World Religions Notes: Poverty, Wealth & Charity
Poverty, Wealth and Charity
The world's major religions teach that their God is good and as part of this argument they say that God wants a happy and good life for everyone. The religions teach that their followers should try to make the world a better place for everyone. Despite these beliefs, the world is a place where many people are poor and suffering whilst others live more comfortable lives
1. Charity 

2. Christianity 

People living in the developing countries often have a very low standard of living and do not benefit from modern medical care and attention. Religions teach that this is wrong and that everyone should have the opportunity to benefit from 'God's bounty'. Religious people do not believe that they should be better off than the followers of other religions.

However, there are still very many poor and underprivileged people in the world while there are some very rich religious people and institutions.
Charity
Religious people believe that they should work towards ending poverty and help others to improve their living standards.

The First Article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights says:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

The Declaration also says that:

…freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people. …the peoples of the United Nations have…determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.

This same idea is also found in the Tenth Commandment, which teaches:

You shall not covet your neighbour's house. You shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.
Exodus 20:17 

Christianity

The second great commandment which Jesus gave to his disciples is at the centre of Christian teaching:

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.
Mark 12:30-31 

Jesus told his followers that:

…it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.
Luke 18:25 

When speaking about wealth he taught that people should look after one another:

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.
Matthew 25:35-36 

When it comes to business, Christians must make sure that how they earn their living does not hurt other people. People argue that Christians should not be involved in the arms trade, in prostitution or pornography. Some people say that Christian doctors and nurses must never take part in an abortion.

The law in Ireland now allows shops to open on Sundays. Some Christians say that this breaks the Fourth Commandment:

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Christianity: poverty, wealth and charity Test 
1. Religions teach that everyone should benefit from God's bounty. 

True 


False 

2. Religious people think they should be better off than people who follow different religions. 

True


False 

3. God wants a good life for everyone. 

True


False 

4. 'You shall not covet' is the Ninth Commandment. 

True


False 

5. The first great commandment is 'Love your neighbour as yourself'. 

True


False 

6. Paul said that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter heaven. 

True


False 

7. The peoples of the United Nations have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom. 
True


False 

8. Christians must make sure that their work does not hurt other people. 

True


False 

9. Some people say that opening a shop on Sunday breaks the first commandment. 

True


False 

Christianity: poverty, wealth and charity Test Results
1. You said a - True. 

Well done. The major religions teach that everyone should benefit from God's bounty. 

2. You said b - False. 

Well done. Religious people do not believe that they should be better off than people who follow different religions 

3. You said a - True. 

Well done. Christianity teaches that God wants a good life for everyone. 

4. You said b - False. 

Well done. 'You shall not covet' is the Tenth Commandment. 

5. You said b - False. 

Well done. 'Love your neighbour as yourself' is the second great commandment. 

6. You said b - False. 

Well done. Jesus said that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter heaven. 

7. You said a - True. 

Well done. The peoples of the United Nations have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life. 

8. You said a - True. 

Well done. Christianity teaches that how you live your life and earn your living should not hurt others. 

9. You said b - False. 

Well done. Some Christians say that opening a shop on Sunday breaks the Fourth Commandment.
Christianity: concern for others
1. Christian compassion
One of the major teachings of Christianity is concern for other people. The earliest Christians followed Jesus' teachings:

All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
Acts 2:44-45

Christian compassion
Many people in the world seem to think that making money is the main purpose of their lives but this goes against Christian teaching:

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
I Timothy 6:9-10 

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that there is no divide between the religious and the secular world. Everything belongs to God so faith and justice are linked together.

True happiness is not found in riches or well-being, in human fame or power, or in any human achievement... God blesses those who come to the aid of the poor and rebukes those who turn away from them. Rich nations have a grave moral responsibility towards those which are unable to ensure the means of their development by themselves.
Catechism 

In recent years the Christian churches have concerned themselves more with issues such as poverty and the fairer distribution of wealth in the world. A few very rich nations own most of the world's wealth and therefore resources of all kinds are not distributed equally.

Charities such as Christian Aid, CAFOD and the Trocaire try to co-ordinate the churches' work in order to stop millions of people starving while the rest of the world is well-fed and has a good standard of living.

Another important development is Liberation Theology, which is concerned with equality for all, and has followers from the Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches.

Followers of Liberation Theology believe that Christians must take positive action to fight against social injustice and the misuse of power by governments. This movement is very strong amongst priests in Latin America, Asia and Africa. They believe that they must break the law if necessary in order to help ordinary people who are suffering from oppression.

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed.

