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Opening of School Year Liturgy


Light Up the World 


 
“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire!” 
Catherine of Siena
Opening Hymn: Christ Has No Body Now But Yours (John Michael Talbot)

Opening Prayer

God of All Light, We pray that your light will shine ever more brightly in our lives. May we feel the warmth of your love, and may others see the light of your Son, Jesus, in our actions and in the way we give of ourselves. Help us share the light of Christ with others. We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Amen.
First Reading: 1 John 1: 5-7 – God is the Light. 

Psalm: 37: 23-24. 30 – Lord, teach me your ways.  

Gospel: Matthew 24: 14-30 – The Parable of the Talents

Reflection on the Four Directions
Today we gather in a spirit of thanksgiving for a new year of possibilities and new beginnings for all of us in our school community.  Let us invite in the blessing of the four directions.  
Let us all face North.- O Spirit of the North
The place of courage and commitment,
The place of inner strength
The place of inner rest,
The place of winter
Align us to the inwardness of Winter.  
Let us look to the East - O Spirit of the East
The place of the rising sun,
The place of creativity and new beginnings.
Help us to dream a new beginning and a fruitful year ahead
For ourselves and for our school community.  
Let us look to the South - O Spirit of the South
The place of joy and happiness,
The place of blossoms and sunshine
Align us to the joy of friendship and growth of the summer.
Let us look to the West- O Spirit of the West,
The place of abundance and of harvest,
The place of inner fulfilment,
Align us to the potential and maturity of Autumn. 



(Adapted from K.Glennon ‘Heartbeat of the Seasons’)
Prayers of the Faithful

1. Lord, we ask you to bless our new school year.  May we be happy and learn new, interesting things.  We ask you to bless all our teachers and students, especially the first years, who are new to the school.  Lord, bless our efforts and grant us your success.
Lord Hear Us

2. We pray for last year’s Leaving Cert classes as they begin a new stage in their lives.  May they be confident in themselves and be happy and content.
Lord Hear Us

3. We pray for peace. Lord, bless the dreamers and visionaries of our world, those who offer a vision of hope, the peacemakers and those persecuted for speaking out for justice.  May all the people of our world live in harmony.
Lord Hear Us

4. We pray for the teaching and administrative staff in our school.  As we begin a new year, we pray that we will work well together, so that we will do the best we can for each other.
Lord Hear Us

5. We pray for our families and friends.  We remember especially those who have died during the last year.  May they rest in peace.  
Lord Hear us

Closing Prayer

God of New Beginnings, guide us with your spirit as we begin our new school year. May we be aware of our talents and giftedness and use them to be a light in one another’s lives.  May we realise how important each of us is and help us to share the light of Jesus in our school and in the world. Amen
