Suggestions for formulating a Religious Education Programme based on the Academic Year/Liturgical Year
“God is Love, and those who live in love live in union with God
 and God lives in union with them”  (1 John 4:16)
This RE Programme based on the Liturgical Year will assist teachers in schools that are under the Catholic Patronage, defined as Primary Schools and cater for pupils who may be over twelve years of age.
This programme will also assist teachers in Special Schools where for various reasons it is not suitable to follow either the Grow in Love programme or the Alive-O programme.

Please note Religious Education can be taught through the medium of Story, Games, Art, Music, Poetry, Movement and Drama and integrated with every aspect of the curriculum.  What is important is that the content of the Catholic Preschool and Primary Religious Education Curriculum for Ireland is evident in formulating a programme in the context of faith.
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	Resources:

· Catholic Preschool and Primary Religious Education Curriculum for Ireland (2015)
· Grow in Love programme (Junior Infants-4th Class, Sept 2017)
· Alive-O programme and posters

· The Liturgical Calendar for Ireland 2018   (http://www.liturgy-ireland.ie/liturgical-year-2017.html)                                                                                                                            (annual publication available in VERITAS Book Shop)

· Prayer Assemblies for Primary Schools- by Maurice Harmon &Elaine Mahon 

· School policy for Religious Education

· Diocesan website, www.education.dublindiocese.ie   

· Catholic Children’s Bible, St Mary’s Press

· The Gospel of Luke published for the year of Evangelisation 2009- 2010

· Catholic Good News Bible-Schools Edition, Collins

· Catechism of the Catholic Church

· Trócaire Resources
· Catholic Schools Week Resources
· Adapted Kits for Sacramental Preparation , https://www.loyolapress.com/products/special-need

	The School Year begins in September
	The Liturgical Year begins in Advent
See Grow in Love 3rd Class p.128
	The Calendar Year begins in January
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SEPTEMBER
· Mark the beginning of the school year e.g. Assembly/ Prayer Service/Mass
· Grow in Love 1st Class, p.43
· Create a Prayer Space reflecting the beginning of the academic year                                                                    ideas available in Grow in Love (Theme 1) and on September memo from Education Secretariat.   Each theme in Grow in Love provides suggestions for the class Prayer Space and included the colour that denotes the liturgical season.
· Theme: Belonging/Family
· Grow in Love J Inf p. 21, S Inf p.53, 1st Class p. 25, 2nd Class p. 25
· 8th  September - The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
· Prayers may include Hail Mary, Hail Holy Queen, Prayer to Mary
· 27th September - St Vincent de Paul
· GiL 2nd Class, p.283
· GiL 3rd  Class, p.191
· 29th  September – Feast of the Archangels:St Michael, St Gabriel, St Raphael
· Grow in Love 2nd Class, p. 105
· Theme: Jesus

· Grow in Love J Inf p. 123, S Inf p.155, 1st Class p.49, 2nd Class p. 53, 3rd Class p.85, 4th Class p.89
· Theme: God

· Grow in Love 3rd  Class p.27, 4th  Class p. 27
· Prayers eg. Morning and Night prayers, Glory Be, Mass Responses
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OCTOBER

· 1st  October- St  Thérèse of the Child Jesus, 

·  Alive-O 8 p.116

· Grow in Love 1st Class p.282, 4th Class p.
· 2nd  October -  Feast of the  Guardian Angels

· Prayer to the Guardian Angel

· O Angel of God 

· 4th  October -  St Francis of Assisi

· Grow in Love J Inf. p.67, 3rd Class p.183
· 7th  October - Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
Joyful Mysteries
Grow in Love 
·  S Inf p.120
· 1st Class p. 275

· 2nd Class p.275

· 3rd Class p.125
Sorrowful Mysteries
Grow in Love 
· 1st  Class p.192
· 3rd Class p.231 
· 4th Class p.239 
Glorious Mysteries 
Grow in Love 
· 2nd Class p.216 
· 3rd Class p.263
· 4th Class p.277
Mysteries of Light 
· Alive-O7 p.45
· 15th October _ St Teresa of Avila

· Grow in Love 4th Class p.51
· 18th  October - St Luke, Evangelist 
(see Appendix 1)
· World Mission Sunday, http://www.wmi.ie/
· 22nd October – St John Paul II 

· Grow in Love 4th Class p.50

· 28th  October – Saints Simon and Jude, the Apostles
· Grow in Love 1st Class p.57, 2nd Class p.33 


