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	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
Fourth Class                       Grow in Love                                     Term 2
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song/Chant
	Prayer

	5. Trusting God

	1: Trust in God

	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Reflect on their experiences of persevering and not giving up.

• Understand the mission that God gave to Moses.

• Examine the importance of standing up for what is right and acting for justice.

Communicate

• Retell the story of Moses and his encounters with the pharaoh of Egypt.

• Write a prayer asking God to help them keep their promises.

Participate

• Sing ‘The Great Commandment’ together.

• Dramatise the story ‘The Crossing of the Red Sea’.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Develop a deeper trust in God.
	Story:
 ‘The Jigsaw’

	Moses and Aaron before

the King of Egypt
(Ex 5:1-9, 10:3-14, 
16-20)
The Crossing of the Red

Sea 
(Ex 14:5-31)
	Salvation Song

The Great Commandment
	Response: My trust is in you, O Lord;

I am always in your care. (Ps 31:14-15)
Sanctus



	5. Trusting God


	2: Live by the Ten Commandments
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Identify how the Fourth, Fifth, Seventh and Eighth Commandments ask them to live.

• Evaluate right and wrong actions according to the Commandments.

• Judge whether they think it is reasonable to keep the Commandments.

Communicate

• Discuss the importance of keeping promises or agreements.

• Give examples of how they can obey the Fourth, Fifth, Seventh and Eighth Commandments in their day-to-day lives.

Participate

• Participate in making and adhering to a ‘class agreement’.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Strive to live according to the Ten

Commandments.

• Desire to deepen their relationship with God through prayer and action.

• Be more aware of God’s covenant love and desire to respond to that love.
	Story: 
‘Let’s Go! It’s our Day’
	The Covenant at Sinai

(Ex 19:3-8)

The Ten Commandments
(Ex 20:1-17)
	The Great Commandment
	Act of Sorrow
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
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	3: Take Care of the Web of Life
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Explain how all living beings are interconnected and interdependent.

• Understand how the loss of an endangered species, such as the Asian elephant, would have a devastating effect on the forests and, ultimately, on the environment.

• Recognise that the Tenth Commandment calls us to be good stewards of creation.

• Evaluate the Tenth Commandment as a guide for living.

Communicate

• Use the image of a web to demonstrate how all living beings are interconnected and interdependent.

• Recite the poem ‘Trees’.

• Articulate how working with the Green/Eco- Schools programme links with Pope Francis’ call to care for our common home.

Participate

• Sing together ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’.

• Practise living the Tenth Commandment in school.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	That the children would also:

• Appreciate their dependence on all other living beings and recognise the implications of this.

• Give thanks to God for the gift of creation. 
	Poem: ‘Trees’
	God’s Covenant with Abraham (Gen 17: 1-8, 15-22)
	All Things Bright and Beautiful
	Care for the Earth prayer

	Seasonal Lesson
	2: Remembering St Brigid p.418
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Know St Brigid as a woman of great faith, who saw God in everyone and everything around her.

• Know some of the legends about St Brigid.

• Recognise the key symbols and places associated with St Brigid.

Communicate

• Recall all the facts they can remember learning about St Brigid.

• Share stories about St Brigid and other saints.

Participate

• Sing the ‘Hymn to St Brigid’ together.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	That the children would also:

• Be inspired by the faith of St Brigid and the people of her time.
	Story: ‘Megan Visits Brigid’s Well’

Story: ‘St Brigid and the Dying Chieftain’

Story: ‘St Brigid the Healer’
	
	Hymn to Brigid
	Response: St Brigid, pray for us

Prayer Service
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	4: Living the Commandment of Love
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Understand the concept of ‘fairness’ and identify situations within their life experience where things are not fair.

• Understand the concept of ‘discrimination’ and identify situations where discrimination is taking place.

• Discuss how events such as the Paralympics are inclusive and respectful of people’s abilities and disabilities.

• Know the teaching of Jesus in the New Commandment, the Great Commandment and the Golden Rule.

Communicate

• Explore ways of promoting fairness.

• Identify ways in which they can stand up against discrimination.

Participate

• Sing ‘Use What You’re Given’ together.

• Share ideas on how to end discrimination.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	That the children would also:

• Desire to follow Jesus by relating to others in peaceful, inclusive and non-discriminatory

ways.
	Story: 
‘It’s not Fair!’
	The New Commandment: 
(Jn 13:34)

The Great Commandment
 (Lk 10:27)

The Golden Rule
(Lk 6:31)

	Use What You’re Given

The Great Commandment
	Response: Trust in the Lord… (Psalm 37) 

Prayer Service 


	Seasonal Lesson
	
	Prayer Service for Ash Wednesday  p. 431
	
	
	
	Trust in the Lord

Come Holy Spirit
	Prayer Service

	6. Building God’s Kingdom
	1: I Have a Conscience. I Can Choose
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Recognise how the choices they make affect their relationship with self, others, God and the environment.

• Explore their motives in making choices.

• Recognise the importance of informing their conscience.

Communicate

• Examine scenarios that enable them to discern what is right and wrong and discuss why one choice may be preferable to another one.

• Engage in prayer and reflection to help ‘inform their conscience’.

• Recite the poem ‘Choice’.

Participate

• Sing ‘Use What You’re Given’ together.

• Participate in lectio divina based on the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

• Examine their conscience in the light of the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth and Tenth Commandments.

