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	Lesson
	Learning Objective
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	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song/Chant
	Prayer

	1.God

	1: God has a Plan for Us

	The children should be enabled to:

Understand: 

· Recall the story of Creation in Genesis
· Understand how they can use the Bible as a source of prayer
Communicate: 

· Recount stories of people in the world today who use their gifts and talents to cooperate in the fulfilment of God’s plan for creation
· Record the story of Creation
· Begin to construct a timeline to represent the Bible stories that they will explore in Theme 1
Participate

· Sing the ‘Salvation Song’ together
· Give thanks and praise to God for the gift of creation
· Participate in opportunities for prayer

	That the children would also:

·  Grow in the  

realisation that God created the entire universe, including our earth and all that is in it

·  Grow in the 
realisation that God keeps everything in existence
	Story: ‘The Life and Work of Evie Hone’


	Story of Creation
(Gen 1:1, 3-16, 18-28, 31) 

(Gen 2:1-4)
	Salvation Song

	Prayer to the Trinity
Mass responses

	1.God
	2: God’s Promise to Abram
	The children should be enabled to: 
Understand:

· Know the story of God’s covenant with Noah and all creation
· Know the story of God’s promise to Abram
· Grasp the significance of God’s promise to Abram and of Abram’s response
Communicate: 

· Recount the story of God’s covenant with Noah
· Recount the story of God’s promise to Abram
· Add the story of God’s covenant with Noah to the Bible timeline
Participate: 
· Give thanks and praise to God for the gift of creation

· Participate in opportunities for prayer

	That the children would also:  

· Recognise that 
God made a promise to all creation through Noah and Abram (Abraham)
· Grow in their
 appreciation that God created the world and us in it to share his life and love
	
	God’s Covenant with Noah 

(Gen 9:8-17) 

God’s Promise to Abram

(Gen 12:1-2, 4-7)
	
	Our Father

	1.God
	3: God’s Covenant with Abraham
	The children should be enabled to: 

Understand: 

· Know the story of God’s covenant with Abraham
Communicate: 

· Recount the story of God’s covenant with Abraham
· Record the story of God’s covenant with Abraham
· Add the story of God’s covenant with Abraham to the Bible timeline
Participate:

· Reflect on Psalm 37 and create a ‘Faith-filled Words’ booklet based on the psalm

· Participate in opportunities for prayer
	That the children would also: 

· Be open to
 recognising and responding to God’s promises in their own lives

· Place their trust in God

	Story: 
St John Paul II
Poetry Activity:

Abraham and Sarah

	God’s Covenant with Abraham (Gen 17: 1-8, 15-22)
	Salvation Song
	St Teresa’s Bookmark
Trust in the Lord 

(Psalm 37)
Prayer Service
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	2. The Bible
	1: The Bible, Our Sacred Scripture 
	The children should be enabled to: 

Understand: 

· Recall that the Bible has two main parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament.

· Recognise that the New Testament comprises twenty-seven books that recount the life and teachings of Jesus and of the early Christian community.

· Know that the four Gospels are named after the four Evangelists.

· Explain that the four Gospels are central to Christian faith because they give a true account of the life, death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

· Recognise that the Gospels lead us to faith in Jesus Christ and to apply his teaching to our lives.

Communicate: 

· Pray the Prayer on Opening the Bible and the Prayer on Closing the Bible.

Participate: 

· Sing ‘Trust in the Lord (Psalm 37)’ and the ‘Bible Rap’. 
· Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

· Seek to live by God’s Word
	
	
	Bible Rap

Trust in the Lord (Psalm 37) 

Salvation Song

Alleluia
	Trust in the Lord… (Psalm 37) 

Prayer on Opening the Bible. 

Prayer on Closing the Bible.

	2. The Bible
	2: The New Testament 
	The children should be enabled to: 

Understand: 

· Know how to find a Scripture passage in the Bible. 

· Know that the New Testament contains the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, Epistles or Letters, and the Book of Revelation (Apocalypse)
Communicate: 

· Explain why the four Gospels are central to our Christian faith.

