Graduation Mass (Option 2)
What lies behind us and what lies ahead of us 

are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.

Entrance Song : 
We will be your witnesses to all the world. We will be your witnesses to all the world.
Priest
In the name of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

All
Amen.

Priest
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All
And with your spirit.
Penetential Rite led by (Insert student names)
For times when we get carried away and are unfair to people
Lord have mercy

Lord have mercy

For times when we let anger get the better of us
Christ have mercy

Christ have mercy

For times when we failed to respect ourselves and others around us

Lord have mercy

Lord have mercy
Symbols of Class of 2017 read by (Insert student names)
We begin with Name of Student bringing up a blue Kite. The colour represents our year group from the beginning as we began our journey as classes G,O,R,M.

Name of Student brings up a small penguin. This is another reminder of our beginning here at Name of School when we were invited to take our school mascot on our adventure for the next six years.
Name of Student brings up a statue of people holding hands. This is a reminder of the bonds we have made between students and staff during our time here at Name of School.
A friendship bracelet is brought up by Name of Student. This represents the friendships that we have made at Name of School and the hope we have to stay in contact with our classmates.
The school journal is brought up by Name of Student representing the life and image we display through our school, our school rules and our motto.
Name of Student brings up a bicycle helmet. This is to represent our year group’s efforts in the promotion of Mental Health Awareness through their participation in the ‘Cycle Against Suicide’ each year.
Name of Student and Name of Student bring up basketball and hurling trophies. These remind us of the dedication and talent our year has proved in sport here in school.
Name of Student brings forth a programme from one of the musicals we were involved in; representing the musical and theatrical talent that has flourished in our year since First Year.

The flags of the Comenius project countries are brought up by Name of Student and Name of Student to remind us of our adventures abroad creating new friendships that still last today. 

Lastly, two school roll books are brought up by Name of Student and Name of Student: One from 1st year and one from 6th year. This symbolises all the students that have been part of our year from beginning to end, as each has contributed their own unique qualities; making our time here so memorable.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
AN CHÉAD LÉACHT:  léamh ag Ainm agus Ainm 

Sliocht as Leabhair Cóheilit

Tá a ionú féin ag gach uile ní agus tá a thráth ann don uile ghnó faoin spear.
Tráth breithe, tráth báis,

Tráth curtha sil, tráth bainte fómhair,

Tráth maraithe, tráth leighis,

Tráth leagtha, tráth tógála,

Tráth goil, tráth gáire,

Tráth caointe, tráth rince,

Tráth scaipthe cloch, tráth bailithe cloch,

Tráth beirthe barróg, tráth séanta barróg,

Tráth cuardaigh, tráth cailte,

Tráth coimeádta, tráth caite,

Tráth stóicthe, tráth fuála,

Tráth tosta, tráth cainte,

Tráth grá, tráth fuatha,

Tráth cogaidh, tráth síochána.

Cén tairbhe a bhaineann duine as an dúthracht a chaitheann sé lena chuid oibre? Chonaic mé an saothar a thug Dia don chine daonna le déanamh. Gach uile ní a dhéannann Dia, oireann sé dá thráth féin; ach bíoch gur chuir sé ar chumas an duine machnamh a dhéannamh ar imeacht an ama ina iomláine, ní féidir leis an duine an obair a dhéannan Dia ó thus go deireadh a thuiscint.

Is eol dom nach bhfuil aon ní ann is fearr do dhuine ná gairdeas a dhéanamh agus saol sona sásta a chaitheamh fad is beo dó. Go deimhin, má éiríonn le duine ithe agus ól a dhéanamh agus aoibhneas a bhaint as a chuid saothair go léir, is tabhartas ó Dhia é.”
Sin é briathar an Tiarna.
Buiochas le Dia
 A reading from the book of the Ecclesiastes

Everything that happens in this world happens at the time God chooses.

He sets the time for birth and the time for death, 

the time for planning and the time for pulling up, 

the time for killing and the time for healing, 

the time for tearing down and the time for building.

He sets the time for sorrow and the time for joy, 

the time for mourning and the time for dancing, 

the time for making love and the time for not making love,

 the time for kissing and the time for not kissing.

He sets the time for finding and the time for losing, 

the time for saving and the time for throwing away, 

the time for tearing and the time for mending, 

the time for silence and the time for talk.

He sets the time for love and the time for hate, 

the time for war and the time for peace.

What do we gain from all our work? I know the heavy burdens that God has laid on us.

He has set the right time for everything. He has given us a desire to know the future, but never gives us the satisfaction of fully understanding what he does. So I realised that all we can do is to be happy and do the best we can while we are still alive. All of us should eat and drink and enjoy what we have worked for. It is God’s gift.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
PSALM 
This is the day that the Lord has made 
Let us rejoice and be glad

Second Reading: read by (Insert Student Name)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Corinthians.

I may be able to speak the languages of human beings and even of angels, but if I have no love, my speech is no more than a noisy gong or a clanging bell.

I may have the gift of inspired preaching; I may have all knowledge and understand all secrets; I may have all the faith needed to move mountains – but if I have no love, this does me no good.

“Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud; love is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of wrongs; love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth.

Love never gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience never fail.

The word of the Lord

ALLELUIA :  Seinn Alleluia

GOSPEL
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you Lord.

 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.  This is my command: Love each other.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily  Celebrant’s name
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Parent

We pray for the class of 2017 – that they have a new beginning in life with peace, happiness, success and love
Lord hear us
Lord graciously hear us.
Student
We pray for the current, past and future students of Name of School, that they may have meas, díograis and dea-chroí. 

