Liturgy of the Passion

(based on the Stations of the Cross)
Taize music – Stay Here 

Hymn:                    Were you there when they crucified my Lord. Verse 1 
I. Jesus is condemned to death
Leader:  Our response is: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

We adore you O Christ and praise you.

All : Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: When we look at the first station we should consider how Jesus, having been whipped and crowned with thorns, was unjustly condemned by Pilate to die on the cross.

II. The second station, Jesus takes up his cross. 

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: When we look at the second station we consider how Jesus, in making this journey with the cross on his shoulders, thought of us, and offered for us to, His Father, the death that He was about to undergo.

III. The third station, Jesus falls for the first time.

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader : Consider the first fall of Jesus under His cross. His flesh was battered and torn, His head was crowned with thorns. He was so weakened  He could scarcely walk, yet He had to carry this great load upon His shoulders. The soldiers struck Him rudely, and He fell several times.

IV. The fourth station : Jesus meets his mother
Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
Leader: As we look at the fourth station let us consider the meeting of a son and a mother, which took place on this journey. Their looks became like so many arrows to wound those hearts which loved each other so tenderly.

V. The fifth station : Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry the cross

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader - The Jews, seeing that at each step Jesus was on the point

Of expiring feared that He would die on the way. They wanted Him to die the shameful death of the cross, so they forced Simon of Cyrene to help Jesus to carry the cross.

VI. The sixth station, Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader - Consider how Veronica, seeing Jesus so badly treated, and bathed in sweat and blood, wiped His face with a towel on which was left the impression of His holy face.

VII. The seventh station, Jesus falls for the second time.

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: As we look at the seventh picture let us try to imagine Jesus’ second fall; a fall which weakens Jesus even further.

VIII. The eighth station, Jesus comforts the women of Jerusalem.

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: This station asks us to consider how these women wept with compassion at seeing Jesus in such a pitiable state.

IX. The ninth station, Jesus falls for the third time.
Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: In this station we see the third fall of Jesus Christ. His weakness was extreme, and the cruelty of His executioners excessive. They tried to hasten His steps when He could scarcely move.

X. The tenth station, Jesus is stripped of His garments.

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: Just think for a moment of the violence with which Jesus was stripped of His garments.

Hymn – Were you there. Verses 2 and 3 (2.Nailed Him to a tree. 3. Pierced Him in the side)

XI. The eleventh station, Jesus is nailed to the cross.

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: Consider how Jesus, having been placed upon the cross, extended His hands and offered His life to save us. 

XII. The twelfth station, Jesus dies on the cross.

A few moments of silence.

Hymn- Were you there – Verse 4 (when the sun refused to shine)

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: Consider how Jesus, being consumed with anguish after three hours’ agony on the cross, abandoned Himself to the weight of His body, bowed His head and died.

XIII The thirteenth station, Jesus is taken down from the cross.

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

XIV. The fourteenth station, Jesus is laid in the tomb.
Hymn – Were you there. Verse 5 (laid Him in the tomb)

Leader: We adore you O Christ and praise you.
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Leader: Consider as we look at this last station how the disciples and Mary carried the body of Jesus away to be buried. They closed the tomb and walked sorrowfully away.

Final hymn - When I think about the cross
