Planning and teaching about Easter

In many schools there is also a retelling of the main elements in the Easter story.

Questions and tasks should be progressively more challenging as pupils move up the school. Pupils could learn about Easter, with a focus on different aspects of the story, or Christian beliefs and celebrations each year. Pupils can also learn from a study of Easter, by establishing links with their own lives and aspects of human experience as a basis for more reflective activities.

Learning Outcomes in studying Easter will be to:

• Learn about the events which Christians recall at Easter

• Learn about the importance of Easter for Christians

• Explore the meaning of Easter for Christians, non-Christians and the pupils

themselves

• Understand the importance of both the death and the resurrection of Jesus of

Nazareth in Christianity

• Examine ways in which Christians celebrate Easter

• Understand ways Easter is celebrated in the wider community, locally, nationally and internationally

• Identify and explore links between the meaning of Easter for Christians and

pupils’ own experience

The Easter story

In the Bible, the narratives about Easter are found in all four gospels. Accounts can be found in Matthew chapters 21-28; Mark chapters 11-16; Luke 19:28-48 and chapters 20-24; John 11:55-57 and chapters 12-21. The key passages in the Easter story are:

• Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem

• The events of Holy Week, especially the Last Supper, time in the garden of

Gethsemane, Peter’s denial and Judas’ betrayal

• The trials, crucifixion and burial

• Stories about the visits to empty tomb and the resurrection appearances

• Ascension or final disappearance of Jesus
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Learning from Easter

What events do the Christian festival of Easter
recall?

What events in the past do your family recall
each year?

What meaning do Christians attach to the events of
the death and resurrection of Jesus?

Does Easter have any meaning for you?

How do Christians celebrate Easter?
How do non-Christians spend their time at Easter?

How do you spend time at Easter?

Explain the Christian meaning attached to items
associated with Easter, e.g. palm crosses, an empty
cross, a crucifix, hot cross buns, eqas

Look for Christian teaching in the words of an Easter
hymn

Are there any experiences in your lire
which tie in with the words of the hymn?





