Archdiocese of Dublin

Prayer Services and Assemblies 
for the Liturgical Year

(based on materials from the Alive-O programme)

All you faithful people praise our glorious Lord!
Celebrate and worship (Ps. 149.5)

Diocesan Advisers for Religious Education in Primary School 

June 2008

In response to ongoing requests, the Dublin Primary Diocesan Advisers have selected a number of prayer services from the Alive-O programme.  
We have compiled them in booklet form, beginning with the school year and following the Liturgical Year of the Church.  It is envisaged that this booklet be used in conjunction with the Alive-O programme so that:

· knowledge and understanding of the Alive-O programme will be deepened

· the prayer and faith life of the school community will be enhanced

· the booklet will facilitate community celebrations

· there will be deeper appreciation of the use of song in worship and praise of God

May God continue to bless your ministry.

Beannacht Dé oraibh, 

Primary Diocesan Advisers. 
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Beginning of School Year

Leader

As we light our candle, may the love of God open us to the possibilities that this year together will bring

Choose one song



Sign of the Cross Chant 
Alive-O 7 
p.310



Beginning and Endings
Alive-O 5 
p. 11



Together Again

Alive-O 3
 p. 10

Opening Prayer

Leader
God our Father, we know that You love us as a Mother loves her child.  We know that You care for us as a Father cares for His child.

Today we pray for Your blessing on this opening of our year together.

Bless each one of us.

Open our minds to the possibilities that this year holds.

Open our eyes to the wonder of each new day.

Open our hearts to the love of Your Spirit.

May Your hand be with us, keeping us from hurt and harm.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All 
Amen

Liturgy of the Word

Leader

The Lord be with you

All

And also with you

Leader
This is a reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (Mt 9:27-30)

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying loudly, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!’  When He entered the house, the blind men came to Him; Yes, Lord.’  Then He touched their eyes and said, ‘According to your faith let it be done to you.’  And their eyes were opened.

The Word of the Lord. 

All 

Thanks be to God 

Leader 



Jesus opened the eyes of the blind men.  He knew that their hearts and minds were open to all that He had in store for them. 
As we open this space up to all that this year will bring, we open our hearts and minds too. 
Leader

We open this door to welcome all who may enter this space.  May we show Your love to one another!

All 

Bless us, O Lord

Leader
We open this window to welcome the opportunities that will come our way.   May 

Your Holy Spirit fill us with energy and joy!

All 

Bless us. O Lord

Leader 

We open our books and look forward to all we will learn and understand.  Jesus help each one of us to see more clearly!

All 

Bless us, O Lord

Leader 

We open our hands to all that we will do this year.  May we use them to help one another!

All 

Bless us, O Lord

Leader

We open our hearts to all that God has in store for us.  May we always make room for God in our hearts!

All 

Bless us, O Lord

Leader

We open our eyes to one another.  May we see clearly that each one of us is special and loved completely by God!

All 

Bless us, O Lord

Choose one song


Sign of the Cross Chant 
Alive-O 7 
p. 310



Beginnings and Endings 
Alive-O 5 
p.    11



Together Again 

Alive-O 3 
p.    10

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
4 October

All


Sign of the Cross 

Choose one song 
Celtic Blessing 



Alive-O 6
p. 40




Time and Time and Time Again
Alive-O 6 
p. 292
Opening Prayer 
God wants us to treat the world with respect and love because God created it for our use and enjoyment.  He wants us to develop the world and to share its blessings with all people.  St. Francis was like God in the way he loved Creation.  He loved birds; He loved animals wild and tame.  He loved fish.   The inspired writers of the Bible loved Creation too.  Let us pray:

All 
Form Psalm 148

Sun and moon, and all you bright stars, 


Come and offer praise.


Let all things praise the name of the Lord!


Sea monsters and the deep sea, 


Fire and hail, snow and frost,

And every stormy wind, 


Come and praise the Lord!


