
Finding Nemo




In years to come Pixar will be seen as the studio that best modelled the family. In Finding Nemo we are drawn into all the characters’ plights and come away with a deeper understanding of ourselves.

At first glance Finding Nemo is a cartoon movie for young children. However, if we take a closer look at the themes and nuances which flow freely throughout the movie we can experience Finding Nemo at a deeper emotional, intellectual and theological level.

Can we find Nemo for ourselves? What does finding our Nemo involve? Will we recognise our Nemo?

This is an enchanting movie parable about courage, self-sacrifice and the power of love to overcome insurmountable odds.

Finding Nemo explores such themes as freedom, loss, healing, patience, compassion, trust, teamwork, faith, fear, (to name but a few) all of which are so familiar to family life. These themes are also prevalent in our lives as part of the Christian family.

“…every hair on your head has been counted, so there is no need to

be afraid; you are worth more than hundreds of sparrows”

Mat 10:31

About “Finding Nemo”

Finding Nemo is a journey of love and the struggles which get in the way of family love.

Whilst exploring family relationships this film constantly hints at the most potent truth of Christian understanding, Gods unconditional love for each of us.

We are urged to work together, to take a giant leap of faith in our darkest hour and to see the beauty and love which is available to us in and through our relationships with family.

We are further invited to “keep swimming”!, this is a message of hope for us, not to become obsessed when we are trapped inside a whale of a problem!

But to help, support and enable each other on our journey.

“See,

I have carved you on the palm of my hands”

Is 49:16

The Film

Discussion:
What are your initial reactions to the film?



What are your “favourite” scenes?

Answer the following questions:

            1. What did Nemo do to end up in the fish tank?

            2. How did Marlin react?

            3. Who is Dory? Is she funny or irritating?

            4. Describe the trio of Sharks and their 12 step programme/ what does this programme

                remind us of?

            5. There is a great moment of truth in the film, do you know where it is? 

6. Describe what happens and why you nominate this as your moment of truth?

7. What does this section of the film say to us about our relationships; with friends     

     /family/ God?

         
8. “Keep Swimming” becomes a mantra for the fish, if “keep swimming” was our mantra

                what would it mean?

         
9. Nemo worked well with the other fish in the tank. Teamwork is vital in our family unit,


    Why?

         
10. Love and hope prevails for Marlin and Nemo in the end. What message does this send

                  out to us for our lives?

         
11. What theological message does this film have for us? Does it have a theological 

                  message at all? Explain your answer....

The theological message in Finding Nemo is the image of trusting love

between parent and child which stays with us and echoes what Jesus

preached and the Prophets taught:

“…every hair on your head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are worth more than hundreds of sparrows.”

Mat 10:31

“See, I have carved you on the palms of my hands”

Is 49:16

Much evidence of Gods love for us is echoed in Finding Nemo. ie

New Testament :The prodigal Son.! The Lost Sheep

Old Testament: .Jonah and the Whale.

Finding Nemo is a journey of love and the struggles which get in the way of family love. Whilst exploring family relationships this film constantly hints at the most potent truth of          Christian understanding, Gods unconditional love for each of us. We are urged to work together, to take a giant leap of faith in our darkest hour and to see the beauty and love which is available to us in and through our relationships with family and God’s unconditional love for us. We are further invited to “keep swimming!, this is a message of hope for us, not to become obsessed when we are trapped inside a whale of a problem! but to help, support and enable each other on our journey.

Poetry for Family

Piano
Softly, in the dusk, a woman is singing to me;

Taking me back down the vista of years, till I see

A child sitting under the piano, in the boom of the tingling strings

And pressing the small, poised feet of a mother who smiles as she sings.

In spite of myself, the insidious mastery of song

Betrays me back, till the heart of me weeps to belong

To the old Sunday evenings at home, with winter outside

And hymns in the cozy parlour, the tinkling Piano our guide.

So now it is vain for the singer to burst into clamour

With the great black piano appassionato. The glamour

Of childish days is upon me, my manhood is cast         

Down in the flood of remembrance, I weep like a child for the past.     

D.H. Lawrence

Family

The Family is all important.

In his 1981 Apostolic Exhortation, On the Family. Pope John Paul II noted that, “The future of humanity passes by way of the family”. To help the Church and families embrace the United Nations International Year of the Family in 1994 the U.S. Catholic Bishops wrote a pastoral message to families entitled Follow the Way of Love. This pastoral message is said to provide a map, but each family is unique hence each journey on the road is different. One of the key issues addressed in this message is that of taking time. Perhaps one of the most difficult challenges facing our family today is our lock of time together. “To thrive, love requires attention, communication, and time - to share a story or confide a need.. - time to be present to another’s failure or success, confusion, despair or moment of decision” 

Relationships in families change like the four seasons. At times the way we relate to our family is in a heated argument or in a warm embrace, we can be frosty and cool or sunny and warm. Our relationship with our family changes all the time, just like our relationship with God changes. Change is good, it is said that to change is to grow. Growth is good.

Take a few minutes to work on the following:
Describe your relationship with your family members by using the four seasons as a guide.

· Where does the sunshine come from?

· Who likes to be cool?

· What happens to create heat and tension?

· Who acts like a calming breeze on a warm day?

If each family member was a season, which would they be?

What Season are you? Why?

Family relationships, like the seasons are temperamental! They fluctuate daily for all of us. This is not a negative because it is necessary to remember that to accommodate the difference in each other is more important than to simply tolerate the difference. Each “season” has its own importance and each season combines to make up the whole weather system, just as each family member or relationship within family, combines to make the whole family unit. If we celebrate the difference in each other we experience our family relationships as relationships based on values and driven by                               our love for the other.

 Discuss

a) Can you describe your relationship with God in terms of the seasons?

b) Does your relationship with God change like the seasons?

c) What can we do to create a healthy balance of summer and winter in our relationships with God   

    and with Family?
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