Graduation Mass
The Labyrinth
“Your life is a sacred journey. And it is about change, growth, discovery, movement, transformation, continuously expanding your vision of what is possible, stretching your soul, learning to see clearly and deeply, listening to your intuition, taking courageous challenges at every step along the way. You are on the path … exactly where you meant to be right now … And from here, you can only go forward, shaping your life story into a magnificent tale of triumph, of healing, of courage, of beauty, of wisdom, of power, of dignity and of love.”

We are all on the path … exactly where we need to be. The labyrinth is a model of that path. The labyrinth is an ancient symbol that relates to wholeness. It combines the imagery of the circle and the spiral into a meandering but purposeful path. The labyrinth represents a journey to our own centre and back again out into the world.

At its most basic level the labyrinth is a metaphor for the journey to the centre of your deepest self and back out into the world with a broadened understanding of who you are.

Welcome

Opening Song: Memories

Reality is yet to dawn

Thinking here as I sit down

Life is easy, it’s about to get tough

I’m not sure if I have enough

The curtains are drawn

I’m locked inside

Afraid to look beyond

And what may come

The memories, the memories

Are lodged in my mind

They’ll be there forever

And always be mine

The memories, the memories

Are lodged in my mind

They’ll be there forever

And always be mine

Looking back on what we’ve done

I’d like to say thank you

Now let’s go face the sun

It’s time to carry on

My aspirations are up in the air

My God reality is way down there

I hope ye’ll be there if I fall

You’ve always been there through it all

The memories, the memories

Are lodged in my mind

They’ll be there forever

And always be mine

The memories, the memories

Are lodged in my mind

They’ll be there forever

And always be mine

Greeting

Penitential Rite

Opening Prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord God, you sent you Son, Jesus to show us how to live.

Help us always to search for the Truth that will lead us to the fullness of life.

We make this prayer through Christ Our Lord.

Amen

Liturgy of the Word

1st Reading – Jeremiah 31:3-4; 29:11-14

The Lord God has this to say to you today: I have loved you with an everlasting love and I am constant in my affection for you. I will build you up and I will protect you in good times and in bad. So be happy and go forth in the dancing of the merrymakers. I have plans in my heart for you: plans for peace, not disaster, plans to give you a future and a reason to hope. And remember, when you call upon me and come and pray to me I will hear you. You will seek me and find me: when you seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you.

This is the Word of the Lord
All:
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Stand by Me

When the night has come

And the land is dark

And the moon is the only light you see

No I won’t be afraid

No I won’t be afraid

Just as long as you stand, stand by me

Chorus

Darling darling stand by me
Oh, stand by me
Oh stand, stand by me, stand by me

If the sky that we look upon

Should tumble and fall

Or the mountains should crumble into the sea

No I won’t shed a tear

No I won’t shed a tear
Just as long as you stand, stand by me

Chorus

Chorus

2nd Reading – Romans 12:9-18

Do not let your love be a pretence but sincerely prefer good to evil. Love each other as much as brothers and sisters should and have a profound respect for each other. Work for the Lord with untiring effort and with great earnestness of spirit. If you have hope, this will make you cheerful. Do not give up if trials come and keep on praying. If any of the saints are in need you must share with them and you should make hospitality your special care. Bless those who persecute you: never curse them, bless them. Rejoice with those who rejoice and be sad with those in sorrow. Treat everyone with equal kindness; never be condescending but make real friends with the poor. Do no allow yourself to become self-satisfied. Never repay evil with evil but let everyone see that you are interested only in the highest ideals. Do all you can to live at peace with everyone.

This is the word of the Lord

All:
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Just Remember

As he loved me, I love you

Just follow me and we will go

To a place where I know

A place where we can go

Be there for me and I’ll be there for you

Be true to me and I’ll be true to you

Just follow me and close your eyes

I will not lead you astray

We can sing a halleluia there

We can sing a halleluis there

It will echo there for a while

I hope it brings a smile

When the bullets shot I’ll be there for you

When the rope snaps I’ll be there for you

When you have no one else

I will save you

I will not call you a

I’ll just leave it as friends

And we shall go like that

From now on

You’ll get everything you want there

Just remember to follow me

Just remember to follow me

GOSPEL

John 15:9-17

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.

