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	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
Fourth Class                       Grow in Love                                     Term 3
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song/Chant
	Prayer

	8. The Church
	1.The Holy Spirit, Giver of Gifts 
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Explain what Christians mean by Pentecost.

• Identify the role of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as giver of gifts.

• Understand the concept of spiritual gifts.

• Identify how they can use their gifts and abilities to serve others at home, at school, in their parish and community, and for the good of the environment.

• Recognise St Paul as a letter writer in the New Testament to the communities of his time and understand why his letters are read today at Mass.

Communicate

• Explore what St Paul wrote to the people of Corinth about the gifts of the Holy Spirit and articulate the relevance of St Paul’s teaching for their own lives.

• Talk about how they might serve others in their daily lives.

• Recite the poem ‘Pentecost: I Was There’.

Participate

• Dramatise the reaction of the people to the Holy Spirit coming upon the disciples on the first Pentecost.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Deepen their awareness of the gift of the Holy

Spirit in their lives.

• Grow in knowledge and appreciation of their spiritual gifts
	Poem: 
‘Pentecost: I Was There’
	The Story of Pentecost

(Acts 2:1-13)
Gifts from the Holy Spirit

(1 Cor 12:4-7)
	Use What You Are Given

Come, Holy Spirit
	Prayer to the Holy Spirit: Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts…

	8. The Church
	2. The Church is One Family of God 
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Experience the value of working as a team member.

• Understand the concept of unity, and how working as a team builds unity.

• Recognise that unity can exist even among people who have different beliefs and views.

• Understand the meaning of ‘ecumenism’.

• Recognise that people belonging to Christian Churches are united by common beliefs and goals.

• Identify Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, from the Eastern Orthodox Church, as an example of a Church leader who is working to save the environment.

• Recognise how we pray for unity during the celebration of the Eucharist (in the Eucharistic Prayer).

Communicate

• Explain St Paul’s teaching on the threefold unity of Lord, faith and baptism.

• Talk about how both Christian and non- Christian Churches work together to achieve common goals.

• Recite the poem ‘Us’.

Participate

• Participate in a team game.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Desire to follow Jesus by working for unity while respecting diversity.

• Show sensitivity and respect for people who hold different beliefs from their own.

• Focus on what unites them with others, and what they have in common, rather than on what separates them from others.
	Poem: 
‘Us’
	The Unity of Christians

(Eph 4:5-6)
	Trust in the Lord
Come Holy Spirit
	Glory Be
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	8. The Church
	3. Continuing the Mission of Jesus Today
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Understand that the term ‘Church’ is used to describe both the building in which Catholics worship and the community of believers, who are also known as the ‘People of God’.

• Understand the terms ‘mission’ and ‘missionaries’ and identify themselves as missionaries.

• Explain how the community of believers, the People of God, share the mission and love of Jesus.

• Recognise the work of missionaries nationally and internationally.

• Identify themselves and their families as ‘the domestic church’.

Communicate

• Talk about their own experience of being a missionary.

• Share with their family and their godparents what they have learned about living their baptismal call.

• Share and talk about their presentations on the mission of Jesus.

Participate

• Sing together ‘Parish Anthem’.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	 That the children would also:

• Value their role in the Church’s mission.

• Become more aware of what their

membership of the Church means.
	Story: A New Opportunity

Maura Lee’s Story
	The Mission of Jesus

(Lk 4:18-19)
	Parish Anthem
Come Holy Spirit
	The Apostles’ Creed
Mission Prayer

	8. The Church

	4. Working for Christian Unity 
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Understand the concept of Christian Unity.

• Recognise that Christians are united by their belief in God the Father, in his Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit.

• Identify five Christian Churches by name – Catholic, Church of Ireland, Methodist, Orthodox and Presbyterian.

• Know what happens during Christian Unity Week.

Communicate

• Talk about what it means to be a Christian.

• Identify the similarities and differences between five of the Christian Churches.

• Recite the poem ‘Making Peace’.

Participate

• Conduct a ‘Class Survey’ to identify the similarities and differences within the class group.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Desire to follow Jesus by relating to others in peaceful, tolerant and non-discriminatory

ways.