NOVEMBER
· 1st November - All Saints 

· ideal opportunity to learn about the school’s or parish’s patron saint

· 2nd  November -  The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
· Grow in Love J Inf p.233,  S Inf p.261, 1st Class p.282,  2nd Class p. 283, 3rd Class p. 341, 4th Class p. 407
· 6th  November -  All the Saints of Ireland

·  Alive-O8 T1 L13-16, p.246 
· St Patrick, St Brigid, St Colmcille, St Gobnait, St Brendan, St Canaire, St Kevin, St Lawrence O’Toole

· 14th  November -  St Laurence O’ Toole, Patron Saint of Dublin

·  Alive-O7 p. 59
· 21st  November -  The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
· Prayers to Our Lady: Prayer to Mary, Hail Mary,the Rosary 
· 30th   November -  St Andrew, the Apostles 

· Grow in Love 1st Class p.57, 2nd Class p.33  

· Last Sunday of the Church Year – Feast of Christ the King
· Prayers eg.  Prayer for the dead, litany of saints prayer, prayer to saints 


DECEMBER
· 8th  December - The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

· Alive-O8 p.155 

· Advent - the beginning of the Church year
· Alive-O7 p.87, Alive-O8 p.89

· Grow in Love J Inf p 70, S Inf p.85, 1st Class p.89, 2nd Class p.95, 3rd Class p.137
· Liturgical Calendar poster Alive-O7, Grow in Love 3rd Class p.128
· The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary: The Annunciation, the Visitation
· 12th December -  Our Lady of Guadalupe
· Grow in Love 4th Class p.343
· 13th December - St Lucy
· Grow in Love 4th Class p. 150
· 25th December Birth of Jesus, Christmas Day
· Grow in Love J Inf p 90, S Inf p.100, 1st Class p.103, 2nd Class p.111, 3rd Class p.144, 
· 26th  December -  St Stephen
· 27th December St John, Apostle and Evangelist
· see Appendix 2

· 28th December - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

· Grow in Love J Inf p.105, S Inf p.117
· Prayers eg.  blessing of Advent wreath and candles, prayer to be like Jesus, Our Father, Hail Mary, Prayer to Mary, Prayer for Parents and Families, Prayer to the Holy Family, family blessing 
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JANUARY

·  1st January - Feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, World Day of Peace

· Alive–O8 p.155
· Grow in Love S Inf p. 278
· 6th January –the Epiphany of the Lord

· Grow in Love J Inf p.95, S Inf p.106, 4th Class p.137
· 11th January - The Baptism of the Lord, 
·  2nd Mystery of Light , Alive-O7 p.45

· Sacrament of Baptism 
· Alive-O7 T3 L3-6,  Alive-O8 T1 L10, T3 L6

· Grow in Love  J Inf p.191, S Inf p.227, 1st Class p.28, 2nd Class p.28

· 3rd Sunday in  January - World Day of Migrants and Refugees
· Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

· Grow in Love 4th Class p.310
· Last Sunday in January - Catholic Schools Week 
· resources available on www.catholicschools.ie
· 28th January –St Canaire

· 31st January – St John Bosco

· Grow in Love 3rd Class p.214
· Prayers eg.  spontaneous prayer, Journey Prayer, Glory Be
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FEBRUARY

· 1st February –St Brigid, Abbess, Prayer Service for the Feast of St Brigid 
· Grow in Love S Inf p. 135,  2nd Class p.298, 4th Class p. 418  
· Theme: Creation
· Alive-O6 p. 1,
· Grow in Love J Inf p. 53, S Inf p.21, 1st Class p.237, 2nd Class p.237
· 2nd February - The Presentation of the Lord, 4th Joyful Mystery of the
                          Rosary
· Grow in Love S Inf p.120

· Grow in Love 1st Class p.275, 
· 3rd February –St Blaise, Blessing of Throats

· 11th February - World Day of Sick, Our Lady of Lourdes
· Grow in Love 3rd Class p.112

· Alive-O8 Sacrament of the Sick p.75
· 11th February –St Gobnait
· 14th February – St Valentine

· Prayers eg. Our Father, Glory Be, Hail Mary 
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MARCH
· Reconciliation
· Grow in Love 1st Class p. 137, 2nd Class p. 143, 4th Class p.351
· Rite of Reconciliation
·  Liturgy for the Rite of Reconciliation and suggested Scripture Readings for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time are available on the Grow in Love website under the heading, Professional Development 
· Ash Wednesday, Beginning of Lent
· Alive-O7 p. 144, Alive-O8 p. 162

