Ceremony of Light

Celebrant:

This night marks a very special time for these young people who are leaving school. It is an ending, but it is also a beginning. We tell the story of ending and beginning now using the Easter light, the symbol of Christ, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the End.

Teacher:

On behalf of the school, I offer you the light of Wisdom.

Carry this light from this place to a world that stands in need of wisdom:

A world that faces decisions and choices never dreamed of in times past.

Remember that everything you have learned in this school was learned in the company of others.

Be open to the learning that is ahead that is ahead of you.

May you be a light of wisdom for others

And may you grow in a wisdom that will inspire you to find the good and the true.

May this light of wisdom that will inspire you to find the good and the true.

May this light of wisdom guide you during your exams and in the future life on the road ahead.
Parent:

On behalf of the parents I offer you the light of love.

This is a light we lit for you a long time ago.

It is the light you depended on in those early days, the light you ran to when things went wrong.

The light that was left on for you because you were afraid of the dark, the light that dressed you for the first day at school, for your First Communion, for your Confirmation.

This is the light that waited up for you if you were late home…

And the light that was always there even though sometimes, just sometimes, you wished it wasn’t.

Carry this light of love into a world where real love is rare and precious.

Use it to light the path in your search to love and be loved.

And when you find that the light is flickering, blown by the storm of pain and rejection.

Remember that there will always be a light burning for you in that place called home.
‘A Journey to Remember’
INTRODUCTORY RITE:

Gathering Ritual

Introduction: 
Parent’s Representative: On behalf of all of your parents, I offer you the light of love. Carry this light of love out into the world. When you find the light of love is flickering, or threatened by the troubles in life, remember that there will always be a light burning for you in a place called home.
Teacher: On behalf of the school, I offer you the light of wisdom. Carry this light of wisdom out into the world. When faced with choices and decisions that you never before dreamed of, may you be inspired by wisdom to find the good and the true.
Student: On behalf of all the students that you leave behind, I offer you the light of memory. Carry the light of these days out into the world. Remember those of us who remain to carry on the story of the school. Remember us, and we will remember you.
Trustee’s Representative: On behalf of the trustees of this school, I offer you the light of faith. Carry this light of faith out into the world. Remember to be part of the Christian community wherever you find it, and to be a light for the world.
Entrance Procession: Laudate Dominum
Penitential Rite
A Thiarna déan Trócaire,

A Chríost déan Trócaire,

A Thiarna déan Trócaire,

Opening Prayer
LITURGY OF THE WORD:

First Reading: A Reading from the Book of Micah
 Listen to what the Lord says: "Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the hills hear what you have to say. I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam This is what the Lord asks of you, only this to act justly, and to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God.
This is the word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: I have loved you
Refrain (All): I HAVE LOVED YOU WITH AN EVERLASTING LOVE, I HAVE CALLED YOU AND YOU ARE MINE.(X2
Second Reading: A reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.
This is the word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

Alleluia: Seinn Alleluia
Gospel: The Road to Emmaus 
Let us acclaim the Gospel in Song 

Homily

Prayers of the Faithful : Lord Hear us
Response: Lord Graciously Hear us.
A Thiarna éist linn

Response:  A Thiarna bí ceannsa agus éist linn.
Offertory procession: B’Íosa Im Chroise
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:
Sanctus: Is Naofa, Naofa, Naofa tú, a Thiarna, Dia na Slua. Tá neamh agus talamh lán de do ghlóir. Hósanna sna harda. Is beannaithe’n té ‘tá ag teacht in ainm an Tiarna. Hosanna sna harda.
Memorial  Acclamation. (Sung)

Priest: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith 

All: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, Lord Jesus, come in Glory.

Priest: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever

Great Amen ( Sung) 

Amen! Amen! Alleluia! Amen!
COMMUNION RITE
Agnus Dei:

A Uain Dé, A Uain De, a thógas peacaigh an domhain,
Déan Trócaire orainn (x2)

A Uain Dé, a thógas peacaigh an domhain,

Tabhair Dúinn Síochán.

Communion Hymns: 
Instrumental
Ave Verum
The Lord bless you and keep you 

THE BLESSING AND DISTRIBUTION OF RINGS
Communion Reflection: May the Road rise to meet you 
Refrain: May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be at your back. May the sun

shine warm upon your face, upon your face. May the rain fall softly on your fields, and

until we meet again, may you keep safe in the gentle loving arms of God.

Concluding Rite

Greeting

Priest: The Lord be with you
All: And with your spirit.

Blessing

Priest: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen

Dismissal

Recessional (Stand)
Dominican Magnificat

To praise, my soul rejoices in God.

To praise, my soul shall glorify the Lord.

He who is mighty has done great things for me, behold the servant of god.

Refrain: Magnificat, magnificat, anima mea Dominum. (2)

To bless, to bless the people of God.

To bless, to bless the name of the Lord.

All generations shall call her blessed.

Behold the servant of God.
Refrain: Magnificat, magnificat, anima mea Dominum. (2)
To Preach, to preach the word of our Lord.To preach, to preach his truth to the earth.Teach us to follow him and show us his way.

For Holy is his Name.
Refrain: Magnificat, magnificat, anima mea Dominum. (2)

