	ALIVE-O7  Term 1

	Lesson Title
	What am I trying to do?
	Why?
	Song
	Story/ Poem
	Prayertime
	DVD
	To be learned

	1. Opening of a New School Year
	Explore the significance of ‘opening’, in relation to the new school year.
	So as to foster

- the children’s awareness of significant moments in their lives;

- an openness to prayers and ritual as a response to  significant  moments.


	Sign of the Cross Chant
	Jesus heals the blind men,

 Mt 9:27-30

	Opening Prayer Ritual
	
	

	2. The Call to be Prophetic
(week 4)
	Explore the children’s experience and understanding of ‘call’ and deepen their sense of the call to prophecy in their lives.
	So that they may be helped to respond to it in their present lives.
	Call of the Prophets
	· God made man, Genesis 2:7

· Get a Life
	· Prayer beginning work 

· Praying with clay

· Prayer ending work

· Blessing the pots

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Our Father-Ár nAthair
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Potter at work
	Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand. (Jer 18:6)



	3. Hearing the Call
(week 2)
	Develop the children’s understanding of what the prophetic call means by pointing to examples of it.
	So that they may embrace the prophetic call as something alive and necessary.
	The Call
	The Prophets
· Elijah on Mt Sinai, 1 Kings 19:8-12 
· God calls Isaiah to be a prophet, Isaiah 6:1-8
· The call of Jeremiah,

· Jer 1:4-10        

· God calls Ezekiel to be a prophet,

· Ezekiel 2:1-8
· The Woman who fed Elijah, Ezekiel 19: 5-9


	Prayer chant/

Two prayer services
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Missed Calls


	I have called you by name, you are mine. 

(Is 43:1)



	4. Jeremiah hears the Call
(week 3)
	Explore the children’s experience of ‘false gods’; offer the life and prophecy of Jeremiah as a source of knowledge and nourishment.
	So that their response to the prophetic call in their own lives may be well rooted.
	· Do Not Be Afraid

· The Call
	· Jeremiah visits the potter,

· Jer 18:1-6
· Jeremiah in a dry well, 

· Jer 38

· Jer 29:11-13

Poem: The Kindness and the Rage

	Guided meditation/ When you search for me you will find me if you seek me with all your heart/ return to me
	
	When you search for me , you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart. (Jer29:13)



	5. Jesus and prophecy 
(week 5)
	Show that what was foretold by the prophets of old is fulfilled and surpassed in the teachings and actions of Jesus.
	So that the children may appreciate Jesus as more than the fulfilment of prophecy. 
	Go Tell Everyone
	· Jesus is rejected at Nazareth
· Lk 4:16-30
· A Woman who was bent over,

· Lk 13:10-17
· Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus, 

· Mk 10:46-52

· Isaiah 61:1-2 (The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He sent me…)

Poem: 

· Song of the Woman who was Bent Over

· The Risen Jesus
	Ritual of Anointing

Two guided meditations 

The Jesus Prayer (Jesus son of David, have pity on me)
	Bartimeus

	The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

(Lk 4:18)

	6. The Spirit of Prophecy
(week 6)
	Revisit the children’s experience of prophecy in their own lives and in the modern world.
	So that they might be motivated to respond to the same call in their present lives.


	· Beautiful Day

· Call of the Prophets
	· Jesus and the Prophets

· Aislinn

· Bono

· Gandhi


	· Ritual of the Lord’s Favour

· Meditation
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Modern day prophets
	’The law of profit alone cannot be applied to that which is essential for the fight against hunger, disease and poverty’

(Pope John Paul  II)

	7. Mary and the Mysteries of Light
	Deepen the children’s appreciation of Mary and introduce them to the ‘Mysteries of Light’ of the Rosary.
	So that through her and like her they, too, will honour Jesus. 
	· The Apostle’s Creed

· Bless the Lord (Glory be to the Father) 
	The stories of the Mysteries of Light.
· The Baptism of Jesus,
Mt 3: 13-17, Mk 1:9-11, 

Lk 3:21-22
· The Wedding Feast at Cana,
John 2:1-11
· Jesus proclaims the Kingdom of God, Mk 1:14-15
· The Transfiguration of Jesus, 

Mt: 17:1-9
· Jesus gives us the Eucharist, Jn 13:1, 4-5, 14

Poem: How was the Wedding?
	Luminous 

Mysteries of the Rosary
Hail Holy Queen
	
	Why do Christians honour Mary?
Christians honour Mary because she is the mother of Jesus and our mother.