· Grow in Love J Inf p.249, S Inf p.269, 1st Class p. 292,                2nd Class p.290, 3rd Class p. 352, 4th Class p.431
· Trócaire resourses,  www.trocaire.org
· 8th March –St Senan
· 17th March –St Patrick, prayer service
· Grow in Love J Inf p.241, 1st Class p. 301, 3rd Class p.365 
· 19th March –St Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary
· 25th March - The Annunciation of the Lord,                                                   1st Joyful Mystery of the Rosary
· Grow in Love 3rd Class p.128

· Prayers eg. Angelus, Prayer for Forgiveness, Prayer after Forgiveness, Act of Sorrow, Confiteor, Christ be with me..
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APRIL
· Holy Week and Easter

· Stations of the Cross 

· Alive-O7 p. 199, Alive-O8 p. 169

· Grow in Love J Inf p.153, S Inf p. 187, 1st  Class p. 189, 2nd Class p.193, 3rd Class p.231, 4th Class p.239 
· Holy Week

· Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

· EasterTriduum 

· Holy Thursday ; Mass of the Lord's Supper

· Good Friday of the Lord's Passion

· Holy Saturday; Easter Vigil, Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
· Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection  
· Accounts of the Risen Jesus
·  Alive-O7 p.206,     Alive-O8 p.177
· Grow in Love 1st Class p.214, 2nd Class p.213, 3rd Class p.243, 4th Class p. 262
· The Mass

· Grow in Love 3rd Class p. 315, 4th Class p.379
· Baptism 

· Grow in Love 3rd Class p.277
· Prayers eg.  Santus (Holy, Holy), Lamb of God, Apostles’ Creed
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MAY

· Month of Mary, Mother of God
· Our Lady Of Guadalupe
· Grow in Love  4th Class p.343
· Our Lady of Lourdes 
· Grow in Love 3rd Class p.115 
· Our Lady of Knock
· Grow in Love 3rd Class p. 304

· 16th May – St Brendan

· Easter season
· Ascension of the Lord 
· Pentecost Sunday  
· Grow in Love 3rd Class p.263, 4th Class p.281
· Holy Spirit

· Grow in Love 1st Class p.214, 2nd Class p.213

· Sacrament of Confirmation 

· Alive-O7 T2 L7-L11, Alive-O8 T2 L1-L7

· 31st May - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 2nd Joyful Mystery of the Rosary 
· The Mass

· Grow in Love J Inf p. 209, S Inf p.213, 1st Class p. 76, p. 115, p. 163
2nd Class p. 80, p.123, p. 169, 3rd Class p.315, 4th Class p.379
· The Church

· Grow in Love J Inf p.177, S Inf p.213
· Prayers eg.  the Rosary, Mass responces, Gloria
[image: image13.jpg]



JUNE

· 3rd June –St Kevin

·  Alive-O 7 p. 57
· Grow in Love  3rd Class p. 296 
· 4th June – St Anthony

· Grow in Love 4th Class p.113
· Feast of the Most Holy Trinity (Sunday after Pentecost) 
· The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Corpus Christ (Sunday after Trinity Sunday)
· Alive-O6 p.179

· Grow in Love  1st Class p. 163 , 2nd Class p. 169
· 9th June –St Columba 

· 23rd June - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

· 24th June - The Nativity of St John the Baptist
· Grow in Love 3rd Class p.93, 4th Class p.184

· Prayers: Revise all prayers taught this year. End of year rituals and ceremonies available in Alive-O and Grow in Love teacher manuals. 

	
	


	Appendix 1

	Catholic Preschool and Primary Religious Education Curriculum for Ireland (2015)
Gospel according to St Luke

	Preschool Level
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	•Lk 1:26-38. The Annunciation.

 •  Lk 2:1-20. The story of Jesus’ birth. The adoration of the shepherds
	•  Lk 2:22-40. Jesus is presented in the temple. 

•  Lk 2:41-50. Jesus is found in the temple.

•  Lk 3:2-3; 15-18. John the Baptist. 

•  Lk 11:1-4; Our Father

•  Lk 17:11-19. The ten lepers.
	 •  Lk 4:1-13; Jesus in the desert. 

•  Lk 5:1-11. Disciples called. 

•  Lk 6:12-16. The choice of the twelve. 

•  Lk 19:1-10. Zacchaeus. 

• Lk 21:1-4.The widow’s mite

• Lk 22:7-20. Last Supper. 

•  Lk 22:47-53. Betrayal and arrest. 

•  Lk 22:54-62. Peter’s denial. 

•  Lk 23:33-49. Christ’s death and burial, good thief
	• Lk 1:39-45. Visitation. 