Christianity: concern for others Test
Match the following halves of sentences together: 

1. Concern for others…

2. The love of money is… 

3. Everything belongs... 

4. Rich nations have a moral responsibility... 

5. CAFOD and Christian Aid... 

6. Liberation Theology is the belief that... 

7. Christians must... 

8. A few very rich nations own... 

9. True happiness is not found... 

10. The earliest Christians... 

A. most of the world's wealth 

B. gave to anyone who had need 

C. fight injustice 

D. sometimes Christians must break the law in order to fight oppression 

E. to help poorer nations 

F. in riches 

G. to God 

H. is a major teaching of Christianity 

I. the root of all kinds of evil 

J. are charities 

Christianity: concern for others Test Results
1. You said H. 

Well done. Concern for others is a major Christian teaching. 

2. You said I. 

Well done. Christianity teaches that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil 

3. You said G. 

Well done. Christianity teaches that everyting belongs to God. 

4. You said E. 

Well done. Rich nations have a moral responsibility to help poorer nations. 

5. You said J. 

Well done. CAFOD and Christian Aid are charities. 

6. You said D. 

Well done. Liberation Theology is the belief that sometimes Christians must break the law in order to fight. 

7. You said C. 

Well done. Christians believe that they must fight injustice. 

8. You said A. 

Well done. A few very rich nations own most of the world's wealth. 

9. You said F. 

Well done. Christianity teaches that true happiness is not found in riches. 

10. You said B. 

Well done. The earliest Christians gave to anyone who was in need.
Bottom of Form

Judaism: concern for others

Jewish teaching on poverty and wealth can be found in the Tenakh. 
1. Jewish compassion

Jews are expected to give a tenth of their wealth to the poor as tzedaka (charity).

They believe that this money is owed to the poor and if people do not give it then they are robbing others. Even people who are very poor should still give something.

It is best to give tzedaka as an indefinite loan without interest because this does not cause the embarrassment of a gift and will help people become self-supporting.

The best way of giving is to help a person help themselves so that they may become self-supporting
Maimonides 

If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards your poor brother. Rather be open-handed and freely lend him whatever he needs.
Deuteronomy 19:9-10 

Many Jews have collection boxes in their homes called pushkes and children are expected to give some of their pocket money as tzedaka.

Jews must also make sure that any excess is also given to the poor:

When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien.
Leviticus 19:9-10 

Judaism teaches that it is wrong to let yourself become poor because you then become another person's responsibility:

It is better to make your Sabbath like a weekday than to need other people's support.

Gemilut Hasadim is another type of Jewish charity.

Gemilut Hasadim means kind actions and applies to all types of charitable works. This includes organisations such as Jewish Care, the Norwood Orphanages, soup kitchens to feed the hungry and homeless and world-wide organisations such as Tzedek, which tries to improve the living conditions for people all over the world.
Judaism: concern for others Test 

Test your knowledge of Judaism by matching the following halves of sentences together
1. Jews should give... [image: image1.wmf]


2. Tzedaka means... [image: image2.wmf]


3. Many Jews have collection boxes in their homes... [image: image3.wmf]


4. Any excess money... [image: image4.wmf]


5. Judaism teaches that it is wrong... [image: image5.wmf]


6. Gemilut Hasadim... [image: image6.wmf]


7. Tzedek tries... [image: image7.wmf]


8. Jews run soup kitchens... [image: image8.wmf]


9. It is better to make your Sabbath like a weekday... [image: image9.wmf]


A. to let yourself become poor 

B. than to need other people's support 

C. charity 

D. a tenth of their wealth to the poor 

E. to improve the living conditions for people all over the world 

F. to help feed the hungry and homeless 

G. called pushkes 

H. must be given to the poor 

I. means 'kind actions'

Judaism: concern for others Test Results

1. You said D. 

Well done. Jews should give a tenth of their wealth to the poor. 

2. You said C. 

Well done. Tzedaka means charity. 

3. You said G. 

Well done. Many Jews have collection boxes in their homes called pushkes. 

4. You said H. 

Well done. Judaism teaches that any excess money must be given to the poor 

5. You said A. 

Well done. Judaism teaches that it is wrong to let yourself become poor. 

6. You said I. 

Well done. Gemilut Hasadim means kind actions. 

7. You said E. 

Well done. Tzedek tries to improve living conditions for people all over the world. 

8. You said F. 

Well done. Jews run soup kitchens to help feed the hungry and homeless. 

9. You said B. 

Well done. Judaism teaches that it is better to make your Sabbath like a weekday than to need other people's support. 

Judaism: poverty, wealth and charity 

Judaism

Judaism does not approve of materialism:

Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.
Ecclesiastes 5:10 

Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint.
Proverbs 23:4 

Love of money could mean that people forget about God:

Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
Deuteronomy 8:11-14 

Work is an essential part of Jewish life and everyone is expected to work:

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.
Genesis 3:19 

Great is work. God's presence only rested upon the Jewish people when they began occupying themselves with useful work.
Maimonides 

All businesses must be honest:

Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight or quantity. Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest ephah [19.7 litres] and an honest hin [3.7 litres].
Leviticus 19:35 

Jews may not work on the Sabbath:

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
Exodus 20:8-10 

However, this rule can be broken in the case of pikuakh nefesh (in order to save a life).