· Identify how we can show our appreciation and reverence for the Bible
Participate: 
· Sing the ‘Bible Rap’ together.

· Participate in opportunities for prayer. 
	That the children would also: 

· Value the Gospels
 and other writings in the New Testament as guides for living as disciples of Jesus. 
· Be willing to
 witness to their faith in Christ in word and deed.
	
	“The Spirit of the Lord…  “  (Lk 4:18-19)
“Love is patient…”

1 Corinthians (13:4-7)

“I heard a loud voice…”

Revelation (21:3-4)

“All Scripture is inspired by God…”

Timothy (2 Tim 3:16-17)
	Bible Rap

Trust in the Lord (Psalm 37
	You answered me … (Psalm 138)

Prayer on Opening the Bible. 

Prayer on Closing the Bible.
Prayer Service
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	3. Jesus
	1: The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
	That the children would be enabled to:

 Understand

 • Recall the Parable of the Mustard Seed. 

• Explore the meaning behind the parable. 

• Discern how the message of the parable relates to their own lives.

 • Recognise the potential and power that small things can have when they grow and develop. 

• Discern where the Kingdom of God is present in their own lives and culture.

Communicate

 • Recite the poem ‘The Mustard Seed’.

 • Communicate their understanding of the relevance of this parable to people’s lives today, using examples.

 • Illustrate how small things can be significant.

Participate 

• Sing the ‘Parable of the Mustard Seed’ together.

 • Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also:

· Begin to discern what is meant by the Kingdom of God. 
· Grow in the realisation that they are called to cooperate with God in the building of his kingdom. 
· Value the role they can play, however small, in the Church’s mission.
	Poem: The Mustard Seed
	The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

(Lk 13:1819)


	Parable of the Mustard Seed

Trust in the Lord (Psalm 37)
	Response: Blessed be God forever

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation

	3. Jesus
	2: The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
	That the children would be enabled to: 

Understand

 • Recall the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

 • Understand the meaning behind the parable.

 • Identify examples of Good Samaritan-type stories in newspapers and magazines. 

• Recognise how Jesus’ teaching in the Parable of the Good Samaritan applies to their own lives. 

• Know that every kind of discrimination is against God’s will.

Communicate
 • Recite the poem ‘Love of God and Neighbour’. 

• Reflect creatively on the Parable of the Good Samaritan using role-play and visio divina. 

• Communicate their understanding of the relevance of this parable to people’s lives today, using examples. 

• Explain the relevance of the parable to their relationships with people whom they feel are different from themselves.

Participate 

• Sing ‘Parable of the Good Samaritan’ together.

 • Ponder the different perspectives of the characters in the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also: 

· Give thanks and praise to God for showing us, through Jesus, what it means to be a good neighbour. 
·  Desire to follow Jesus’ example by relating to others in peaceful, tolerant and nondiscriminatory ways.
	Story: The Sports Day
Poem: Love of God and Neighbour
	The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

(Lk 10:25-37)
	The Neighbour Song
The parable of the Good Samaritan
	Sign of Peace
Visio Divina
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	3. Jesus
	3. The Parable of the Lost Coin
	That the children would be enabled to:

Understand 

• Recall the Parable of the Lost Coin. 

• Recognise that the woman’s perspective in the Parable of the Lost Coin reflects God’s perspective, and that the coin represents the sinner. 

• Recognise that the universal love of God is available to all those who repent and return to God. 

• Understand why people pray to St Anthony for help when they have lost something.

Communicate

 • Reflect creatively on the Parable of the Lost Coin.

• Recall and discuss the meaning of the Parable of the Lost Sheep.

 • Share what it means to lose something precious, and to ‘be lost’ or to ‘feel lost’. 

Participate 

• Sing ‘Parable of the Lost Coin’ together. 

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.


	That the children would also:

· Become more aware of God’s unconditional love for them and desire to respond to that love.

· Be reassured that God always forgives them when they say sorry and return to him.  
	Story: Lost and Found

Story: 
St Anthony
	The Parable of the Lost Sheep

(Luke 15:3–7). 
The Parable of the Lost Coin 

(Lk 15:8-10)
	Parable of the Lost Coin
	Prayer to St Anthony

	Seasonal Lesson 1
	Life with God Forever in Heaven 
	That the children would be enabled to: 

Understand 

• Recall that November is the month set aside by the Church to remember people who have died and to pray for them. 

