Precious Water 
Water is a powerful and much used religious symbol. This unit of work is an outline for exploring its meaning for Christians and in particular the sacrament of baptism as well as exploring the use and importance of water in other religions.
I have written an accompanying series of notes on the symbolism of water in other religions as an introduction if the teacher wishes to broaden the experience to discuss and teach about the symbolism of water within other religions. There are also cross-curricular ideas to develop a Creative Curriculum based on Water.
Precious Water 

RE Focus: symbolism/ritual/myth
Enquiry and skills

Skills of enquiry

· investigate the meaning of the symbolism of Water through discussion and reflection

Skills of contextualisation

· explore and interpret the symbolism of Water within beliefs, teachings and practices

Skills of evaluation

· make evaluative judgements about the symbolism of Water, appreciating differing judgements and their merits

Skills of communicating and justifying one’s own ideas

· reflect on and express their own beliefs and values

Skills of application

· communicate how their beliefs and values can be applied in different situations

The intended learning outcomes are that:

· children should be able to describe a range of meanings associated with water 

· children can give an accurate account of one way in which Christians use water symbolically 

· children can describe in simple terms some of the beliefs associated with the ritual use of water 

· children can explain how Jesus was baptised and the importance of baptism to Christians 

· children can explain the importance of water for Baptists and explore issues raised 

· children can explain the importance of water to Hindus

· children can explain the importance of the River Ganges to Hindus

· children can look at how water is used in worship and prayer in different religions

· children can suggest and discuss why water is such a powerful and universal symbol

Teaching ideas

· Go out to the pond area and give the children some time observing it. At some point throw a small stone in and encourage the children to watch the ripples as they spread. What words come to mind? The children should jot down their ideas. 

· Ask the children to imagine themselves to be small water creatures, which can dive down under the water. What would they see and how would it feel? Can they describe the contrast between above and below the water’s surface? Use drama and draw themselves.

· Discuss the use of water in everyday lives. Bring out in discussion how important water is to us and this is why it is often used as a sign of life.
· If possible think about your location, and if you can visit a local stream, river or coast – take photos and think of our feelings when we are near these areas. Why is this area precious? Who is it precious to? What other areas are precious to us?  

· Look at recent flood damage - What happens when the water destroys? – why do people live close to the water? Why are we drawn to being close to water when we know the damage it can cause? Use role-play and hot seating to explore ideas. Look at news stories and personal experiences and imagine you were there – write a diary of your experiences of the flooding,
· If it is raining - arrange a chance for you to go outside and splash in puddles and feel raindrops falling on them – how do we feel? What happens to the rain on the ground? Where will the rain go? What is it like to splash in puddles? What happens to our skin as it gets wet? Write rain poems.
· Show a bottle of water or glass of water – why is this special? Why is water precious? What happens when there is a drought? 

· On a Smart board explore some pictures/videos of water in different moods (e.g. waterfalls, a millpond, the crashing waves or a rippling brook). Create a word bank of adjectives to describe water. The children could write a poem or devise music and movement as a response to one or several of these different moods and characteristics of water. What feelings does water generate? Share the children’s responses as a group, leading into an open discussion as to why they think people from all religious backgrounds use water as a symbol. What things might water represent? Record the children’s thoughts.
· Investigate what it means to Christians  - Read the story of the baptism of Jesus in Mark1: 4-11. This event could be turned into a simple piece of drama. Freeze frame the action and interview the bystanders. What do they think is going on? What happens in the story? What does it mean? Baptism was clearly a special moment. It was a beginning for Jesus to his work and an important encouragement. Baptism for John was about making a break with the past; about washing away the bad ways and making a new start. 

· In Christianity, water symbolises initiation, cleansing and in baptism all sins are washed away, ready for the new life. Explore water, washing of Jesus’ feet, symbolism of washing hands…
· Do Water is more Important than activity – discuss ideas – see resources

· invite a local priest in to perform a pretend infant baptism for the class using a doll, introducing the children to a form of words that might be used at this Christian ceremony. Do a storyboard.
· Explore issues – could a baptism go ahead if there was a problem – see resources – discuss ideas.
· Show Believers’ Baptism (RE Online) – and roleplay baptising and discussing how the believer feels before, during and after their baptism.

