger Prayer’ 

· Give examples of how Jesus continues to teach us to pray today

Communicate: 

· Describe how Jesus was a teacher

· Discuss Jesus’ teaching on prayer and fasting

· Discuss how they can carry out the teaching of Jesus about prayer and fasting

· Recite the poem ‘Jesus the Teacher’

Participate:

· Learn how to use origami to make a fox from paper

· Sing the song ‘Love’ together

· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 

· Look to Jesus as their role model and teacher

· Strive to live in the way Jesus taught
	Poem: Jesus the Teacher
	Jesus’ Teaching about Prayer (Mt 6:5-14)

Jesus’ Teaching about Fasting (Mt 6:16-18)
	Love
	Five Finger Prayer

	3.Jesus


	3:Jesus the Healer
	The children should be enabled to:

Understand: 

· Recall the story of Jesus healing a man who was deaf

· Recall the story of Jesus healing a man who was blind

· Explain the difference between ‘being healed’ and ‘being cured’

Communicate: 

· Imagine what it is like to be visually impaired or blind, hard of hearing or deaf

· Engage in a task without using their sight

· Talk about how they can be attentive to the needs of people who require healing

Participate: 

· Sing the song ‘Lay your Hands’ together

· Dramatise the stories of Jesus healing the man who was blind and the man who was deaf

· Engage in an exercise of sustained darkness (within a safe place) so as to feel solidarity with people who are visually impaired or blind

· Pray the Our Father using sign language

· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 

• Pray to Jesus  for healing for themselves or for others whom they know
	Story: The Life of Helen Keller
	Jesus heals a man who was deaf (Mk 7: 32-35, 37)

Jesus heals a man who was blind (Mk 8:22-25)
	Lay your hands
	 ‘How great is God!’ Psalm 70

Gloria

Our Father
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	Seasonal Lesson (1)
	 ‘There are many rooms in my Father’s House’ 
	Understanding:

· Explain that all living things die. 

· Identify November as the month when we pray especially for those who have died. 

· Explain that Jesus has gone to heaven, which he called the Father’s house, to prepare a place for us, where we will be with him forever.

· Explain that God desires that they would live with him forever in heaven. 

Communicating and Participating:

· Identify how they can follow the way of Jesus in their everyday lives.

· Pray for people who have died

· Imagine and talk about how there could be a place for everyone in heaven.

· Record their own image for heaven.

· Explore and talk about the painting Paradise by Giovanni di Paolo.

Participate:

· Sing together ‘There Are Many Rooms’.

· Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

· Believe in Jesus’ promise that there is a place for everyone in heaven
	Story: Missing Gran
	‘Jesus, the Way to the Father’ (Jn 14:1-3)
	There are Many Rooms
	Eternal rest …

Hail Mary

Response: Jesus is the way to the Father

Prayer Service

	3. Jesus

	4: The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
	The children should be enabled to:

 Understand: 

· Identify the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick as one of the seven sacraments

· Explain the actions of the priest or bishop in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

· Name the sacraments they have received: Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation

· Identify Lourdes as a place of pilgrimage

Communicate: 

· Recall the story of how Lourdes became a special place of healing

· Explain how the Risen Jesus/Christ encounters people in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

· Name the signs and symbols used in the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

Participate: 

· Pray for people who are sick

· Discover ways to accompany and help people who a\re sick
· Sing ‘The Bells of the Angelus’ together
· Participate in opportunities for prayer

	That the children would also: 
• Minister to the sick by accompanying them through prayer and doing acts of love
	The Story of Lourdes
	
	The Bells of the Angelus
	Response: Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us

Our Father
Hail Mary

‘S é do Bheatha a Mhuire

Prayer Service
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	4. Advent  and Christmas
	1: The Gift of Time
	The children should be enabled to:

Understand: 

· Name various ways time is marked according to years, seasons, etc.

· Recognize that the liturgical seasons are tied in with events from the life, death and Resurrection of Jesus

· Explore how the season of Advent prepares us for the birth of Jesus

· Discover why we associate Mary with Advent
Communicate: 

· List the seasons of the Liturgical Year

· Select which colour of vestments is used for the different seasons of the Liturgical Year

· Recite the poem ‘The Tree Outside My Window’

Participate: 

· Sing ‘Come, Lord Jesus’ together

· Read the story of the Annunciation and pray the First Joyful Mystery of the Rosary

· Engage in online research to compare and contrast Christmas celebrations in other cultures

· Give thanks to God for choosing Mary to be the Mother of Jesus and our Mother

· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 
• Grow in their appreciation of why we celebrate liturgical events
	Poem:

The Tree Outside My Window
	The Birth of Jesus is Announced (Lk 1:26-38)


	Come Lord Jesus
	Hail Mary 

First Joyful Mystery of the Rosary: The Annunciation

	4. Advent  and Christmas
	2: Mary Visits Elizabeth
	The children should be enabled:

Understand: 

· Consider the importance and value of visiting other people

· Recall the story of the Visitation

· Imagine the excitement for Mary and Elizabeth as they chatted about the babies they were expecting

Communicate: 

· Recall and explain all that happened during Mary’s visit to Elizabeth

Participate: 

· Participate in reciting the Second Joyful Mystery, ‘The Visitation’, using their rosary bead

· Explore the possibility with their family of visiting someone who needs help

· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 
• Develop an appreciation for the Rosary
 • Develop the habit of praying to Mary, Mother of God and our Mother 

	Story: A Visit to Bluebell Nursing Home 
	Mary Visits Elizabeth (Lk 1:39-45)


	The Bells of the Angelus
	Second Joyful Mystery of the Rosary: The Visitation


	4. Advent  and Christmas
	3: Glory to God in the Highest!
	The children should be enabled to:

Understand: 

· Examine the role of angels in the Christmas story

· Explain the origins of the Christmas crib

Communicate: 

· Repeat the words of the angel to the shepherds on the day of Jesus’ birth

· Repeat the words that the angels sang in praise of God

Participate: 

· Sing Christmas carols, including ‘The First Noel’ together

· Read the story ‘The Shepherds and the Angels’ from St Luke’s Gospel
· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 
• Appreciate Christmas as the celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Son of God
	The Story of the First Crib
	The Shepherds and the Angels (Lk 2: 8-20)

Book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-4, 7)
	Come, Lord Jesus

The First Noel
	Prayer Service

Prayer to Guardian Angel