• Pray for unity among all Christians.
	Poem: 

Making Peace
Story: ‘Rebecca and James

Learn Something New’
	The Unity of Christians

(Eph 4:5-6)
Gifts from the Holy Spirit

(1 Cor 12:4-7)
	Come Holy Spirit
Trust in the Lord

Parish Anthem


	Psalm 23: The Lord is my Shepherd
The Apostles’ Creed 

A Prayer for Our Earth
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	9. The Pilgrim

Church
	1: Pilgrimages at Home and Abroad


	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Understand the concept of pilgrimage and why people go on pilgrimage.

• Know about the pilgrimage traditions at Croagh Patrick and World Youth Day.

• Give examples of some of the activities that pilgrims engage in.

• Know that the Magnificat is Mary’s prayer of praise and thanks to God, found in Luke’s Gospel.

Communicate

• Talk about why people go on pilgrimage.

• Plan a short pilgrimage to a local pilgrimage site.

Participate

• Sing ‘Magnificat’ together.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Undertake a pilgrimage as a class to a local pilgrimage site.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Be inspired by the faith of their Christian ancestors.

• Honour Mary through prayer.
	The Story of Croagh Patrick
	The Magnificat 
(Lk 1:46-55)

	Magnificat
	Response: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.

The Magnificat

Response: The Almighty has done great things for me:

holy is his name.


	9. The Pilgrim

Church
	2. Our Lady of Guadalupe
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Recognise different images of Mary.

• Recall the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

• Explain why people would go on pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Communicate

• Recall all the stories they can remember learning about Mary.

• Engage in role-play based on the story of Our Lady’s apparition at Guadalupe.

Participate

• Sing ‘A Mhuire Mháthair’ together.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Recognise and value the different images of Mary.

• Turn to Mary when they need help.
	The Apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe
	
	A Mhuire Mháthair

Magnificat
	Response: My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

The Memorare

(Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary…)
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	10. Reconciliation
	1: God Forgives Us
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Reflect on their need for forgiveness, and on God’s constant love and forgiveness.

• Identify how actions and attitudes either help or hinder reconciliation.

• Know the difference between a mortal and a venial sin.

• Recall events in Jesus’ life that demonstrate God’s love and forgiveness.

• Explore the key parts of the Penitential Rite at Mass.

Communicate

• Talk about how they experience God’s love and forgiveness.

• Recall what happens in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Participate

• Sing the ‘Song of Repentance’ and the ‘Kyrie’.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	That the children would also:

• Be sorry for their sins and seek God’s

forgiveness.

• Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation

regularly.
	Story: Jodi and her Dad

Story: The Forgiving Stone
	Jesus and Zacchaeus 
(Lk 19:1-10)

Jesus heals a man who is paralysed 
(Mt 9:1-8,

Mk 2:1-12)

The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Lk 15:1-7)

The Parable of the Lost Coin (Lk 15:8-10)
	Song of Repentance

Kyrie
	Response: The Lord is merciful and good.

Confiteor

Penitential Act

Act of Sorrow

Prayer After Forgiveness

	 10. Reconciliation
	2: God Calls
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Reflect on Jesus’ teachings about forgiving others.

• Understand the teaching on forgiveness that is reflected in the Our Father.

• Understand what Jesus is teaching about forgiveness in the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant.

• Recognise what is meant by forgiving ‘from the heart’.

• Explore their own need to forgive and the challenges involved in forgiving.

Communicate

• Share their own stories about forgiveness and record them in a Class Forgiveness Book.

• Share their own suggestions for a ‘STOP, THINK and RESPOND’ strategy when dealing with difficult situations.

Participate

• Sing the ‘Our Father’ together.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	 That the children would also:

• Be thankful for God’s gift of forgiveness.

• Extend God’s gift of forgiveness to others.

• Look to Jesus as their guide for how they should forgive.


	Story: Jodi and her Dad (Part II)


	Jesus’ Teaching on

Forgiveness (Mt 18:21-22)

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 
(Mt 18:23-35)

Teaching about Revenge

(Mt 5:38-40)
 Love for Enemies 
(Mt 5:44.)
	Song of Repentance

Our Father


	Our Father

Confiteor

Prayer for Forgiveness

Prayer after Forgiveness

Prayer Service
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	Additional Lesson (3)
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	Our Muslim Brothers and

Sisters
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Know that followers of Islam are called Muslims.

