Holocaust Memorial Day

Lesson
Introduction

The theme of Holocaust Memorial Day 2013 is “Communities Together: Build a Bridge”.

Holocaust Memorial Day is held every year on the 27th January – the date on which the concentration camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau was liberated in 1945. This lesson uses a short film by TrueTube that was made by young people as they discovered the events of the Holocaust through first hand accounts and a visit to Auschwitz. The lesson is also a reminder that ethnic groups continue to face violence. We all need to be aware of prejudice and discrimination and speak out whenever and wherever we see it before it spreads.
There are several films about the Holocaust on the TrueTube website, only one of which is used in this assembly. If you are interested in holding a Holocaust Memorial Day event in your school, some of these films would be helpful. 

Window to the Past (4:41) - Used in this assembly

This is Our Story (6:09) 

Never Again? (4:09)

Kindertransport (4:09)

Remembering the Holocaust Through Art (4:16)

Holocaust Memorial Day (1:43)

Preparation
In preparation you will need to find two or three students with good reading voices who are willing to help. Make sure they have time to practise. If you are going to use microphones, then give your volunteers a run through with them or they could be surprised or unnerved by the sound of their own amplified voices. Divide up the reading of the Lesson Script between your readers so there is a regular change of voice to keep the interest of your audience.
You will also need a copy of WH Auden’s poem Refugee Blues. You can download a copy here: 
www.ppu.org.uk/learn/poetry/poetry_against1.html
Instructions
Play some suitable music as the students enter: Samuel Barber’s Adagio for Strings sets the right tone.
Once you have got the students settled, hand straight over to your volunteers to read the Lesson Script. Make sure you are ready to show the film at the appropriate point!
Play the music again as your students leave at the end of the lesson.
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	Window to the Past  (4:41)

Topic: Society 

Sub-Topic: War and Peace
Eirini interviews a Holocaust survivor, who talks of his family and friends who were taken away from him by the Nazi regime. Whilst sharing his experiences, we also hear from the young people behind the cameras, who consider what they have learnt from the interview.



	
	


Resources

· Digital projector (connected to the internet or you will need to download the films beforehand). 
· Microphones (if needed, or available).
· Two or three volunteers to read the Lesson Script.
· Enough copies of the Lesson Script for you and for each of your volunteers.

· Music to play as your students enter and leave: try Samuel Barber’s Adagio for Strings.

· A copy of Refugee Blues by WH Auden – here’s a link:

www.ppu.org.uk/learn/poetry/poetry_against1.html
Lesson Script

Holocaust Memorial Day is held every year on the 27th January. This is the date on which the largest Nazi extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau was liberated in 1945. It is a chance to remember the terrible events of the Holocaust, to show our respects to the dead, and to listen to the stories of the survivors.

“Holocaust” is a Latin word meaning “completely burned” or “completely destroyed” and is used in English to describe a massive sacrifice or terrible massacre. Since the Second World War, the word has been used specifically to describe the death of 6 million Jewish men, women and children in Nazi death camps.

“Genocide” is a word used to describe any attempt to destroy a part or the whole of a national, cultural, racial or religious group. And this is what the Nazis wanted: the complete genocide of the Jews.

Pause for a moment to think about that: 6 million people were killed for being Jewish. 6 million is such a huge number, it is almost impossible to imagine. Think of the crowd at Croke Park – all those thousands and thousands of people, and then think of 75 Croke Parks, all full of people. That is approaching the number of innocent Jews who were killed by the Nazis.

The Holocaust is an event of such horror that it can be hard to understand, so a group of young film-makers decided to ask survivors of the Holocaust to share their stories on camera. This is just one of those films.

Show the film: Window to the Past
After the Second World War, the world was horrified by the events of the Holocaust and there was a determination that it should never happen again. 

There hasn’t been genocide on the same terrible scale of the Holocaust, but genocides and other appalling war crimes have continued to happen since the Second World War: in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and still going on today in Darfur.

In 1975, a political party called the Khmer Rouge took control of Cambodia in South East Asia. The new leaders decided that the whole population should work on huge government-run farms. Factories, businesses, schools, universities and even hospitals were closed. People were driven out of their towns and villages to work on the farms or in forced labour camps. Children were separated from their parents to be taught the ideas and beliefs of the Khmer Rouge. So-called “enemies” of the government were arrested, tortured and executed. This included anyone with an education: Lawyers, doctors, teachers, engineers and scientists were murdered along with their families. Just being able to speak a foreign language, or wearing glasses were seen as signs of education and could get someone killed. People who were not Cambodian were also murdered, including anyone with non-Cambodian ancestors. Religion was outlawed, so huge numbers of Buddhists, Muslims and Christians were put to death as well. Over 2 million people were killed during four years of horror before the Khmer Rouge government fell in 1979.
Yugoslavia was a country in Eastern Europe on the Mediterranean coast. In 1991, the different regions began to split up - declaring independence from Yugoslavia to form self-governing states. The two largest regions were Serbia and Croatia, and sandwiched between them was Bosnia.  People of many different ethnic groups lived in Bosnia, but mainly Serbs (who were Orthodox Christian), Croats (who were Catholic Christian) and Bosniaks (who were Muslim). Civil war broke out between the different groups with military help supplied by Serbian forces from the east and Croatian forces from the west. The Serb forces seemed determined to wipe out all the Croats and Bosniaks from the territory they wanted. They surrounded Sarajevo, the capital city of Bosnia and bombarded it with everything they had: sniper rifles, machine guns, mortars, rocket launchers and tanks. 10,000 people were killed in the city, including 1,500 children. They attacked a town called Srebrenica even though it had been declared a safe zone by the United Nations. They killed 8,000 Bosniak men and boys, chasing those who tried to escape, obeying orders from their leader to “block, crush and destroy the straggling parts of the Muslim group”. The Serbs also set up concentration camps for Bosniaks and Croats, where the prisoners were tortured, starved and raped. When the war ended in 1995, it was estimated that 100,000 people had been killed. Over 66% of them were Bosniak Muslims. Of the innocent civilians who were killed, 83% were Bosniak Muslims – murdered because of their race and religion.
In the East African country of Rwanda, there are two main tribes: the Tutsis and the Hutus. They speak the same language, live in the same areas and have many of the same traditions. When the Belgians colonised Rwanda in 1916, they favoured the Tutsis who consequently received better education and got better jobs than the Hutus. This continued until 1959 when the Hutus rebelled against their Belgian and Tutsi rulers. In 1962 Rwanda achieved independence from Belgium and the Hutus took control. From then on, if anything went wrong in Rwanda, the Tutsis got the blame. In 1994, the president’s plane was shot down and he was killed. He was a Hutu, so the Tutsis were immediately accused, even though there was no evidence that they had been involved. The Hutu leaders of the government, military and police all encouraged a bloody revenge. Ordinary Hutu citizens, often armed with large broad-bladed knives called machetes, killed their Tutsi neighbours and any Hutus who stood in their way. Large groups of Hutu men got together and went from village to village, and town to town, killing any Tutsis they found – all of them: men, women, children and babies. The slaughter continued for 100 days and an estimated 800,000 Rwandans were killed.

