Fifth Class Alive-O Programme

The major theme of this years programme is Spirit. This is an appropriate theme as for many it is the year they will begin a two year preparation for Confirmation. The theme of Spirit besides dealing with the Holy Spirit also covers the notion of Spirit in general. It is the Spirit of God in Jesus who moves us to faith, hope and love in the first instance. The work of parent, teacher and priest in Religious Education is a work of co-operation with the Holy Spirit.

We suggest the following sequence for the first five lessons in Term 1
Lesson 3 Week 2
Lesson 4 Week 3
Lesson 2 Week 4
Lesson 5 Week 5
Lesson 6 Week 6

In term 1 after the opening prayer ritual the programme begins by exploring:
· The spirit of prophecy through an engagement with clay and by an examination of the prophetic call, children are led to discern the Spirit behind people’s lives and events concluding with the work of the spirit in Jesus. Modern day prophets such as Bono, Gandhi and Sr. Veronica are also discussed

· The mysteries of light are introduced as a lesson on Mary. These mysteries celebrate major events in the public ministry of Jesus by the power of the Spirit

· The lesson on the lives of St. Kevin and St. Lawrence O’Toole gives good example of the Christian life lived and graced in the Spirit

· The Commandments are also presented not just as a set of rules but rather as inviting pathways leading from slavery to freedom

· The remaining lessons focus on Advent as a time of waiting and seek to act in a countercultural way to what is becoming a commercial spirit leading up to Christmas

In term 2 a weaving activity which is central to these 5 lessons aims to reinforce the notion of a unity in life despite the various colours, strands and fabrics encountered the first five lessons deal with:
· The call of the Spirit for children to grow and develop to their full potential. This call to grow in faith, community, morality and love is a holistic one represented by the seamless garment. Lent and Holy Week are also presented in this term. Alive-O 7 deals with the Liturgical Year as a unit and attempts to show that in following the Church’s Liturgical calendar we, in spirit re-enact, relive and celebrate the saving action of God through Jesus in the power of the Spirit

· Lessons on the Sacrament of Confirmation are included for the convenience of the teacher preparing for Confirmation in Fifth class and may be omitted if children are to receive the sacrament in sixth class next year. Lessons dealing with the symbols of the Holy Spirit are taught in fifth class

In Term 3 post Easter the theme of Spirit is continued and ….
the various forms of presence of the risen Jesus at Mass is explored, through the power of the Spirit.

There are lessons on:
Growth/life after Confirmation and for those who have not yet received the Sacrament these set of lessons may be adapted to grow/celebrate Christian commitment after Easter in the form of a four act drama over 6 weeks

Additional Prayers to be learned in Fifth class are:
· Hail Holy Queen

· Prayers the Holy Spirit

· Prayers for the Sacrament of Reconciliation

· Responses during the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation (Sacramental classes only)

Bible Stories and Scripture Passages Alive-O 7 (Fifth Class)
The Woman who fed Elijah, p. 17
Jeremiah, p. 23
A Woman who was bent over, p. 31
Bartimaeus, p. 32
Jesus proclaims the Kingdom of God, p. 50
The Transfiguration, p. 51
The Garden Story, p. 65
The Ten Commandments, p. 72-74
I am the Lord your God, p. 84
Anna waits, p. 97
Simeon waits, p. 98
The Birth of Jesus, p. 103
The Beatitudes, p. 132
Jesus goes into the Wilderness, p. 149
The Burning Bush, p. 157
The seven gifts, p. 182
Jesus washes the feet of the Disciples, p. 201
Jesus prepares to enter Jerusalem, p. 210
Jesus and Thomas, p. 209
Jesus appears to the seven Disciples, p. 209
Jesus is alive, p. 209
The Risen Jesus is with us, p. 219-220
The Acts of the Apostles, p. 227

Songs Alive-O 7 (Fifth Class)
Acclamation of Faith, p. 275
Alive-O, p. 276
Alive-O Mass, p. 270-274
An Paidir, p. 277
Been There, Done That, p. 278
Bless the Lord, p. 280
Call Out the Prophets, p. 281
Christ Be Our Light, p. 283
Christian Community, p. 285
Come Christians All Rejoice, p. 286
Come and Be Born In Our Hearts, p. 287
Come Holy Spirit, p. 288 – 289
Community Song, p. 290-293
Críost Liom, p. 294
Do Not Be Afraid, p. 295
Easter Alleluia, p. 296
Every Valley, p. 297
Faith Song, p. 298-299
Gather Round, p. 300
Go Tell Everyone, p. 301
Happy In The Presence, p. 302-303
Mary’s Lullaby, p. 304

Medley of Christmas Carols:
Hark the Herald Angels, p. 305
Joy to the World, p. 306
O’Come All Ye Faithful, p. 307
My Shepherd is the Lord, p. 308
Parish Anthem, p. 309
Sign of the Cross Chant, p. 310
Song of Confirmation, p. 311-312
Song of the God’s, p. 313-314
Spirit Anthem, p. 315
Spirit-Filled Day, p. 316-317
Tar Chugam, p. 318
The Apostle’s Creed, p. 319-320
The Beatutudes, p.321
The Begger’s Song, p. 322-323
The Call, p. 324
The Lord Jesus, p. 325
The Salvation Song, p. 326
The Ten Commandments, p. 327-328
The Weaving Song, p. 329-330
This is the Day, p. 331
This is the Wood of the Cross, p. 332
Today and From Now On, p. 333
We Are the Greatest, p. 334-335
Wilderness, p. 336

Poems Alive-O 7 (Fifth Class)
The Kindness and the Rage, p. 23
The Risen Lord, p. 34
How was the Wedding, p. 48-49
Mixing Colours/More Mixing, p. 111
I Am a Person, p. 143
Hermit’s Song/Amhrán and Chorrdhuine, p. 147
The Burning Bush, p.157
Eutychus, p. 174
The Washing of the Feet, p. 202

For information on Doctrine and a full listing of prayers for each class go to the “Doctrine” and “Prayers” sections of the menu.
