	ALIVE –O2 Term 1
	
	

	Lesson Title
	What am I trying to do?
	Why?
	Song
	Story
	Poem
	Prayertime
	DVD

	1. School Starts
Poster
	To explore the children’s experience of ‘restarting’ school.  In the case of children using this programme in Junior Infants, to explore their experience of starting school.
	So that children may begin to consolidate an appreciation of significant moments in life’s cycles, and come to a greater awareness of God’s presence with them throughout life.  


	· Busy Busy

· Off to School

· Thank You God
	The Sleepy School Wakes Up
	Travelling to School
	· Thank you God for everything

· Meditation (intro)

· Thank you God as I have grown
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	2. Together Again
	To help the children to come to an understanding of themselves as unique individuals created in the image and likeness of God and called to live in community with others.
	So that they will begin to appreciate their own individuality and recognise the tension between the individual and the call to be in relationship with others, because Christian living encourages an integration of personal and communal living.


	I am Special, So are you
	Billy By Himself
	Hello
	· God loves each of us in a special way

· God is with us always
· Morning Prayer
· Thank you God for each of us
· Glory be to the Father

	

	3. I Can Feel
	To help the children to be aware of and to be able to give expression to their different feelings.
	So that they will appreciate their feelings as gifts and become aware that God is with them however they feel.


	Feelings
	Robotot the Robot
	The Sea
	· Please God be with us when we feel…..
· Our Father
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Toy Story

	4. Getting Along Together
	To explore, through play, the need we have for others, and to affirm the child’s capacity for play.
	So that they will come to a deeper understanding of themselves as interdependent people needing co-operation and support from others, and with capacity to offer this same support and co-operation to those around them.
	One Won’t Do
	Hey Diddle Diddle
	· Sometime

· Play Shop
	· Please God hear our prayer. 

· Our Father..thy name

· We praise you,

we bless you, we thank you

	

	5. Autumn
	To help the children to explore their experience of the world in autumn.
	To enhance their awareness of the fruitfulness of autumn.  To help them appreciate their interdependence upon one another, upon the earth, upon God.  To give them the opportunity to give God thanks.
	· Autumn

· I’m the Farmer
	· King of the Road

· Teaching about prayer  Mt 6:9
	Harvest Festival
	Our Father…as it is in heaven
	

	6. Autumn Colours

Poster

	To help children to become aware of the seasonal changes in the colours we find in the world of nature, to recognise these as a sign of the changing moods and seasons in the natural world, and to have a sense of the interconnectedness between the seasonal changes in the natural world and the changes in human life.

	So that they will begin to become aware of the unity of creation and give thanks to God.
	Autumn Colours
	The Dummies
	· Mixing Colours

· Autumn
	God of the autumn we thank you. 
	

	7. Let’s Celebrate
	To provide the opportunity for the children to reflect on and to celebrate the ways in which they have grown and developed.

To offer the home, the school, and the parish the opportunity to come together and to celebrate their partnership in the religious education of children.

	So that teachers, parents and those involved in parish pastoral work may have a sense of the enrichment that is taking place in children’s lives and be themselves enriched.
	Revise previous songs; I am Special and One Won’t Do
	Billy By Himself
	O Praise the Lord
	· Prayer Service

· God bless them and keep them we pray.
	

	8. Hallowe’en

Poster

	To help the children to focus on their experience of light and darkness.
	So that they will be aware of changing moods and seasons in the natural world and in their experience of human life.

So that they will begin to understand the significance of light and darkness as a preparation for their future understanding of light as one of the great Christian symbols.

	Hallowe’en
	The Waxicles
	
	· Night Prayer
	

	9.      Let’s        Remember
(November)
	To provide an opportunity for the children to remember and pray for those who have died.  To offer the home, the school and the parish the opportunity to come together and to act in partnership in the religious education of children.


	So that children will have some background upon which they can build an understanding of the concept of the Communion of Saints.
	Remember Them
	The Daffodils
	We Call to Mind
	· Prayer Service

· May they rest in peace.
	

	10.    Caring
	To lead the children to explore the idea of caring through looking at the ways in which care is shown in their own lives.
	So that they will begin to understand the meaning of care, to appreciate those who care for them and to recognise their own need for care. 


	They Care for Me
	The Owl Babies
	Caring
	· Our Father… against us.
· Thank you God for caring for us.

· God bless them and keep them we pray.
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Song:

They care for me

	11.    They Care   For Me
	To help the children to become more aware of the many people who care for them and of the ways in which they show they care.
	So that they will appreciate the many carers in their lives.  We also help them to be aware that it is through the love and care of others that we experience God’s love and care.


	Neighbours
	Dunbeg
	Who Cares?
	· Thank you God for those who care for us.
· Grace Before Meals

· Grace After Meals
	

	12.     I Care For Them
	To explore with the children their ability to be carers.
	So that they will begin to become ‘care-full’ people who recognise the interdependence of all creation.


	My Special Toy
	Pepper’s Day Out
	I Care
	Prayertime
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Song: My special toy

	13.     God Cares For Us

Poster
	To help the children become aware that God cares for them.
	So that they will be able to relate to God as someone who loves and cares for them.


	My Shepherd is the Lord
	David Cares
David anointed King 

1 Sam 16:19-22
	God’s Care
	Prayertime
	

	14.     Preparing
	To help the children to focus on their experience of preparing for Christmas.

To introduce them to the story of Mary and Elizabeth, who prepared for the first Christmas.
	So that they will understand the significance of time spent in preparation, and be aware that they are now preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas.
	Advent Song
	Two Cousins

Mary’s Song of Praise

Lk 1:39-56
	Mary and Elizabeth
	· Hail Mary
· Thank you, God, for Jesus, Is the prayer we say. Thank you, God, for Jesus, Thank you day by day.
	

	15.     Preparing for the Birth of Jesus


	To focus imaginatively on the lead-up to the birth of Jesus.
	So that the children will focus on their present experience of this time of the year as a lead-up to the celebration of the birth of Jesus.


	Carol of the Journey
	The City Prepares

Lk 2:1-24

Mt 2:1-12
	Ten Little Innkeepers
	God bless them and keep them we pray.
	

	16. Celebrating the Birth of Jesus
Poster
	To deepen the children’s knowledge of and love for the story of the birth of Jesus.
	So that they will link their experience of preparing for the celebration of Christmas with the birth of Jesus.


	· Away in a Manger  

· Mary
	Jesus is Born
The Birth of Jesus

Lk 21:20

Mt 1:18-25
	· Mary and Joseph

· Come and See
	Prayertime
	


