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Leader’s Version of ‘Put your hand into the hand of God’ 

Sacred Space



Use a cloth in a bright colour in the centre with a candle...place a symbol of hands 
near the candle...a school calendar or an open diary.

Opening Prayer


Loving God, at the beginning of this new school year we ask you to bless the students teachers and staff of (school name), that together we may grow in faith, hope and love as we learn from you and each other how to follow your Son, Jesus.

Scripture Reading – Mark 12:28-31
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'  The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'  There is no commandment greater than these."

We take a moment to think about someone or something that might be making us anxious about the year ahead......Pause

We take a chance to think about someone or something that is helping to make this new school year an enjoyable experience......Pause

We take time to reflect on what can we do to make this school year a positive experience for ourselves and others.......Pause

(You could invite the students to write one hope for the year on a piece of paper which they could place in the centre or in a basket with gentle music in the background.)

Reflection

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’  And he replied ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.  That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!’  So I went forth and finding the hand of God, trod gladly into the night.   And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.

Intercessions

1. Lord, guide us on our way and protect us as we journey together through this school year.


Response: Let us know that you are with us every step of the way.

2. Lord, keep our families and friends in your loving embrace and help us to love one another.
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Response: Let us know that you are with us every step of the way.

3. Lord, as we face challenges during the year, guide us with your light. 

Response: Let us know that you are with us every step of the way.

Closing Prayer

This can be prayed by the whole group or by the leader – just say ‘Together we pray,...

Loving God, we entrust ourselves to you. Daily guide our minds and hearts to that we will work for the good of our school community and be a help to all people. Teach us to be generous in our outlook, courageous in face of difficulty, and wise in our decisions. We ask this, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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