· Many rivers and mountains are places of pilgrimage.  Provide atlases/websites to find the River Ganges. The Ganges is the holiest river of all.  It originates from the Himalayas, the Snow Mountains. The Hindus call it Mother Ganges. All Hindus would like to go to bathe in this river. They believe it will wash away all their sins. “O, Mother Ganges, I bow down to you. By a mere touch of your holy waters, even snakes, horses, deer and monkeys (not to mention men) become as pure and as beautiful as Shiva. They can then wander about unafraid.” Show pictures of pilgrims bathing in the Ganges. Before they die many Hindus seek purification before death, and so make a pilgrimage to the Ganges. When they die, water plays an important part in the funeral; mourners may wash in the river, to purify themselves. The bones and ashes are collected and put into the Ganges. If possible invite (or view website) a Hindu to talk about their pilgrimage to the Ganges.
· Explore River Ganges – diary writing as if you were Hindu going on pilgrimage to the river and your experiences there. Explore the story behind the myth of the Ganges – represent this in the form of drama, dance or art e.g. clay tiles. Poetry: 

Mother Ganges

O, Mother Ganges,

I bow down to you…

· Compare with Christian pilgrimage to Lourdes. Cleansing, pilgrimage to Lourdes for Holy water. Every year thousands of Christians visit the shrine of Saint Bernadette in Lourdes, France.  Saint Bernadette is visited by a lady, and is told to “drink and wash in water from the spring”, there is no spring, the nearest water is a river some way away. The lady shows Bernadette where the spring is and she digs.  The lady says her name is “I am the Immaculate Conception.” Research Saint Bernadette. Write a profile. ‘Healed by miraculous waters’ – newspaper story.
· Plan a pilgrimage to Lourdes or the river Ganges from where you live. Think about: how to get there, how long it would take, who else would go, what you would take, what you would do there, the cost and what you would think about there.
· Compare the Great flood of Manu (Hinduism) with the Great Flood in Genesis 6-8. story of Noah –  What does the story tell you about God? What is the message of the story? Why did it rain for 40 days and nights?
· The power of Water is the power of God – discussion/debate.

· Look at use of water in other religions – mindmap symbolism of water in religions
· Visit a mosque or Hindu temple and observe the use of water in worship

· End unit with a discussion: Why do believers need to purify/wash away their sins? Why is water important to Christians? Hindus? Other religions? Why is water important to you?

Cross-curricular links

· In CSPE - look at your water usage as a school or family.  Look at water usage of people in a contrasting location.  Posters about persuading people to think about their water usage.

· Design their own mineral water – do bottle design and packaging, look at TV and magazine advertisements and analyse look at language of persuasion and write magazine and TV advertisements for your bottled water.
· Journalistic writing – linked to issues raised regarding problems and issues affecting the baptism. Or look at the damage caused by flooding. 

· Link to River Journey – write poetry of the journey of a river from youth to old age.  This would be a great end to Geography unit on Rivers, and produces beautiful poetry that show the children’s geographical knowledge as well as their understanding of the river’s feelings on its journey to the sea. (see example of Oliver’s poem)
· In art – make clay tiles to explore the journey of a river or part of a river e.g. a tributary or meander.  (see photos)
· Geography unit on Rivers, Coasts or Water.

· In science explore the water cycle and do unit 6c on dissolving.
· Music – composition that accompanies one of the poems written. Listen to Handel’s Water Music.

· Dance – journey of a River dance is a LCP which the children enjoy add in Chinese ribbons to symbolise the joining of the river to the sea

· Maths – look at river lengths – graph and differences. Look at River word problems – see resources. Planning pilgrimage using Travel Brochures – budget – money.
· Class novels ideas: Water Babies, The Lion, the witch and the wardrobe,  or  Wind in the Willows – all have rivers and descriptions. 
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July 2007 [image: image1.png]


[image: image2][image: image3]