This is the Gospel of the Lord

All:
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection

Prayers of the Faithful

Offertory Procession

Prayer over the Gifts:

Gracious God, may our prayer together increase our faith in your companionship, our hope in your love, our love for your people. As we offer this bread and wine, may we be strengthened in our friendship with you, now and forever.

We ask this through Jesus the Lord.

Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Communion

Song: A beautiful End

I look into a crystal ball

I only see the past

The childish cries of a boy

I see the face that got me through

My childish antics were helped by you

Today we walk away as friends

Chorus:
Woah, woah it has to come to a beautiful end

Woah, woah it has to be my friend

Woah, woah we have the times we spent
To cherish forever so farewell my friend

And every day the school bell rang

I never thought there would be an end

I thought it would ring forever more

I look into the future now

It looks like a haze to me

But the past it seems so clear

Chorus

I hope that if I ever need

A fourth leg for my chair

You won’t let me fall

Ceremony of Light

6th year student

This evening marks a special time for us 6th year students in _____________. It is an ending, but it is also a beginning. We tell that story of ending and beginning now using the Easter light, the symbol of Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.

Teacher

On behalf of the staff of the school, I offer you the light of Wisdom.

(A student comes forward and lights a candle from the Easter candle)
Carry this light from this place to a world that stands in need of wisdom; a world that faces decisions and choices never dreamed of in times past. Remember that everything you learned in school was learnt in the company of others. Be open to the learning that is ahead of you. May you be a light of wisdom for others. May you grow in a wisdom that will inspire you to find the good and the true. May this light of wisdom guide you during your exams and in your future life on the road ahead.

Parent

On behalf of all parents gathered here this evening I offer you the light of love. (Candle lit as before). This is a light we lit for you a long time ago. It is the light you depended on in those early days, the light you ran to when things went wrong. The light that was left on for you because you were afraid of the dark. This is the light that waited up for you if you were late home…and the light that was always there even though sometimes, just sometimes, you wish it wasn’t!

Carry this light of love into a world where real love is rare and precious. Use it to light the path of your own search to love and be loved. And when you find that the light is flickering, blown about by the troubles of life, remember that there will always be a light burning for you in that place called home.

Board of Management Member

On behalf of the Trustees and Management of this school I offer you the light of faith. (Candle lit as before). When you were a baby someone held this light for you and names you as a child of God. Over the years this flame has been fuelled by the example of those around you. Now you must carry that light for yourself. You will not find it an easy task; there may be a price to pay. The flame will flicker, it may even be extinguished for a time. But the most important thing about the flame of faith, is that it is not yours alone. A lone flame cannot pierce the darkness, but many flames together can cast a great light. Be part of the Christian community wherever you find it. Be as God called you to be. As the stars in the night, as the sun in the sky. A source of light for all you will meet on the way. Be a light for the world.
First year student

On behalf of all students that you leave behind, I offer you the light of memory. (Candle lit as before). When you are in sixth year, you say that the first years are very young and very, very small! But when you are in first year as I am, you sixth year students seem very old and very big. Five or six years ago seems a very long time. I will leave school in the year 200_. Where will you be then? Days pass by, and for you now, school days are over. Carry the light of those days with you. When you meet, tell again the stories of those years in the classroom and on the playing field. Remember the victories and the disappointments, the lost locker key, the exam success and perhaps the cooling off time outside the Principal’s office. We ask you to remember us who will continue the story of the school to the end of the year 200_ and beyond. Remember us, we will remember you!

The Labyrinth – Liam Lawton

Step into the circle, step onto your path

Find your place of journey, where your life is mapped

Step into the circle, if the way is clear

You can start your journey, encircle all your fears

Chorus

Labyrinth, labyrinth

As you make your journey, the centre calls you in

Labyrinth, labyrinth

Where your heart is calling, your destiny begins

Find your stepping stones, reflecting in the light

As you travel on, beware of falling night

As you journey on, you are not alone

You will find the courage, to lead you safely home

Chorus

And though you know your future not

And the roads that lead elsewhere

The way of love will guide your heart

Beyond the world’s despair

To find your future there

Chorus

Concluding Prayer:

As we end one journey and begin another, let us go forth into the world as people of faith, hope and vision. Hold fast that which is good, and render to no one any harm. Strengthen the faint hearted, support the weak and vulnerable. Help the afflicted, give dignity and respect to all. Love and serve the Lord Jesus rejoicing in the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

Amen.

