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Litany for Human Rights Day: December 10
INTRODUCTORY PRAYER
God, you have created us in your image, and through the Incarna- tion of your child, Jesus, you have bestowed on all humans an essential dignity. Through your church, you speak again to us about the precious humanity and potential of every person, as our popes and bishops affirm and promote Human Rights for all members of the global family. Help us to listen closely to their message calling for human dignity in our world, to hear clearly the Good News that economic and social rights, as well as political and legal rights, are meant for every child of God, everywhere on earth.
OPENING REFLECTIONS
“The right to water, the right to food, the right to health and the right to education are intrinsically linked to the right to life and
to the right to development. Therefore, we must be bold in affirming them, and equally resolved to safeguard the
evident reality that these rights are at the service of the human person...”
~ His Eminence Odilo Pedro Cardinal Scherer, Special Envoy of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI to the
UN Conference on Sustainable Development Rio de Janeiro, 22 June 2012
“If we love others with charity, then first of all we are just towards them. Not only is justice not extraneous to char-
ity, not only is it not an alternative or parallel path to charity: justice is inseparable from charity, and intrinsic to
it. Justice is the primary way of charity.”
~ Pope Benedict XVI: Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We hear your voice, O God, as your Church affirms the right to food:
“The millions of people whose very lives are threatened, because they are deprived of a minimum of the neces- sary nourishment, call for the attention of the international community, because we all have the duty to take care
of our brothers and sisters. Famine does not depend only on geographic and climatic situations or on unfavorable circumstances linked to harvests. It is also caused by man and by his egoism which is translated in deficiencies in the social organization, the rigidity of economic structures too often geared only to profit...”
~ Pope Benedict XVI, Message for World Food Day, Oct. 16, 2005
Thus we pray:
For the 925 million people in the world who are malnourished, lacking an adequate amount of healthy food; 
For the families who are facing the greatest degree of  food scarcity;
Hear our prayer, Lord of mercy, compassion, and justice.

We hear your voice, O God, as your Church affirms the right to decent housing:
By virtue of their human dignity, all persons must be guaranteed housing which not only offers physical shelter, but a suitable place for satisfying social, cultural and spiritual needs.
~ Pope John Paul II, St. Peter’s Address, June 16, 1996
Thus we pray:
For the Haitian people who remain homeless after the 2010 earthquake;
For the 830 million worldwide who currently live in urban slums -- especially in countries who are living without sanitation and clean water in shacks and makeshift dwellings;
For the families of Zimbabwe who  have seen the number of their urban population living in slum-like conditions increase due to economic collapse and military strife;
For the homeless currently living in Ireland
Hear our prayer, God of mercy, compassion, and justice.
We hear your voice, O God, as your Church affirms the right of workers to decent jobs with adequate pay:
Work is a fundamental right and a useful good, belonging to all people, and must be made available to all who
are capable of engaging in it. . . A society in which the right to work is thwarted or denied, and in which economic policies do not allow workers to reach satisfactory levels of employment, cannot be justified from an ethical view, nor can that society attain social peace. The State has the duty to promote active employment policies.
~ #287-291,The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Compendium of the Social Teaching of the
Church, 2004
Thus we pray:
For workers companies that make very high profits but do not respect the dignity of their entire work force nor the rights of all their workers;
For workers in developing countries, who work in difficult and unsafe conditions for low pay, with no vacations, no paid holidays, no benefits, and no job security;

For ourselves because we are not raising our voices so that our government will develop policies and programs to create decent jobs for all, and to reward not only executives and rich corporations but workers on all levels.
Hear our prayer, God of mercy, compassion, and justice.
We hear your voice, O God, as your Church affirms the dignity of every person and that all be treated justly:
“The duty to respect the dignity of each human being, in whose nature the image of the Creator is reflected, means in consequence that the person cannot be disposed of at will. Those with greater
political, technical, or economic power may not use that power to violate the rights of others who are less fortu- nate. Peace is based on respect for the rights of all.”
~ Pope Benedict XVI, Message for the Celebration of the World Day of Peace, January 1, 2007
Thus we pray:
For our sisters and brothers in more than 60 countries who have fled armed conflicts and are searching for safety -- many are children, women, and the elderly who live in temporary shelters, camps, or shanty towns, struggling to survive in new and often hostile environments;
For those who have sought refuge in another country that they will be entitled to certain rights under
international law;
Hear our prayer, God of mercy, compassion, and justice.
CLOSING PRAYER ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
Leader:  God of justice and mercy, help us remember this day that you have created each and every person with dignity
and worth.
All:         In all that we do, help us treat one another with the respect and honor due to each person.
Leader: This day we remember and give thanks for the --- anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.
All:

We honour the courage of those who came before us, who sought to declare that regardless of any differences among peoples that we all share basic human rights.
Leader: We also remember this day the adoption of the Convention Against Torture by the UN General Assembly. All:       We pray that every generation may learn that there is no excuse for torture, that torture is always wrong. Leader: We pray for every life that has been touched by torture, both those tortured and the torturers. We pray for
restoration and peace.
All:       We pray for courage in the face of fear and that we might do what is right and just.
Leader: We pray for governments and persons who seek to prevent torture and who support survivors of torture.
All:       We pray for strength and steadfastness in the work of repairing the world. In all things may we honour
you, O God, and honor the dignity of each person. Amen.
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