Suggestions for formulating a Religious Education Programme based on the Academic Year/Liturgical Year
 “This is my Commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)
This RE Programme based on the Liturgical Year will assist teachers in schools that are under the Catholic Patronage, defined as Primary Schools and cater for pupils who may be over twelve years of age and may have completed the Alive-O programme with the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation.

This programme will also assist teachers in Special Schools where for various reasons it is not suitable to follow a particular Alive-O programme.

Please note Religious Education can be taught through the medium of Story, Games, Art, Music, Poetry, Movement and Drama and integrated with every aspect of the curriculum.  What is important is that the FUNDAMENTAL TASKS OF CATECHESIS are evident in formulating a programme in the context of faith. 
In the General Directory for Catechesis (85, 86), the fundamental tasks of catechesis are stated to be:

· Promoting knowledge of the faith

· Liturgical Education

· Moral Formation

· Teaching to pray

· Education for community life                                      
· Missionary initiation
 Please Note:

· The Liturgical Year begins in Advent

· The Calendar Year begins in January

· The School Year begins in September

·  The Liturgical Calendar for Ireland is the essential guide to the Church’s daily round of prayer. It provides the basic rules for celebrating the liturgy. It also provides notes and commentaries for a deeper understanding of the liturgical celebrations. 
· In addition, there are very good notes on the liturgical year in the Alive-O 7 programme with an accompanying poster.

·  Education for Justice and the Social Doctrine of the Church are very much part of the Religious Education programme. The themes of Creation, Justice and the Environment are well covered throughout the Alive-O programme.
Resources:
· Alive-O Programme and Posters-Available in VERITAS Book Shops
· The Liturgical Calendar for Ireland 2014 (annual publication available in VERITAS Book Shop)
· Prayer Assemblies for Primary Schools- by Maurice Harmon &Elaine Mahon 

· Check that your R.E. policy is in place. Template available on www.education.dublindiocese.ie
·  Check this website also for school, parish and home links. Other resources available. 
· The Gospel of Luke published for the year of Evangelisation 2009- 2010
· Catholic Good News Bible-Schools Edition, Collins
· Catechism of the Catholic Church
· Irish Catholic Catechism for Adults
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· Use of Sacred Space
· Prayer  forms e.g. formal, meditative prayer, contemplative prayer
· Papal Encyclicals

· Trócaire Resources
· Purchase Fair Trade Products. Celebrate this week in February 2015

Year of Consecrated Life: 2014-2015 Rejoice! A letter to consecrated men and women; A message from the teachings of Pope Francis.



Year of Evangelisation: 2009-2010
Please note there was a special edition of the Gospel of Luke published for the Year of Evangelisation 2009-2010. This book was made available to each household in the Dublin diocese.  Make enquiries from the priests of the parish or the pastoral council for copies that may have not been distributed. There are accompanying notes which make it very user friendly. Websites and notes are available in the book. It is possible to use this text with the students.  Many of the Scripture passages, parables and miracles in the Alive-O programme are from the Gospel of Luke, though some have been adapted e.g.
· A Woman Who Was Bent Over Lk 13:10-17

· Ishvah’s story   ( Adapted) Lk 18:15-17

· Jesus heals a Man with Dropsy Lk 14:1-4

· The Most Important Commandment Lk 10:25-28

· The Mustard Seed Lk 13:18-20

· The  Parable of the Fig Tree Lk 13:6-10

· The Good Samaritan Lk 10:25-37

· The Prodigal Son Lk 15:11-32

·  The People of Nazareth turn against Jesus Lk 4:16-30

· Martha and Mary Lk 10:38-42
· The Parable of the Lost Sheep Lk 15:1-8

· The Parable of the Lost Coin Lk 15:8-10 and many more
POINTERS FOR THE LITURGICAL YEAR 2014-15
SEPTEMBER 2014- AUGUST 2015
   The Liturgical year begins with the First Sunday of Advent, celebrated on the 30 November 2014. The following calendar will guide you in what you can do for Religious Education. In addition to the Alive –O programme, resources from the following website can be used: www.education.dublindiocese.ie
SEPTEMBER 2014:
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· The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 8 September 
· Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 14 September
· Feast of St Vincent de Paul- 27 September- (Alive-O)
· St Michael, St Gabriel, St Raphael, - Archangels- 29 September
OCTOBER 2014:


· St  Thérèse of the Child Jesus, 1 October- (Alive-O 8)

· The Guardian Angels, 2 October

· St Francis of Assisi, 4 October-(Alive-O 6)