Concluding Song: Saoirse Thinks

O memory won’t you stay with me one night

Tell me everythings alright

Cos I’m going tomorrow

You were there watching everywhere I go

Through storms and the wind and snow

And in all the hardships

And as a bride, you held us in your arms

Cried through all the false alarms

Now all we’ve got is your memory

We were young, crazy, wild and free

No-one can take you from me

But it’s all at an end now

We’re at a crossroads, every one of us there

You showed us how much you cared

But now please don’t cry out loud

O memory won’t you stay with me one night

Tell me everything is alright

Cos I’m going tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow

A Reflection

Tonight I take the liberty of addressing you all as “My Friends”, because it is as if Albert Camus had been thinking of the school when he wrote the lines:

Don’t walk in front of me…

I may not follow;

Don’t walk behind me…

I may not lead;

Walk beside me

And just be my friend

On behalf of my classmates and myself, I wish to acknowledge, first and foremost, the fact that all of you – teachers, parents and pupils – have walked beside us on our journey through secondary school –  you have been our friends. THANK YOU!
Indeed, five years have passed, five summers with the length of five long winters’ since first we undertook the adventure of preparing in this school for our unique journeys in the labyrinth of life … Just moments ago, the Lord spoke to us: ‘I am constant in my affection for you, I will protect you in your rosy summers and in your thorny winters; I have plans for you!’ However, it is only in the soil, so to speak, of a positive outlook that the seeds of true friendship can germinate. Underlying all of the Readings in this mass is the life-giving attitude of reaching out for the roses among the thorns rather than ranting on about the thorns among the roses.

As Christians, we wager our lives on a Faith that gives us roots and wings. The person who understands Christ’s message feels like a bird that did not know that it had wings, and suddenly realises that it can fly – that it can be free – and that it no longer needs to fear. No suprises then that the Lord tells us to go forth from here ‘in the dancing of the merrymakers’ – to go forth from here with hearts full of hopes and dreams. It is the same Christ who can transform the sunset of our secondary school days into the dawn of a new and exciting phase of our lives. But let us continue to be rooted in our friendship with him and with one another!

The greatest good we can do for others is not to share our riches with them but to reveal to them their own. I am happy to say that this is the kind of secondary education we have received. It hasn’t always been easy, but growing to adulthood inevitably involves growing pains at every level. To overly help a butterfly out of its cocoon deprives it of its ability to fly, because it is in the struggle of becoming free that its wings develop their strength. Our school, moreover, has spared no effort in giving us a broad and rounded education. The intellectual giant, who is a moral dwarf, has missed out on the meaning of life.

In the Gospel, Jesus asks us, above all else, to love one another. Such a prescription calls for great moral courage from each of us. It was Robert Kennedy who said that moral courage is more difficult than bravery in battle. Over all our abilities and behaviour let us put on the overcoat of love. Simply stated, let us be kind to one another, since kindness is Christianity in its working clothes. This is a challenge as there will always be misunderstanding and hurt. Jesus gives only one solution in such a situation – “Forgive one another!” The author, Corrie Fisher – who spent time in a concentration camp – forgave her enemies, because she emphasised ‘to cling to resentment is like drinking a bottle of poison yourself and waiting for the other person – your enemy – to die from it!’
Let us then continue to be friendly with everybody as far as possible, but let us feel thoroughly blessed to be gifted with special friends. Of such people Polonius speaks: ‘The friends you have and their adoption tried, grapple them to your soul with hoops of steel!”

The future is daunting, but let our life motto be that of the poet, Minnie Haskins: “I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: ‘Give me light that I may tread safely into the unknown’. And he replied: ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!”

Journey Ends …. Journey Begins

For each of us life is a journey.

Birth is the beginning of this journey

And death is not the end

But the destination

It is a journey that takes us

From youth to age

From innocence to awareness

From ignorance to knowledge

From foolishness to wisdom

From weakness to strength

And often back again

From offence to forgiveness

From loneliness to friendship

From pain to compassion

From fear to faith

From defeat to victory

And from victory to defeat

Until looking backward or ahead

We see that victory does not lie

At some high point along the way

But in having made the journey

Stage by stage

(Adapted from an old Hebrew prayer)