Whoever destroys a single life is considered as if he had destroyed the whole world, and whoever saves a single life as if he had saved the whole world.
Mishnah
Judaism: poverty, wealth and charity Test

1. Religions teach that everyone should benefit from God's bounty. 
True


False 

2. Religious people think they should be better off than people who follow different religions. 
True


False 

3. God wants a good life for everyone. 
True


False 

4. 'You shall not covet' is the Ninth Commandment. 
True


False 

5. Jews expect everyone to work. 
True


False 

6. It says in the Bible that all business dealings must be honest. 
True


False 

7. The peoples of the United Nations have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom. 
True


False 

8. The rule about not working on the Sabbath can never be broken. 
True


False 

9. Jews do not approve of materialism. 
True


False 

10. Jews believe that even if they do not work, God will still feed them. 
True


False 

Judaism: poverty, wealth and charity Test Results
1. You said a - True. 

Well done. The major religions teach that everyone should benefit from God's bounty. 

2. You said b - False. 

Well done. Most religious people do not think that they should be any better off than people who follow other religions. 

3. You said a - True. 

Well done. Judaism teaches that God wants a good life for everyone. 

4. You said b - False. 

Well done. 'You shall not covet' is the Tenth Commandment. 

5. You said a - True. 

Well done. Judaism teaches that everyone should work. 

6. You said a - True. 

Well done. The Bible says that all business dealings should be honest. 

7. You said a - True. 

Well done. The peoples of the United Nations have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life. 

8. You said b - False. 

Well done. The rule about working on the Sabbath can be broken in the case of pikuakh nefesh (in order to save a life). 

9. You said a - True. 

Well done. Judaism does not approve of materialism. 

10. You said b - False. 

Well done. Judaism teaches that God's presence only rested on the Jewish people when they began to work.

Sikhism: poverty, wealth and charity
Sikhs believe that wealth is only acceptable if it is used to help other people, such as giving them work or food. Hard work is also essential for a Sikh - begging or not working is lazy and selfish.

It is the responsibility of the rich to look after the poor:

Blessed is the godly person and the riches they possess because they can be used for charitable purposes and to give happiness.
Guru Amar Das 

A place in God's court can only be attained if we do service to others in this world.
Guru Granth Sahib 26 

Charity is a very important part of Sikh teachings because equality and compassion are essential for a spiritual life. All religions and all nations must be helped to live a good and peaceful life.

Charity begins with caring for the family - Sikhs have followed this teaching in their social policies, building hospitals, care homes, special schools and hospices. Many Sikhs also take part in charity work all over the world such as Oxfam and Christian Aid.

Sewa or service to the community (Sadhsangat) is essential to the life of a Sikh. They should be prepared to give up some of their time and energy to help others.

For a Sikh it is a privilege and a duty to provide langar (food) in the Gurdwara for the whole congregation after the weekly service of worship. The langar is part of the act of worship and a very important aspect of Sikh life.

Guru Nanak wanted everyone to be able to eat the same food in the langar, to share the tasks of preparation, cooking, serving and cleaning.

Sikhism: poverty, wealth and charity Test

1. Sikhs believe that wealth is only... [image: image10.wmf]


2. It is the responsibility of the... [image: image11.wmf]


3. Equality and compassion... [image: image12.wmf]


4. Begging or not working... [image: image13.wmf]


5. Charity begins... [image: image14.wmf]


6. Many Sikhs... [image: image15.wmf]


7. The langar is... [image: image16.wmf]


8. Sewa or service to the community (Sadhsangat)... [image: image17.wmf]


9. Guru Nanak wanted... [image: image18.wmf]


A. part of the act of worship 

B. is lazy and selfish 

C. are essential for a spiritual life 

D. with caring for the family 

E. everyone to be able to eat the same food in the langar 

F. acceptable if it is used to help other people such as giving them work or food 

G. is essential to the life of a Sikh 

H. are involved in Oxfam and Christian Aid 

I. rich to look after the poor
Sikhism: poverty, wealth and charity Test Results 
1. You said F. 

Well done. Sikhs believe that wealth is only acceptable if it is used to help other people. 

2. You said I. 

Well done. Sikhs believe that it is the responsibility of the rich to look after the poor 

3. You said C. 

Well done. Sikhism teaches that equality and compassion are essential for a spiritual life. 

4. You said B. 

Well done. Sikhism teaches that begging and not working are lazy and selfish 

5. You said D. 

Well done. Sikhism teaches that charity begins with caring for the family. 

6. You said H. 

Well done. Many Sikhs are involved in charities such as Oxfam and Christian Aid. 

7. You said A. 

Well done. The langar is part of the act of worship. 

8. You said G. 

Well done. Service to the community is essential to the life of a Sikh. 

9. You said E. 

Well done. Guru Nanak wanted everyone to be able to eat the same food in the langar
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