Darfur is a region in the west of Sudan, a country in North East Africa. In 2003 a civil war broke out among the different tribes of the region. There had long been conflict between the tribes who are traditionally farmers - living in one place and working their land - and the tribes who are traditionally nomads – moving from place to place to find food for their herds of animals. Tensions increased in the 1990s when the farmer tribes accused the Sudanese government of discriminating against them, and favouring the nomadic tribes. Eventually, rebel groups from some of the farmer tribes attacked government buildings and killed government employees. Other tribes responded by forming their own private armies to fight the rebels. There were reports that the government was carrying out air-raids on villages suspected of harbouring rebels, and accusations that it was providing some of the private armies with money, weapons and equipment. One of these armies was known as the Janjaweed – which literally means “Devil on Horseback” – and they were guilty of attacking villages to rape and kill innocent people, before stealing anything of value. The scale of the brutality led to claims that a genocide had begun in Darfur because most of the violence was directed by one group of tribes against another. Millions of people fled their homes in an attempt to escape the bloodshed. Most of the refugees have ended up in huge camps either in Darfur or Chad - the neighbouring country - where supplies of food, water and medicine are in short supply. Between 200,000 and 400,000 civilians have died in the fighting and nearly 3 million people have become refugees. The civil war was declared over in 2009, but the violence still continues. In 2011 a peace agreement was signed, but not by all of the warring tribes. 2011 also saw the formation of a new country - South Sudan – neighbouring Darfur on its southern borders and it has welcomed many thousands of refugees and given them homes, but there are still millions of people living in refugee camps and dying in unprovoked violence.
Holocaust Memorial Day is a time to remember the 6 million Jews who died in Nazi extermination camps, but it is also a warning. Violence aimed at particular ethnic groups is still happening and we need to make sure that it does not spread. The seeds of genocide are prejudice and discrimination and they can easily take root again if we are not careful.

Prejudice is when we judge other people before we know them. We might decide that we do not like other people because of the way they dress, the language they speak, their race, their religion, their traditions. Discrimination happens if these people are treated unfairly because of our prejudice.

The theme of Holocaust Memorial Day 2013 is “Communities Together: Build a Bridge”. We all need to keep watch on ourselves, on our school, on our communities and on our country to make sure that prejudice and discrimination are challenged. 
We need to build bridges between the various groups within our communities. The differences between us should be celebrated because they make our culture so much richer. Our language, art, music, fashion, beliefs and traditions continue to develop and change because of diversity. We should learn from each other to make a better, safer future for everyone.

Where we see injustice we have a responsibility to speak up, because we have already seen the consequences of keeping quiet.

Finish with a reading of Refugee Blues by WH Auden
Say this city has ten million souls,

Some are living in mansions, some are living in holes:

Yet there's no place for us, my dear, yet there's no place for us.

Once we had a country and we thought it fair,

Look in the atlas and you'll find it there:

We cannot go there now, my dear, we cannot go there now.

In the village churchyard there grows an old yew,

Every spring it blossoms anew;

Old passports can't do that, my dear, old passports can't do that.

The consul banged the table and said:

'If you've got no passport, you're officially dead';

But we are still alive, my dear, but we are still alive.

Went to a committee; they offered me a chair;

Asked me politely to return next year:

But where shall we go today, my dear, but where shall we go today?

Came to a public meeting; the speaker got up and said:

'If we let them in, they will steal our daily bread';

He was talking of you and me, my dear, he was talking of you and me.

Thought I heard the thunder rumbling in the sky;

It was Hitler over Europe, saying: 'They must die';

We were in his mind, my dear, we were in his mind.

Saw a poodle in a jacket fastened with a pin,

Saw a door opened and a cat let in:

But they weren't German Jews, my dear, but they weren't German Jews.

Went down the harbour and stood upon the quay,

Saw the fish swimming as if they were free:

Only ten feet away, my dear, only ten feet away.

Walked through a wood, saw the birds in the trees;

They had no politicians and sang at their ease:

They weren't the human race, my dear, they weren't the human race.

Dreamed I saw a building with a thousand floors,

A thousand windows and a thousand doors;

Not one of them was ours, my dear, not one of them was ours.

Stood on a great plain in the falling snow;

Ten thousand soldiers marched to and fro:

Looking for you and me, my dear, looking for you and me.
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