Graduation – Class of 2012
Graduation Liturgy

Graduation is always a time of looking back and remembering the stages that have gotten the students to this point. Each year will have its own memory and each class will have its memory of that year.

In preparing the liturgical space it would be good if the students could display something of each year in the school. Out of these could come eight or so significant symbols that can be brought to the altar in procession before the opening hymn. This is a good way of setting the atmosphere as people can see the symbols which often get lost in the main procession.
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The Labyrinth

"Your life is a sacred journey. And it is about change, growth, discovery, movement, transformation; continuously expanding your vision of what is possible, stretching your soul, learning to see clearly and deeply, listening to your intuition, taking courageous challenges at every step along the way. You are on the path... exactly where you are meant to be right now... And from here, you can only go forward, shaping your life story into a magnificent tale of triumph, of healing of courage, of beauty, of wisdom, of power, of dignity, and of love."  
We are all on the path... exactly where we need to be. The labyrinth is a model of that path. 

Opening Hymn – 
Penitential Rite.

Priest begins the mass and introduces the Penitential Rite.

The Penitential Rite focuses on God’s love and faithfulness to us rather than on the ways that we have failed God. Its purpose is that despite our turning away from God, like a true friend God is there when we turn back.

Lord Jesus, you forgave those who had turned away from you. Lord have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you gave time to those who were lost and hurt. Christ have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you call us to friendship with you. Lord have mercy.

Let us pray,

God our Father, you are the giver of all good gifts.

You surround us in this world with the beauty of creation

And invite us to walk in your presence each day.

As we come to the end of our time together in this school

Let us be thankful for all we have achieved through you.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading :


Isaiah 43:1-3 ‘Do no be afraid’

But now, thus says Yahweh, who created you Jacob, and who formed you Israel. ‘Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name, you are mine. Should you pass through the sea, I shall be with you, or through the rivers, they shall not swallow you up. Should you walk through fire you will not be scorched and the flames will not burn you. You are precious in my eyes and I love you. Do not be afraid for I am not with you.’ 

This is the world of the Lord.

Psalm: 

Second Reading:

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Philippians

Every time I pray for you all of you, I pray with joy remembering how you have helped spread the Good news from the day you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain that the one who began this good work in you will see that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. My prayer is that your love for each other may increase more and more and never stop improving your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can always recognise what is best. 

This is the word of the Lord.

John 15:9-17 - 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John  

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Prayers of the Faithful

· Lord, we thank you for the support of our parents throughout the years.

We hope that they know how much we appreciate them.  Although sometimes we might have difficulty showing it, we pray they know how important they are to us.

Lord hear us

· Lord we pray for the staff of ……

We would like to thank them for their guidance and support throughout these memorable years.  We also pray for the students, may they be ambitious in their work, happy in everything they do and always have hope in their futures.

Lord hear us

· Tonight we think of all the friends we have made during our years in …..

We remember our laughter and our tears.  Lord, as we reach this stage of our life’s journey may we be blessed with good friends.  May we always carry with us, good memories of our school friends.

Lord hear us

· There are people already in your keeping Lord, with whom we would have like to have shared this special evening.  Our lives are better for having known them and we are grateful for that.  We pray that they may know how much they are loved and missed.

Lord hear us

· Lord, as we leave this stage of our lives, may we always keep the light of hope in our hearts.  With each new day that comes and every step that we take, may we always remember the true essence of the human spirit, that is hope.

Lord hear us

· Lord, tonight we remember all places where peace does not prevail.  We ask you to help world leaders to choose paths to peace.

Lord hear us

· As we reach this crossroads, may we be guided and helped to choose the right road and to make the best of the gifts we have been given.  Guide us to remain true to ourselves, as we step tentatively into the future.

Lord hear us

Ceremony of Light
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This evening marks a special time for us Sixth Year pupils in _____________.  It is an ending, but it is also a beginning.  We tell that story of ending and beginning now using light, the symbol of Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.

(Principal)
On behalf of the staff of the school, I offer you the light of Wisdom.  Carry this light from this place to a world that stands in need of wisdom; a world that faces decisions and choices never dreamed of in times past.  Remember that everything you learned in school was learnt in the company of others.  Be open to the learning that is ahead of you.  May you be a light of wisdom for others.  May you grow in a wisdom that will inspire you to find the good and the true.  May this light of wisdom guide you during your exams and in your future life on the road ahead.

(Parents’ Council)
On behalf of all parents gathered here this morning I offer you the light of love.  This is a light we lit for you a long time ago.  It is the light you depended on in those early days, the light you ran to when things went wrong.  The light that was left on for you because you were afraid of the dark.  This is the light that waited up for you if you were late home… and the light that was always there even though sometimes, just sometimes, you wish it wasn’t!

Carry this light of love into a world where real love is rare and precious.  Use it to light the path of your own search to love and be loved.  And when you find that the light is flickering, blown about by the troubles of life, remember that there will always be a light burning for you in that place called home.

(1st Year pupil)

On behalf of the pupils that you leave behind, I offer you the light of memory.  When you are in Sixth Year, you say that the First Years are very young and very, very small!  But when you are in First Year as I am, you Sixth Year pupils seem very old and very big.  Five or six years ago seems a very long time.  My class will leave this school in the year ____________.  Where will you be then?  Days pass by, and for you now, schooldays are over.

Carry the light of these days with you.  When you meet, tell again the stories of these years in the classroom and on the playing field.  Remember the victories and the disappointments, the lost locker key, the exam success and perhaps the cooling off time outside the classroom door!

We ask you to remember us who will continue the story of this school to the end of the year ___________ and beyond.  Remember us, we will remember you!

(Chairperson, Board of Management)

On behalf of the Trustees and Management of this school, I offer you the light of faith.  When you were a baby someone held this light for you and named you as a child of God.

