Marking Graduation
The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.

Eleanor Roosevelt

Introduction

Today we gather to remember and to give thanks. We remember and give thanks for all that has taken place during our time here in our school. We are aware of the stories that have shaped our lives and brought us to this moment. We are mindful that as we come to the end of one journey, we are about to begin another and so we come in gratitude for all that has been and welcome the gift of what will be. Above all, we acknowledge God’s Presence in ourselves, each other and the world around us. Walk with us, Lord, as we move from this place into a future filled with your love and peace.

Penitential Rite

You are a God of love and compassion.

Lord, have mercy

You are a God of mercy and forgiveness.

Christ, have mercy

You are a God of peace and reconciliation.

Lord, have mercy

Opening Prayer

God of love and compassion, you fill us with love for your world and awaken in our hearts a true spirit of care and compassion. Fill us with the gift of your Spirit so that we are enabled to nourish others through our service and love. We ask through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

First Reading

Colossians 3:12-14, 23
You are God’s chosen people.

Always be ready to care for others, and to be kind and gentle. Be patient and calm and never boast about or be proud of your goodness. Just as God always forgives you, so you must always be forgiving towards others. Fill your hearts with love, and whatever you do, do it for God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Psalm 139

O God, you know me inside and out, through and through. Everything I do every thought that flits through my mind every step I take, every plan I make, every word I speak. You know my past. You know my future. Your knowledge of me sometimes comforts me, sometimes frightens me but always it is far beyond my understanding.
You were present at my very conception. You guided the moulding of my unformed members within the body of my mother. Nothing about me, from beginning to end, was hidden from your eyes. This is mystery and wonder at its deepest and best.

May you all-knowing, everywhere – present Spirit continue to search out my feelings and thoughts. Deliver me from that which may hurt or destroy me, and guide me along the path that leads to life. I can accept all this for you have also told me that I am precious in your eyes and you love me.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia. Jesus said, ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’ Alleluia.

Gospel

John 15:15b-17.

‘I call you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father. You did not choose me, no, I choose you; and I commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit that will last; and then the Father will give you anything you ask him in my name. What I command you is to love one another.’ This is the Good News of the Lord.

Communion Reflection

A Piece of Wood

Every possibility is sleeping in such a piece of wood. It depends on you how you look at it what you see in it – some useless obstacles in your way, fuel to light your fire, material to build a fence around your isolation, to build a house – a door – a table.

Or a challenge, waiting just for you, to be set free, to be called to life.

The woodcarver, the artist, sees it like that. He takes it in his hands, and sees the hidden life, and makes it speak, of growth and death, joy and pain, and all the mysteries of life.

All this is contained in a piece of wood.

Our whole life, the world around us, is like such a piece of wood. It depends on us, how we look at it, what we see in it. Shouldn’t we all be artists?

Henry Rohr

Blessing

May the beauty of God always surprise you.

May the freedom of God keep you centred and whole.

May the truthfulness of God bring peace to your heart.

May God’s gift of Christ saturate you with love.

May the wisdom of God’s dream always invite you deeper.

And may the blessing of God, in the company of Christ and the life-giving Spirit guide you now and every minute of your life.
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