Lord hear us
Lord graciously hear us.
Student
We pray for us, the leaving cert students and the junior cert students too: that we can achieve results that befit the best of our ability. 

Lord hear us
Lord graciously hear us.
Student
We pray for and thank God for the staff of Name of School, for helping us to progress through the six years. May they have good health to continue their work and may they have support from everyone to do so.
Lord hear us
Lord graciously hear us.
Student 
We pray for al those who are remembered in our memorial garden. May they never be forgotten and always be remembered. 

Lord hear us
Lord graciously hear us.
Student
We pray for all those in Name of School especially those in our year who have lost loved ones. May they always know that we are a school community that support each other.

Lord hear us
Lord graciously hear us.
Student
We pray for our parents, we thank them for their help and support that they have given us throughout our time at Name of School. May they continue to guide us as we finish school and go out into the world.

Lord hear us

Lord graciously hear us.
Offertory Procession

The gifts of bread and wine are brought to the altar 
by Name of Student 1 and Name of Student 2
Offertory instrumental:  performed by (Student Name)
P.

Pray, brothers and sisters that our sacrifices may be 

acceptable to God the almighty father.

All.

May the Lord accept this sacrifice at your hands, for the



praise 
and glory of God’s name, for our good and the good



of all his Holy Church.

Eucharistic Prayer
P.

The Lord be with you.

All.

And with your Spirit

P.

Lift up your hearts.

All.

We lift them up to the Lord.

P.

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

All.

It is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

Father of mercies and faithful God. 

For you have given us Jesus Christ, your Son, 

as our Lord and Redeemer. 

He always showed compassion 

for children and for the poor, 

for the sick and for sinners, 

and he became a neighbor 

to the oppressed and the afflicted. 

By word and deed he announced to the world 

that you are our Father 

and that you care for all your sons and daughters. 

And so, with all the Angels and Saints, 

we exalt and bless your name 

and sing the hymn of your glory, 

as without end we acclaim: 
Holy. Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest.
You are indeed Holy and to be glorified, O God, 

who love the human race 

and who always walk with us on the journey of life. 

Blessed indeed is your Son, present in our midst 

when we are gathered by his love, 

and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us, 

he opens the Scriptures and breaks the bread. 

Therefore, Father most merciful, 

we ask that you send forth your Holy Spirit 

to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, 
that they may become for us the Body and ( Blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

On the day before he was to suffer, 

on the night of the Last Supper, 
he took bread and said the blessing, 

broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT, 

FOR THIS IS MY BODY, 

WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU. 

In a similar way, when supper was ended, 
he took the chalice, gave you thanks 

and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, 

FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, 

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW 

AND ETERNAL COVENANT, 

WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU 

AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 

The mystery of faith. 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. 

Therefore, holy Father, as we celebrate the memorial 

of Christ your Son, our Saviour, whom you led 

through his Passion and Death on the Cross 

to the glory of the Resurrection, 

and whom you have seated at your right hand, 

we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again 

and we offer you the Bread of life 

and the Chalice of blessing.

Look with favour on the oblation of your Church, 

in which we show forth the paschal Sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us, and grant that, by the power of the Spirit of your love, we may be counted now and until the day of eternity 

among the members of your Son, in whose Body and Blood we have communion. 

Bring your Church, O Lord, to perfect faith and charity, 

together with Francis our Pope and Diarmuid our Bishop, with all Bishops, Priests and Deacons, 

and the entire people you have made your own. 

Open our eyes to the needs of our brothers and sisters; inspire in us words and actions 

to comfort those who labor and are burdened. 

Make us serve them truly, after the example of Christ and at his command. 

And may your Church stand as a living witness to truth and freedom, to peace and justice, 

that all people may be raised up to a new hope. 

Remember our brothers and sisters, who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ, and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known. 

Admit them to rejoice in the light of your face, and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life. Grant also to us, when our earthly pilgrimage is done, that we may come to an eternal dwelling place and live with you for ever; there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with the Apostles and Martyrs, with Saint Neasáin and with all the Saints, 
we shall praise and exalt you, through Jesus Christ, your Son. 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever. 

 Amen. 

COMMUNION RITE

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed by thy name;

thy kingdom come, thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles, Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us,

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
Communion Hymn 
Reflection after communion read by (Student Name)
May I become at all times, both now and forever
A protector for those without protection

A guide for those who have lost their way

A ship for those with oceans to cross

A bridge for those with rivers to cross

A sanctuary for those in danger

A lamp for those without light

A place of refuge for those who lack shelter

And a servant to all in need.
Our School Prayer

Led by Student Name
Let there be respect for the earth

Peace for its people

Love in our lives

Delight in the good

Forgiveness for past wrongs

And from now on a new start

Amen.

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.

Pour on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love and, 

in your kindness, make those you have nourished 

by this one heavenly Bread one in mind and heart. 

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son,
+ and the Holy Spirit.
Amen. 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.

Thanks be to God!

Recessional hymn:

Go make a difference.
Go make a difference. We can make a difference. Go make a difference in the world.

Go make a difference. We can make a difference. Go make a difference in the world.
“Don’t wait for the perfect moment – take the moment, make it perfect!”
“CHILDREN ARE LIKE KITES”






Author: unkown.
You spend a lifetime trying to get them off the ground.

You run with them until you’re both breathless.

They crash.

They hit the rooftop.

You patch and comfort, adjust and teach them.

Finally they are airborne…

They need more string and you keep letting out.

But with each twist of the ball of twine,

There is a sadness that goes with joy.

The kite becomes more distant,

And you know it won’t be long

Before that beautiful creature will snap the lifeline that

Binds you two together

And will soar as it is meant to soar, free and alone.

Only then do you know that you did your job.