	8. The Saints
	Introduce children to the ‘icon’ and to St Kevin and St Lawrence O’Toole.
	So that they may continue to be nourished by the exemplary lives of Irish saints.
	· Críost Liom

· An Phaidir
	Icons/ St Kevin/ St Lawrence O’Toole
Psalm 65, A Song of Praise and Thanksgiving
Psalm 67, A song of Thanksgiving,
Psalm 96, God the Supreme Ruler
Psalm 98, God the Supreme King
Psalm 100, A Hymn of Praise
Psalm 104, In Praise of the Creator
Psalm 136, A Hymn of Thanksgiving
Psalm145, A Hymn of Praise
Psalm 148, A Call for the Universe to praise God
Psalm 150, Praise the Lord
	· Meditations

· Litany of the Saints
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Icons
	Let us honour the saints because they loved God and are united with him forever in heaven. May they help us by their prayers.

	9. The Garden Story
	Introduce the children to the story of the fall of Adam and Eve. 
	So that, appreciating our need for salvation, they may more fully celebrate Advent, Holy Week and Easter.
	The Salvation Song
	The Garden Story 
The Garden of Eden,

 Genesis 2:7
Human disobedience
 Genesis 3: 24


	· Meditation

· Litany of Salvation
	
	What does the bible tell us about sin?
The Bible tells us that sin came into the world through disobedience and that all people are sinners and need a saviour.

What do we call the first sin?
We call the first sin ‘original sin’.

Who is the saviour of the world?
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, is the saviour of the world.

 What is original sin?
Original sin came into the world, originally, through peoples’ disobedience. Jesus  Christ came to save people from that original sin, and from all sin that follows from it.


	10. Commandments (1)
	Help the children to situate the Ten Commandments in the context of context love.
	So that they may live more freely in accordance with God’s love.
	The Ten Commandments
	God and the Jewish People

Story of the Ten Commandments.
The Ten Commandments, 

Exodus 20:1-5, 7-8, 12-17, 
	Three prayertimes
	
	The Ten Commandments

	11. Commandments (2)
	Enable the children to situate the Ten Commandments in a New Testament context.
	So that they might live more freely in accordance with God’s love.
	The Ten Commandments

Our Father (in Aramaic)
	Welcome to God’s Kingdom
Our Father, Mt 6:9-13


	· Three prayer services 

· Our Father meditation

· Reconciliation Service
	
	To be truly free does not mean doing everything that pleases me, or doing what I want to do…To be truly free means to use one’s own freedom for what is a true good.’ (Pope John Paul II, Dilecti amici)


	12. Waiting in Joyful Hope
	Offer the children an opportunity to experience waiting ‘in the spirit of Advent’.
	So that the Church season of Advent may become a reality in the classroom.
	· Call of the Bell

· Come and be Born in our Hearts

· Medley of Carols

· Every Valley

· Mary’s Lullaby
	Church Seasons

Reflections on Advent
Advent Word, Waiting in Joyful Hope, The Road to Holiness, Isaiah 35:1-10
Advent Word, The Peaceful King Isaiah 11; 1-10
Advent Word, God’s assurance to Israel Isaiah 41:10
Advent Word, Mary visits Elizabeth, Lk 1:39-45
 Advent Word, Anna, (adapted), Jesus is presented in the temple, Lk 2:22-38
Advent Word, Simeon (adapted), Jesus is presented in the temple, Lk 2:22-38
Advent Word, The Birth of Jesus is announced, Lk 1: 26-38
Advent Word, The Shepherds and the Angels, Lk 2:8-20  
Advent Word, Visitors from the East, Mt: 2: 1-12
Advent Word, The Birth of Jesus
	Constant Advent reflection and silence
	
	


