The Life of Saint Francis
St Francis was born in 1181 in Assisi in Italy. In his youth he spent money lavishly on fine clothes and having fun. He fell ill twice and  then realised he was wasting precious time and that he should be serving Jesus instead.
Often he gave his clothes and money to the poor and served the sick in hospital. He felt he should do more and went around in rags while fasting. His father was disgusted with his behaviour and took his inheritance from him. St.Francis had to depend on the kindness of people for food and shelter. He begged sinners to convert and return to God.
He had the great power of working miracles. He loved all creatures and the animals obeyed his commands.
St.Francis died on October 3rd 1226.
 
  Prayer of Saint Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.
Amen.
  
Collage idea: The children could bring in pictures of their pets and arrange them around a large picture of Saint Francis.