• Understand the concept of ‘eternal life’ as life everlasting with God in heaven.

• Know that God desires that all people will live with him forever in heaven. 

• Know what St Paul told the people of Corinth about eternal life. 

Communicate 

• Talk about life after death. 

• Articulate how they can have faith and trust in God even though they can’t see him. 

• Imagine what it might be like to be with God in heaven.

Participate 

• Sing ‘The Clouds’ Veil’ together. 

• Work together on assignments relating to the lesson theme. 

• Participate in opportunities for prayer.

	That the children would also:
· Believe and hope in their own resurrection.
· Pray to the saints and ask the saints to pray for them.
· Pray for those who have died.
	Story: Home at Last
	Eternal Life: (1 Cor 13:12; I Cor 15:20, 54, 57)
	The Cloud’s Veil
O, Lord Hear My Prayer
	Eternal rest…
Prayer Service
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	3. Jesus
	4. The Parable of the Widow and the Judge
	That the children would be enabled to: 
Understand 

• Recall the Parable of the Widow and the Judge. 
• Understand the meaning behind the parable. 
• Identify how Jesus’ teaching in this parable relates to their own lives.
• Recognise the importance of respecting everyone, regardless of their gender or social background.

Communicate 

• Reflect creatively on the Parable of the Widow and the Judge. 

• Articulate a way of living that respects the rights and wellbeing of every person, regardless of gender, race, social status, personal achievements or social contribution.

Participate 

• Practise effective interpersonal skills in order to relate to others in peaceful, tolerant and non-discriminatory ways.
 • Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also: 

· Appreciate their dependence on God and on the other members of their community of faith.
	Story: 
The Crow and the Pitcher
	Parable of the Widow and the Judge (Lk 18:1-8)
	Parable of the Widow and the Judge
	Response: Lord, graciously hear us. 

Prayer Service

	4. Advent and Christmas
	1. Zachariah and Elizabeth
	That the children would be enabled to: 
Understand 

• Identify the season of Advent as the beginning of the Church’s Liturgical Year. 
• Associate Advent with the birth of John the Baptist and the Annunciation. 
• Explain the role of the angels in the stories of Zechariah and of Mary. 
• Connect the Angelus with the story of the Annunciation.
• Become familiar with the practice of praying the Angelus.

Communicate 

• Reflect creatively on the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth and on the Annunciation.

Participate 

• Sing ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ together.            • Pray the Angelus.
• Participate in other opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also: 
· Honour Mary through prayer.

· Look forward to and prepare for the coming of Jesus into their hearts at Christmas.
	
	The Birth of John the Baptist is Announced (Lk 1:8, 11, 13-25)
The Birth of Jesus is Announced 
(Lk 1:28-38)
	O Come, O Come Emmanuel
	The Angelus

	4. Advent and Christmas
	2. The Epiphany
	That the children would be enabled to:
 Understand 

• Know that the season of Christmas lasts for twelve days and ends on 6 January, which is the feast of the Epiphany. 
• Know the story of how the three wise men found the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. • Know why 6 January, the Epiphany, is also called Nollaig na mBan (Women’s Christmas) in Ireland. 
• Recognise the feast of the Epiphany as a significant day in the Church year.

Communicate 

• Summarise the events that led to the visit of the wise men to the stable in Bethlehem. 
• Engage in a class debate about the meaning of Christmas. 

Participate 

• Sing ‘Oíche Chiúin’ together. 
• Compose and perform music to represent Advent and Christmas. 
• Participate in opportunities for prayer.
	That the children would also: 
·  Desire to enter into the Church’s liturgical events at Advent and Christmas.
	The Story of St Lucy
Story: Christmas Is A Time For Giving
	Visitors from the East (Mt 2:1-12)
	Oíche Chiúin
	Prayer to St Lucy

Pray a Litany to the  Saints

Prayer Service