·  Twenty-Seventh Sunday in ordinary Time, Day for Life, 5 October
· Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, 7 October, Joyful Mysteries (Alive-O), Sorrowful Mysteries, (Alive-O 4)  Glorious Mysteries (Alive-O 6) and Mysteries of Light (Alive-O7)
· Blessed John Henry Newman, 9 October
· Feast of St Luke, Evangelist, 18 October
· World Mission Sunday, 19 October, ‘That you may have life’
· Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles,  28 October 
NOVEMBER 2014


· Feast of All Saints, 1 November
· The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, 2 November

· Feast of All the Saints of Ireland, 6 November

· The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, 9 November
· Feast of St Laurence O’ Toole, 14 November, (Alive-O 7), pp. 59-60
· The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  21 November 

· Feast of St Andrew, Apostle, 30  November

Rite of Reconciliation of individual Penitents, Alive-O 6-Rite 1,pp. 377-78
Rite of Reconciliation for a number of Penitents-Rite 2, Alive-O 6 pp. 379-82
DECEMBER 2014
Season of Advent, (Alive-O 7), pp. 87-103


· The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary(Alive-O 8) - 8 December    
· The Annunciation- 1st Joyful Mystery of the Rosary 
· Rite of Reconciliation of individual Penitents, Alive-O 6-Rite 1,pp. 377-78

· Rite of Reconciliation for a number of Penitents-Rite 2, Alive-O 6 pp. 379-82

· Christmas, The Nativity, 3rd Joyful Mystery of the Rosary-The Christmas Story
· St Stephen,26 December
· St John, Apostle and Evangelist, 27 November
· The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph,28 December 
JANUARY 2015:


· Feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God-1 January, Alive –O 8
· The Epiphany of the Lord, 6 January
· The Baptism of the Lord,  11 January,2nd Mystery of Light (Alive-O 7)
· World Day of Migrants and Refugees,19 January

· Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18 -25 January- (AliveO-8)
· Catholic Schools Week begins 26 January
· The Prophets, Alive-O 7- Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel.
FEBRUARY 2015:


· St Brigid, Abbess -1 February, Prayer Service for the Feast of St Brigid (Alive-O 6)

· The Presentation of the Lord, 2  February, 4th Joyful Mystery

· St Blaise,3 February, Blessing of Throats

· World Day of Sick, Our Lady of Lourdes,11 February-Sacrament of the Sick,(AO-6)

· St Gobnait ,11 February (Alive-O 6)
· The Rite of Election of Catechumens, 17 February  (Alive-O 8) 
MARCH 2015:


· Day of Prayer for Temperance,2 March 


· Ash Wednesday, 18 February-Beginning of Lent

· St Senan,8 March- (Alive- O 5)
· Anniversary of the Election of Pope Francis as Supreme Pastor of the Church- 13 March
· St Patrick’s Day,-17 March

· St Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary- 19 March 
· The Annunciation of the Lord- 25 March
· Stations of the Cross (Alive-O 6 p 383)
· Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, 29 March 

· Holy Thursday, 2 April 

· Good Friday, 3 April 
· Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection, 5 April, Post -Resurrection Stories

· Drama “Where do we go from here?”- based on the Acts of the Apostles- (Alive-O 7)

APRIL 2015:
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· Divine Mercy Sunday, 12 April
· Day of Prayer for Vocations, 26 April.
MAY 2015:


· Month of Mary, Mother of God 
· St Brendan,  16 May(Alive-O 5)
· The Ascension of the Lord, 17 May

· Pentecost Sunday, 24 May
· The Most Holy Trinity,  31 May (Alive-O 8)
· Acts of the Apostles-early Church (Alive-O 7)

· The Most Holy Trinity, 26 May (Alive-O 8)

· The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Alive-O),2nd Joyful Mystery of the Rosary- Lk1:39-56
JUNE 2015:
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· St Kevin, 3 June- Alive-O 7 pp. 57-9 
· The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Corpus Christi, 4 June, (The Body of Christ- Lk 9:11-17. (Alive-O 6) 
· St Columba, 9 June - Alive-O 3 

· The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 12 June

· The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 13 June  

· Feast of the Most Holy Trinity,19 June
· The Nativity of St John the Baptist, 24 June. (Alive-O 5,7,)
JULY 2015


· St Benedict, Patron of Europe, 11 July

· St Joachim and Anne, 26 July, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary
“I will sing to the Lord all my life, make music to my God while I live.” (Psalm 104:33)
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