Do the Rights Thing
Aim: To explore the tension between individual and community responsibility.

Objective: By participating in role-play activities, the students will explore the tension between the needs of the group and the needs of the individual.

What you need to do:

· Divide the participants up into groups of 4 or 5 and give each group a “Sketch Card”. Give the groups 5-10 minutes to read the cards and to come up with a short 3 minute sketch based on the story of the card.

· Now get each group to perform their sketch before the “audience”. As the conflict in the sketch becomes apparent “freeze it”. Ask the audience to comment on the action. What do they think is going on? What issues are being raised?

· Ask the audience to comment on how they could change the situation in the sketch or question the characters. Are people acting in a way that takes account the rights of others? Are some peoples’ rights being met at the expense of others?

· If somebody brings up a suggestion ask him or her to join the sketch as a new character, or take the place of a character and change it with the suggestion. How have things changed?

· After some discussion around each sketch move onto the next group.

For general discussion: 

· What rights can come into conflict with each other? For example, my right to listen to music v. my sister’s right to a quiet place for study.

· How can people be encouraged to act in more responsible ways?

· What can be done to solve these kinds of conflicts? (one way to deal with this is to link rights with responsibilities) 

Sketch cards : Do the Rights Thing
You’ve had a hard day at work, the boss was on your case for no reason and you’re just totally wrecked! On your way home you decide to buy a new CD to cheer yourself up – sure why not? When you get in, you’re mad to listen to your new sounds and you race upstairs to your room. There is a snag however! You share this room with your sister/brother, who is trying to study for a big exam on Monday. Big deal, time for some noise pollution….

Last Saturday you were hanging out with your friends down by the shopping centre, not doing much really, just messing around and having a laugh. After a while you get to talking about stuff, music, football, fellas, girls, school…just stuff in general. Next thing some of the gang are shouting and jeering somebody. You look up to see them pointing at and slagging a bunch of kids walking by. Some of the gang are getting into the slagging – you know, getting really vicious. A few of your friends aren’t so impressed and tell them to cop on while others like yourself are just sitting there. You know what it is like to be picked on but you just keep quiet.