•  Lk 4: 1-13;  Temptation of Jesus. 

•  Lk 7:11-17. Widow’s son at Nain. 

•  Lk 8:1-3. Women provide for Jesus. 

•  Lk 9:12-17.. Feeding of the five thousand. 

•  Lk 10:25-37. The Good Samaritan. 

•  Lk 10:27. The Greatest Commandment. 

•  Lk 11: 5-13. Parable of the insistent friend. 

•  Lk 13:10-17. Healing of woman bent over. 

•  Lk 15:4-7. Parable of the lost sheep. 

•  Lk 15:8-10. Parable of the Lost Coin. 

•  Lk 18:1-8. Widow and judge. 

•  Lk 18:9-13. Pharisee and tax collector.

• Lk 22:31-34; 54-62. Peter betrays Jesus. 

•  Lk 22:66-71, Lk 23:1-43. Trial and crucifixion
	•  Lk 1:5-24; 57-80. Story of Zechariah. 

• Lk 4:14-22. Jesus claims to be the Messiah. 

•  Lk 4:16-22. The spirit of the Lord. •  Lk 7:36-50; Mary anoints Jesus. 

•  Lk 7:19-23. The signs of the Messiah. 

•  Lk 15:11-32. The Prodigal Son. 

•  Lk 16:19-31. Parable of rich man and Lazarus. 

•  Lk 22:42. Jesus’ prayer on the Mount of Olives 

•  Lk 24:49. Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit

• Lk 19:29-38. Entry into Jerusalem. 

•  Lk 22:7-20. Last Supper.

•  Lk 22:47-53 Betrayal by Judas and arrest of Jesus. 

•  Lk 22:54-62 Peter’s denial of Jesus. 

•  Lk 23:26-31. Road to Calvary. 

•  Lk 23:34-43. Let him save himself if he is the Messiah

• Lk 24:13-35. The Road to Emmaus. 

•  Lk 24:36-49. Jesus appears to eleven disciples. 

•  Lk 24:50-3; Acts 1:1-11. The Ascension and second coming of  Christ.

	
	                  

	Appendix 2

	Catholic Preschool and Primary Religious Education Curriculum for Ireland (2015)
Gospel according to St John.

	Preschool Level
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	• Jn 2:1-12. The Wedding at Cana. 

•  Jn 10:2-5, 11-16. The Good Shepherd.
	• Jn 10:2-5, 11-16. The Good Shepherd. •  Jn 13:34. Love one another 
• Jn 19:18, 25, 30. Crucifixion. 

•  Jn 21:1-14. Jesus’ appearance (Tiberias).
	•Jn 5:36-37. The Father has sent me. 
•  Jn 6:35. ‘I am the Bread of Life.’ 

•  Jn 6:38. ‘For I have come down  from heaven.’ 

•  Jn 8:12. Jesus light of the world. 

•  Jn 12:1-8. Jesus shares a meal with his friends. 

•  Jn 13:34-35. Love commandment. 

•  Jn 14:9-10. ‘Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.’ 

•  Jn 15:14. ‘You are my friends if you do what I command you 
• Jn 10:1-16. The Good Shepherd 

•  Jn 13:3-15. The washing of the feet. 

•  Jn 12:12-16. Entry into Jerusalem.

 •  Jn 19:17-30. Christ’s death. 
• Jn 20:1-10; 11-18. Disciples at the tomb. 

•  Jn 20:1, 11-18. Mary Magdalene meets the Risen Jesus.
	• Jn 13:34-35. New Commandment.
• Jn 19:1-16. Crowning with thorns. 

•  Jn 19:18, 25, 30, 38-42. Jesus dies on the cross. 

•  Jn 19:26-27. Woman, here is your son. 
• Jn 20:1-9. Peter and John at tomb.

•  Jn 20:19-23. Jesus appears to his disciples
	• Jn 1:6-8, 15. John the Baptist. 

•  Jn 1:29-34.  Baptism of Jesus. 
•  Jn 8:1-11. Jesus forgives the woman caught in adultery. 

•  Jn 14:1-4. ‘In my father’s house …’ 

•  Jn 14:15-17. Spirit as advocate. 

•  Jn 14:25-26. The Advocate will teach you everything.

•Jn 12:12-19. Entry into Jerusalem. 

•  Jn 13:1-20. Washing of feet. 

•  Jn 19:25-7.  Women at cross and ‘woman here is your son’

• Jn 20:1-18. Mary and Peter at tomb. 

•  Jn 20:11-18. Mary meets Jesus. 

•  Jn 21:15-17. Peter shepherd of the whole flock.
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