Over the years this flame has been fuelled by the example of those around you.  Now you must carry that light for yourself.  You will not find it an easy task; there may be a price to pay.  The flame will flicker, it  may even be extinguished for a time.  But the most important thing about the flame of faith, is that it is not yours alone.  A lone flame cannot pierce the darkness, but many flames together can cast a great light.

Be part of the Christian community wherever you find it.  Be as God called you to be.  As the stars in the night, as the sun in the sky.  A source of light for all you will meet on the way.  Be a light for the world.

All class members bring their lighted candles to the altar.

Offertory Procession

God, our Father, we bring our gifts before your altar, offering them in faith, hope and love. Take them as they symbolise our dreams for the future.

_________________ will bring forward a box of chalk/whiteboard markers and a soccer ball.

These are symbols of our school life and of our growth during our time here.  The soccer ball reminds us of the fun, which we have had outside of the class while chalk/markers is remembered as a symbol of our schoolwork, and the teachers who worked hard to help us.

________________ will bring forward the College Prospectus and the CAO Handbook. The college prospectus is a symbol of our new life, which is starting. We need to work hard to acquire what we want from life. The CAO Handbook reminds us of the choices that face us over the next few weeks and months. 

________________ brings this mobile phone to the altar as a symbol of the communication we hope to keep with our friends in future years.
________________ and ________________ bring forward the bread and wine. These are symbols of the fruit of the earth and of mans labour.  This reminds us of the work and toil that life entails.  But in and through Jesus we have the assurance that our toil will not be in vain.
Communion Reflection

MAKE YOUR LIFE THE BEST IT CAN BE …

Each new day is a blank page in the diary of your life. The pen is in your hand, but the lines will not all be written the way you choose; some will come from the world and the circumstances that surround you. But for the many things that are in your control, remember this…

The secret of life is in making your story as beautiful as it can be. Write the dairy of your days and fill the pages with words that come from the heart. As the pages take you through time, you will discover paths that will add to your happiness and your sorrows, but if you can do these things, there will always be hope in your tomorrows.

Follow your dreams. Work hard. Be kind. This is all anyone could ever ask: do you what you can to make the door open on a day that is filled with beauty in some special way. Remember: goodness will be rewarded. Smiles will pay you back. Have fun. Find strength. Be truthful. Have faith. Don’t focus on things you lack. Realize that people are the treasures in life and happiness is the real wealth. Have a diary that describes how you are doing your best, and…..

The rest will take care of itself.

Douglas Pagels 

Ceremony of Commitment

Priest 

Parents, families, teachers and friends. We are privileged to be here tonight witnessing these young people begin another stage on their journey in life. You have helped them in so many ways to reach this stage so I ask you:

Q: Are you prepared to continue in support and encouragement of these young people in your actions and prayers?

Response:   We Are

To All Sixth Years

We are gathered in thanksgiving and celebration of six years together, an ending and a beginning and so I ask you:

Q: Are you prepared for your life ahead with commitment and enthusiasm?

All: We are

Q: Do you promise to accept the opportunities of life with joy and energy?

All: We Are

You are God’s children, the children of God’s kingdom.

May each one of you grow in wisdom, strength and come to acknowledge God who loves you

All: Amen

Concluding Prayer

Lord God, we ask your blessing on these young people as they begin their lives in the adult world.  As we have committed ourselves to support them, we ask you to be at their sides, guiding their footsteps on the challenging road ahead.  May they find friends who will walk beside them and love that will comfort them in the darker moments of life’s journey.

Final Blessing

May you find happiness in every direction your paths take you.  May you never lose your sense of wonder.  May you go beyond the ordinary steps and discover extraordinary results.

Response:
Amen.

May you hold on to your dreams and keep them safe in your heart.

Response:
Amen

May you meet every challenge you are faced with, recognise every precious opportunity, and be blessed with the knowledge that you have the ability to make every day special.

Response:
Amen

May you search for serenity and discover it was within you all along.

Response:
Amen

May you be strong enough to keep your hopes alive.  May you be gentle enough to understand.

Response:
Amen

Know that you hold tomorrow within your hands, and that the way there will be shared with the makings of what will be your most wonderful memories.

Response:
Amen

And may you always remember, each step of the way…to believe in yourself and your dreams.

Response:
Amen
A Graduate’s Prayer
Father, I have knowledge, so I pray you'll show me now 
How to use it wisely 
and find a way somehow 
To make the world I live in 
a little better place, 
And make life, with its problems, 
a bit easier to face...

Grant me faith and courage 
and put purpose in my days, 
And show me how to serve Thee 
in the most effective ways 
So all my education, 
my knowledge and my skill, 
May find their true fulfillment 
as I learn to do Thy will...

And may I ever be aware 
in everything I do 
That knowledge comes from learning - 
And wisdom comes from You.
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Final Blessing –Irish Blessing    

May the blessing of light be upon you, light on the outside, light on the inside.

With God’s light shining on you, may your heart glow with warmth, like a turf fire that welcomes friends and strangers alike.

May the light of the Lord shine from your eyes, like a candle in the window welcoming the weary travellers.

May the blessing of God’s soft rain be on you, falling on your head,

refreshing your soul with the sweetness of little flowers newly blooming.

May the strengths of the winds of Heaven bless you, carrying the rain to wash your spirit clean, sparkling after in the sunlight.

May the blessings of God’s earth be on you and as you walk the roads may you always have a kind word for those you meet.

May you understand the strength and power of God

in a thunderstorm in Winter and the quiet beauty of creation in the calm of a Summer sunset.

And may you come to realize, that, insignificant as you may seem in this great Universe….you are an important part of God’s plan.

May God watch over you and keep you safe from harm.


