Introduction:
When the electricity goes out, we immediately look for the matches. We are not comfortable with darkness and with coldness. We don't like unfamiliar sounds, silence and lack of warmth. Since hearing of the news about ____ brother we have all experienced the same kind of feeling. 
As a school community, we gather today to express our sadness and look for prayerful support. May our prayer and solidarity today assure ______ of God's eternal care and the love which links us as Christians in this life and in the next.

We light a candle:




A poem written by Ruth Patterson.
"I light a candle
and suddenly the world around me changes.
I am reminded yet again that one small flame is all it takes
to let the darkness know
that it cannot win."
Invite pupils to stand as the candle is lit in silence.

Repeat the poem at a slow and gentle pace.
We listen to God's Word:
- two images (cloud and fire) that God is with his people as they travel through the desert...
(A reminder of the Paschal Candle)
A reading from the Book of Exodus

The Lord went before his people, by day in the form of a pillar of cloud to show them the way, and by night in the form of a pillar of fire to give them light: thus they could continue their march by day and by night. The pillar of cloud never failed to go before the people during the day, nor the pillar of fire during the night.
This is the Word of the Lord.
a psalm which Jesus prayed with Mary & Joseph and with his disciples and friends.
this psalm offers reminders at celebrations of Baptism, First Confession, Communion, Confirmation
of God's eternal love and care.
The Lord is my shepherd,
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. R.

He guides me along the right path,
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff,
with these you give me comfort. R.

You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil,
my cup is overflowing. R.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord's own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever. R.
 

- A new testament reminder of how our lives influence others
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Romans
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; 
if we live, we live for the Lord, 
and if we die, we die for the Lord, 
so that alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.
It is to God that each of us must give an account of our lives.

This is the Word of the Lord.
A short homily or reflection might be appropriate at this time.
Prayers of the Faithful:

Jesus, you are the Prince of Peace. Bless our hearts, our relationships and our world with that true and lasting peace which the world cannot give. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.

Jesus, you are the suffering Servant. Remember today the sick, the rejected, the poor, the forgotten and comfort all families and friends who are in grief today.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Jesus, you are the Resurrection and the Life. Raise up to glory your servant ______ and all the faithful departed, and lift us up too in the hope of eternal life with you, Our Lady and all the saints.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.

The Lord's Prayer 
we pray using words which Jesus taught his friends.
This prayer gave the disciples strength in the confusion and sadness
after the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.
Sign of Peace
Let us offer each other a sign of peace.
Concluding Reflection 
a message of hope and faith written by Fr Bede Jarret, OP
We give them back to you, 
O Lord who first gave them to us.
And as you did not loose them in the giving,
so we do not lose them in return
Not as the world gives do you give, O Lover of souls
For what is yours is ours also - if we belong to you.

Life unending because love is undying 
and the boundaries of this life are but an horizon, 
and an horizon is but the limit of our earthly vision.
Lift us up, strong Son of God that we may see further!
Strengthen our faith that we may see beyond the horizon!

And while you prepare a place for us, as you have promised,
prepare us also for that happy place; 
that where you are, we may be also
with those we have loved forever. 
Amen.
Silent prayer
