Remembrance Prayer Service

for

__________________________

Introduction

We tend to look at life as though it were a straight line from birth to death. The longer the line, the more we imagine that we have lived. But life isn’t like that. In Native American culture life is seen not as linear, but rather as circular, and once the circle has been completed, the circle continues to expand outwards. In the Native American wisdom, wholeness is not seen as the duration one has lived, but the fullness with which one enters each complete moment.

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-6)

For everything there is a season, a time for every occupation under heaven; a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what has been planted. A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to seek and a time to lose; a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear down and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time for war and a time for peace.

The word of the Lord.

Music:
 “In the Arms of an Angel”

Prayers of the Faithful

Let us pray to God, who never abandons us, but continues to love us and draw us to himself:

1. For ____________whose warm laughter, stunning smile and our many memories of you we will always cherish. May you now enjoy everlasting happiness in the Lord’s kingdom.

Lord hear us….

2.
We pray for ________________family who loved and cared for her during her time on this earth. In their pain and loss may they find strength and courage through ______________ love and life.


Lord hear us…

3.
For all of us here present today; that we may draw inspiration and courage from the example of _______________and so strive to live out in our own lives Christ’s great commandment of love.


Lord hear us…

4.
For all who are suffering at this time; that they may experience the healing love of Christ in their lives.


Lord hear us…

Reflection
“You can shed tears that she is gone” (Anonymous)

You can shed tears that she is gone, or you can smile because she has lived. You can close your eyes and pray that she’ll come back, or you can open your eyes and see all that she’s left. Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her, or you can be full of the love you shared. You can turn your back on tomorrow and live Yesterday, or you can be happy for tomorrow because of Yesterday.

You can remember her and only that’s she’s gone, or you can cherish her memory and let if live on. You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back, or you can so what she’d want; smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

Closing Prayer

Too quick, her staying – too soon her leaving.

As your creation, the life of ________________ brightened the earth.

And brought light to all our lives. Give her now a shining and lasting place in eternal live.

Amen.
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