Senior Students Start of Year Service
Opening Music: Dream Maker
This is the service to begin our school year. In it we pray for each other, and for the whole school. We’ll be asking God’s help with our study, our friendships, our sport, our hobbies, and with everything that is part of our school. We might feel a bit afraid of the coming year, especially if it’s an exam year, or if we feel we don’t get on too well in class. Or we can feel very confident and glad to start again. No matter what, we put ourselves before God and ask his help in the coming year.

September Prayer

I thank you, Lord, God our Father,

For all that was good during the summer – 

For the love my family gave me,

For the company of friends,

And for the sunshine and warm days.

I thank you for the people who cared for me

At those times when I felt sad and down at heart.

Now I ask for your help as I begin a new school year,

And I pray your blessing on everyday in this school.

Show us how to work together for the good of all.

May we share our talents and abilities to the full and grow in knowledge, wisdom and happiness.
During this school year

Let us become builders of your ways

And instruments of your peace

In our part of the world.

We ask this school year blessing,

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen.

Gospel Reading
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark.

With the coming of evening that same day, he said to them, ‘Let us cross over to the other side’. And leaving the crowd behind they took him, just as he was in the boat, and there were other boats with him. Then it began to blow a great gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped. But he was in the stern, his head on the cushion asleep. They woke him up, and said to him, ‘Master, do you care? We are lost!’. And he woke up, and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be calm!’. And the wind dropped, and there followed a great calm. Then he said to them, ‘Why are you so frightened? Have you still no faith? They were overcome with awe and said to one another, ‘who can this be? Even the wind and the sea obey him.’

Intercessions
Let us make our prayers to God as we pray at the beginning of our school year:
Look after us Lord, during this coming year, help us to live in this school as a caring community. Lord Hear Us.

We pray for all who work in our school, for teachers, and all the staff; bless them and their families. Lord Hear Us.

We pray for all past pupils, for those who left last year, we remember especially those who are sick, unemployed or in any sort of trouble. Lord Hear Us.

For any of our school who have died, Lord has mercy on them and welcome them home to heaven. Lord Hear Us.

We pray for those who are new in our school, pupils and teachers, may they be happy here and find friends. Lord Hear Us.

REFLECTION

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.
We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant,
gorgeous, talented, fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be?
You are a child of God.
Your playing small does not serve the world.
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking
so that other people won't feel insecure around you.
We are all meant to shine, as children do.
We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.
It is not just in some of us; it is in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously
give other people permission to do the same.
As we are liberated from our own fear,
our presence automatically liberates others. 

Marianne Williamson
Concluding Prayer
May we who have received the love of God at this Mass, spread this love wherever we are, we ask that in this coming year we spread the love, kindness and compassion of God in our school. We make this prayer through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Concluding Music: Bob Marley – Three Little Birds