• Know that Muslims believe in one God, whom they call Allah.

• Identify the prayer rituals and practices of Islam.

• Recognise that the Qur’an is the holy book of Islam, which Muslims believe was revealed to the prophet Muhammad by God.

• Recognise the mosque as a place of worship for Muslims.

Communicate

• Describe what you would find in a mosque.

• Give an account of how Muslims pray.

• Articulate the similarities and differences between a mosque and a Catholic church.

Participate

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Show sensitivity and respect for people who hold beliefs different to their own.

• Engage with people of other religious faiths

and thereby grow in understanding of other faiths and beliefs.
	Story: 

(Part I) Salma Visits her Gran

(Part II) Salma and Muireann Send Letters 

(Part III)  Muireann Visits a Mosque
	
	
	Response: Glory and praise be to God, Father, Son and

Holy Spirit.

Response: Praise be to God.

	11. The Mass
	1: At Mass We Give  Thanks
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Understand that the Eucharistic Prayer is central to the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

• Recognise that the priest takes the place of Christ in leading the prayer and worship.

• Recognise the different prayers that make up the Eucharistic Prayer.

• Identify that in the Eucharistic Prayer we give thanks to God for his gifts and remember what Jesus did at the last Supper and on the Cross.

Communicate

• Talk about what they are thankful for in their daily lives and the ways in which they express their thanks.

• Recite the poem ‘Thanks’.

Participate

• Sing ‘Eat this Bread’ or ‘Ithigí an t-Arán Seo’.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	That the children would also:

• Give thanks to God in their daily lives and at Mass.
	Story: 

Jayden and Sophia Say

Thanks’
	
	Eat this Bread’/ ‘Ithigí an t-Arán Seo’
	Response: I thank you, Lord, with all my heart.

Gloria

Eucharistic Prayer
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	11. The Mass
	2: We Go from Mass to Live Like Jesus
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Explore the importance of giving and receiving in daily life.

• Explore how receiving the Body of Christ enables them to continue the mission of Christ.

• Recognise the Communion Rite and the Dismissal Rite at Mass.

• Know that Jesus is present in the tabernacle when Mass is over.

• Explain the meaning of ‘Viaticum’.

Communicate

• Talk about how they use their hands to give and receive.

• Identify ways they can ‘Go in peace’ and continue the mission of Jesus in their daily lives.

• Compose a prayer to Jesus.

Participate

• Sing ‘Christ be Our Light’ together.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Accept the mission and challenge that the

Risen Jesus gives us as we go forth from Mass.

• Use their gifts and abilities to continue the mission of Jesus.
	
	The Last Supper 
(Lk 22:17-20)

Psalm 37: Trust in the Lord and do good.
	Christ Be Our Light

Use What You’re Given

O Lord, Hear My Prayer

Eat this Bread’/ ‘Ithigí an t-Arán Seo’
	Response: Bless the work of our hands.
Our Father

Personal Prayer to Jesus

Dismissal Rite

Psalm 37: Trust in the Lord and Do Good.

Prayer Service p.400
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	4. How We Have Grown in Love!
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Reflect on their personal faith journey by reviewing what they learned in this year’s Grow in Love programme.

• Identify how they can be missionaries and builders of the Kingdom of God in their everyday lives.

Communicate

• Talk about what they have learned in Grow in Love over the course of the year.

• Present creatively a summary of what they have learned in Grow in Love this year.

Participate

• Sing ‘Grow in Love’ together.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Be active participants in the end-of-year prayer service.
	That the children would also:

• Be inspired by all the people of faith whom they have learned about this year.

• Choose to use their talents to serve the family

of God, the Church.

• Have a deeper appreciation of the Mass and its relevance to their daily lives.

• Express thanks to God and all those who have helped them to grow in love and to learn this year.

• Forgive others, as Jesus taught.
	
	Psalm 37: Trust in the Lord and do good.
	Grow in Love

All Things Bright and Beautiful

The Cloud’s Veil

Christ Be Our Light


	Psalm 37: Trust in the Lord and Do Good.

Prayers of the Faithful

Memorare

Prayer Service p.451



