Graduation Mass Liturgy
Graduation is always a time of looking back and remembering the stages that have gotten the students to this point. Each year will have its own memory and each class will have its memory of that year.

In preparing the liturgical space it would be good if the students could display something of each year in the school. Out of these could come eight or so significant symbols that can be brought to the altar in procession before the opening hymn. This is a good way of setting the atmosphere as people can see the symbols which often get lost in the main procession.

Welcome: Principal and a student

Instrumental music during which the symbols described above would be brought to the altar.

All invited to stand for the opening hymn.

Opening Hymn – Walking in Beauty
Priest begins the mass and introduces the Penitential Rite.

The Penitential Rite focuses on God’s love and faithfulness to us rather than on the ways that we have failed God. Its purpose is that despite our turning away from God, like a true friend God is there when we turn back.

Lord Jesus, you forgave those who had turned away from you. Lord have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you gave time to those who were lost and hurt. Christ have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you call us to friendship with you. Lord have mercy.

If possible the Gloria can be sung, but leave it out if this is not the case.

Let us pray,

God our Father, you are the giver of all good gifts.

You surround us in this world with the beauty of creation

And invite us to walk in your presence each day.

As we come to the end of our time together in this school

Let us be thankful for all we have achieved through you.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Liturgy of the Word

Isaiah 43:1-3 ‘Do no be afraid’

But now, thus says Yahweh, who created you Jacob, and who formed you Israel. ‘Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name, you are mine. Should you pass through the sea, I shall be with you, or through the rivers, they shall not swallow you up. Should you walk through fire you will not be scorched and the flames will not burn you. You are precious in my eyes and I love you. Do not be afraid for I am not with you.’ This is the world of the Lord.

Psalm: This is the Day

Second Reading:

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Philippians
Every time I pray for you all of you, I pray with joy remembering how you have helped spread the Good news from the day you first heard it right up to the present. I am quite certain that the one who began this good work in you will see that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. My prayer is that your love for each other may increase more and more and never stop improving your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can always recognise what is best. This is the word of the Lord.

Psalm: This is the Day

Sing the Pilgrim Alleluia

Have the book of scripture brought up to the Priest, with a flower pot into which a seed is placed and followed by a plant.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 8:4-8

With a large crowd gathering, as people from every town find their way to him, he used this parable: ‘A sower went out to sow his seed. As he sowed some seeds fell on the edge of the path and were trampled on; and the birds of the air ate up. Some seeds fell on rock, and when it came up it withered away, having no moisture. Some seed fell amongst thorns and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some seed fell into rich soil and it grew and produced its crop a hundredfold. Saying this he cried, ‘Listen, anyone who has ears to hear!’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Homily Notes

In preparing students for the Mass, you could talk with them about their hopes and ambitions for the future. These could be put together in the form of a creed, an example of which follows:

We believe in God, our Protector and guide.

We put our trust in God for the future.

We believe in friends and everlasting friendship.

We believe in Jesus Christ, who came to encourage and heal us.

We believe in the Holy Spirit who will guide us through life.

We believe that loving ourselves gives us confidence to believe in ourselves and to achieve our goals.

We hope to be happy and successful in the future.

We hope through God’s protection to be safe.

We hope that we will live to see peace in the world.

We hope that our class of 200? will be successful in our exams.

We love our parents, guardians and friends, living and departed,

Who have helped us through many difficult situations.

They were there to support us when we needed a shoulder to cry on or someone to talk to.

We love and treasure all the wonderful memories we have been given by our families, friends and teachers.

We love God and with God by our side,

We believe we can achieve anything.

Amen

Prayer of the Faithful

A Buddhist practice is to write their prayers on pieces of coloured cloth and hang them up in the same way we hang bunting. Again this could be prepared before the Mass and at this point the prayers could be brought up and hung around or behind the altar.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

The offertory procession consists only of bread, wine and water. To highlight these you may like to have the water and wine brought up in carafes or decanters rather than cruits.

Offertory Hymn: Come to the Table

Eucharistic Prayer Acclamations: Liam Lawton’s Mass of the Celtic Saints or Molaise

Communion Hymns: Take, O take me as I am by John L. Bell; Doing Justice by James V. Marchionda, O.P.

Reflection
How do you see the world?

Is it full of ugliness or is it of beauty?

A stunningly beautiful sunset was pointed out to a troubled young man some years ago,

And his response was,

‘If you’ve seen one sunset, you’ve seen ‘em all.’

It was a remarkable statement,

Not just in its utter falseness,

But in that it revealed how cut off

From the outer world

This young person was.

He was incapable of walking in beauty.

It surrounded him, but he could not see it.

How like that young man are we though?

How well do we experience the beauty around us?

As we rush from one obligation to another,

Do we attend to the beauty of our world?

What would it be like to walk in beauty all the time?

What would be required of us?

When we walk in beauty we are connected.

The universe walks with us.

We are in our place and we are unaware of the beauty around us.

Our eye may be caught by the colourful flower,

But we must direct our attention to it to recognise its beauty.

So there is an exchange between the beautiful and the witness to the beauty.

It is said, ‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.’

We must be awake to recognise beauty.

We must have our eyes open to the world to see its beauty.

Recognition of beauty is an act of love.

When our hearts are open to love, the world is more beautiful.

When we are overcome by hate, all we see is ugliness.

When the world looks beautiful to us,

It is a sign that we are in a harmonious situation with the universe.

Let us then prepare ourselves to walk in beauty.

Where there is disharmony, let us create harmony.

Where there is falsehood, let us bear truth.

Where there is imperfection, let us bring wholeness.

Where there is cluttered complexity, let us draw out simplicity.

Where there is dishonesty, let us act with integrity.

Let us cultivate beauty in our surroundings.

Let us bring forth beauty in our minds.

May we open to the beauty in our hearts

May we perceive the beauty in our souls.

Traditional Navajo Prayer

Concluding Rite:

Prayer after Communion

God our Father,

You have gathered us around this table

And fed us.

As we leave this place,

May all that we have shared together

Be the foundations of our lives.

Protect us always, that we may live in peace with you

And with one another.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Final Blessing

Recessional Hymn: May the road rise to meet you – Lori True