• Work together on assignments relating to the

lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Become accustomed to incorporating prayer

into their decision-making.

• Learn to appreciate the Scriptures more by

engaging in lectio divina.

• Choose to use the gift of free will responsibly.
	Poem: ‘Choice’
	
	
	Response: Here I am, O Lord, I want to do your will by

the choices I make every day. 

Apostles’ Creed

Lectio Divina

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

Act of Sorrow
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	2: God’s Kingdom Grows Through Love
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Explain what the Kingdom of God is like through the images used in the Parables of the Yeast, the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl.

• Understand how people’s actions help the Kingdom of God to grow and spread.

• Understand why people might want to belong to the Kingdom of God.

Communicate

• Share ways in which they can respond to God’s call to build his kingdom every day.

• Explain why Jesus might have used the images of hidden treasure, yeast and a precious pearl to teach about the Kingdom of God.

• Articulate what God’s kingdom is like and where it can be found.

• Recite the poem ‘Lovely Things’.

Participate

• Enter imaginatively into the Parables of the Yeast, the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

• Choose to belong to God’s kingdom by the way

they live their lives.
	Poem: ‘The Mustard Seed’
	The Parable of the Yeast

(Mt 13:33) 

The Parable of the Hidden

Treasure 

(Mt 13:44)

The Parable of the Pearl

(Mt 13:45-46)
	The Great Commandment
Use What You’re Given
	Prayer Service

	7. Holy Week and Easter
	1:’Do This in Memory of Me’
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Explore why and how people celebrate special occasions.

• Know the origin of the Passover meal.

• Explore the symbol of the lamb and why Jesus is called the Lamb of God.

• Know why the people assemble at evening time on Holy Thursday to celebrate the Last Supper.

• Understand the connection between the Passover meal and the Last Supper.

Communicate

• Identify what they remember and celebrate each time they participate at Mass.

• Name the events in Jesus’ life that the Church remembers and celebrates throughout the Liturgical Year.

• Explain why the Eucharist is a shared meal and how it connects with Jesus’ command to ‘Do this in memory of me’.

• Recite the poem ‘Remember’.

Participate

• Sing together the Taizé chant ‘O Lord, Hear My Prayer’.

• Watch a slideshow and identify connections between the Passover Meal and the Last Supper.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer. 
	That the children would also:

• Celebrate God’s saving action through Jesus.

• Show sensitivity and respect for people who hold beliefs different from their own.
	Poem: ‘Remember’
	The First Passover

(Ex 12:21-27) 

The Last Supper

(Lk 22:13-20)
	Taizé chant:

‘O Lord, Hear

My Prayer’

Agnes Dei
	Grace Before Meals

Grace After Meals
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	7. Holy Week and Easter
	2: Good Friday: Jesus Dies on the Cross
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Remember that Jesus died on the Cross to show us how much he loves God his Father and how much he loves us.

• Know that Jesus died on the Cross to save all people, and that is why he is our Saviour and Redeemer.

• Explore the connection between the sacrifice Jesus made on the Cross and the sacrifices people make out of love for others.

• Examine the symbol of the cross and know the difference between a cross and a crucifix.

Communicate

• Talk about the events of Holy Week.

• Identify examples of sacrifices that people make for others and also sacrifices or acts of love that they themselves can make at home and at school.

• Recite the poem ‘Stabat Mater’.

Participate

• Dramatise the ‘Way of the Cross’.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Pray the Stations of the Cross.

• Participate in other opportunities for prayer. 
	 That the children would also:

• Appreciate the Cross as a symbol of salvation.

• Be willing to make sacrifices out of love for

others.
	Poem: 
‘Stabat Mater’
	
	‘Jesus, Remember Me’

Agnes Dei
	Stations of the Cross

Response: 

We adore

you, O Christ, and we praise you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

	7. Holy Week and Easter
	3: Easter: The Resurrection of Jesus
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand

• Know that it was Mary Magdalene who first discovered Jesus’ empty tomb.

• Be aware of Mary Magdalene’s special title as ‘apostle to the apostles’.

• Know the Resurrection story of Jesus’ appearance to the disciples who had locked themselves in a room.

• Recognise from the story of Jesus’ Resurrection how joy and peace can come out of pain and suffering, and see the relevance of this for their own lives.

Communicate

• Talk about how Jesus sends them as disciples to show peace, joy and forgiveness to others in their lives.

• Talk about how difficult it must have been for Mary Magdalene, John and Peter to deal with the shock and disbelief they felt on finding the empty tomb.

• Talk about the joy of the disciples on discovering that Jesus had risen from the dead and was with them again in a new way.

• Recite the poem ‘The Risen Jesus’.

Participate

• Make an Easter corner for the prayer space.

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme.

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:

• Value peace and see peace-making as part of being a disciple of Jesus.

• Be willing to witness to their faith in Christ in

word and in deed.

• Live the joy and peace of the Resurrection in

their daily lives.

• Experience the joy of the Easter season.

• Believe in their own resurrection.
	Poem: ‘The Risen Jesus’
	Peter and John at the

Tomb 

(Jn 20: 1-9)

Jesus Appears to His

Disciples 

(Jn 20:19-23)


	Alleluia

Regina Coeli (Rejoice, Queen of Heaven)
	Prayer Service

Prayer After Communion



