The Society of St Vincent de Paul – Turning concern into action 
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One group that works in every Roman Catholic Community is the Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP). 

How did they start?
It was set up in 1830 by 7 students living in Paris during the French Revolution. They wanted to do something to help their neighbours. They wanted to show the same concern for others that Jesus showed in the Gospels. 

The local nuns gave them names of people in need of some help: the hungry, wounded or lonely. After only a few years so many people had joined the original 7 volunteers that they divide into groups called ‘Conferences’. 

They chose St Vincent de Paul as their Patron (sponsor) because 200 years before they set up he had helped those in need.
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Who are they today?
The Famine days of 1844 saw the first meeting of the Society in Ireland. It spread quickly around the country. Today, the groups, including both younger and older members of a parish, are spread around the world in 116 countries.

The SVP is a voluntary organisation, working from parishes, and offering all kinds of service to the homeless, families in misery, prisoners and their families, people living in poverty at home and away, the lonely and the sick.

Community Projects/Special Works
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Support centres
Drop in support centres

Debt counselling

Numeracy/literacy classes

Clothing and hot food
For more information visit:

www.svp.ie
One group that works in every Roman Catholic Community is the Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP).
They are people helping others in the community.
The SVP is a voluntary organisation, working from parishes, and offering all kinds of service to the homeless, families in misery, prisoners and their families, people living in poverty at home and away, the lonely and the sick.

Copy and complete

· The society of St Vincent De Paul was set up in …… by 7 ………… living in war torn Paris. They wanted to help those in need. As more people became ………….. the organisation split the group into …………... 
· SVP began working in Ireland in ….. and spread very quickly. It now works in …… countries around the world. 
· The SVP is a …………… organisation, working from ……………, and offering all kinds of services to the …………., families in misery, prisoners and their families, people living in poverty at home and away, the ………..  and the sick. 
· Examples of its projects today include arranging for disadvantaged children to go on holiday camps, soup kitchens for the homeless and ………… drop in centres.  
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I think the work of the SVP is important because…