All mountains and hills,


Fruit trees and cedars, 


Every wild and tame animal, 


All reptiles and birds,


Come and praise the Lord!


Every man and every woman, 


Young people and old, 


Come praise the Lord!
Scripture Reading 
Matthew 6:25-26, 28-29 Do not worry

Prayers of Intercession 

Response

Hear our prayer



That we may love and honour all that you have made:




Lord in your mercy……Response
Leader
That we may continue to grow in enjoyment of your creation: Lord in your mercy……Response
Leader
That we may live up to your trust in us by looking after our pets with care:  Lord in your mercy…….Response
Leader
That animals and pets that have no home will soon find a new home: Lord in your mercy ……Response
Earth Commandments
Response 
Blessed are you Lord, God of all Creation
Leader
You are the Lord God who made each one of us and all living things.  You made a place for each living thing and a world for all living things to share in proper balance. 
Leader
You shall not destroy the soil or the living seas…….


Response

Leader
You shall not release poisons or cause great changes in the climate……Response
Leader
You shall not damage the ozone layer or the atmosphere……Response
Leader
You shall not strip the land of trees and protected vegetation……Response
Leader
You shall not lay waste the wild places……Response
Leader 
You shall not upset the balance of the different species……Response
Leader
You shall not be driven by greed or convenience to squander the gifts of the planet……Response
Leader
You shall treasure the world as your Father’s treasure……Response
Leader
Honour the life of all living beings


Honour the order of nature and the balance of all created things.


Care for them well. 


They are God’s gift from the dawn of time and will not be offered to you again.

All
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 


God of power and might.


Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Leader
Today as we reflect on the life of St. Francis of Assisi


We pray in his words:

All 
Lord make me an instrument of your peace, 


Where there is hatred, let me sow your love;


Where there is injury, pardon;


Where there is despair, hope;


Where there is doubt, faith;


Where there is darkness, light;


And where there is sadness, joy.


O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek, 


To be consoled as to console;


To be understood as to understand;


To be loved as to love;


For it is in giving that we receive;


It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;


It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;


And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Closing Prayer
Saint Francis was at home in the natural world. 

He loved all that God made.

He loved it because God made it.

Lord, make us like Saint Francis.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen

Choose one song
Bless the Lord


Alive-O 6 
p. 55

Within God’s Creation 
Alive-O 6 
p. 13

St. Laurence O’Toole 14 November

Leader
As we light our candle today we remember that God is always with us.  We remember too, that saints are people who share the light of God’s love in the world. 

All
Sign of the Cross
Sing
Christ be our Light

Alive-O 7 p. 238

Leader
Today we celebrate the life of St. Laurence O’Toole. 


St. Laurence is special to us all here in the Archdiocese of Dublin as he is our Patron Saint.  Many churches, schools and football teams are called after St. Laurence throughout the Archdiocese.  Today we remember St. Laurence and ask him to pray for us. 

Scripture Reading
John 10:11-16 Jesus is the Good Shepherd
Prayers of Intercession

Response
St. Laurence pray for us
Leader
St. Laurence, you showed love to all you met.   Help us grow in love with those around us and to show this love in deed and world.  Response
Leader
St. Laurence, you were often afraid but you turned to God to help.  Help us to always turn to God when we are afraid.  Response
Leader
St. Laurence, you were a good friend to the sick, the poor and the hungry.  Help us to recognise the needs of others and do what we can to help.  Response
Leader
St. Laurence, you always tried to make peace and prevent war.  Help us to be peacemakers in our homes and school.  Help us always to remember in our prayers those countries torn apart by war and violence.  Response
Let us pray together as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father……………………..

Leader 
Like St. Laurence we are God’s holy and chosen people.  May we be like him and be lights in our world.  May we follow the example of St. Laurence and be people of peace, reconciliation and justice in our world.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen

Sing 
My Shepherd is The Lord Alive-O 2 p. 107, Alive-O p. 236
Feast of All Saints 1 November
All
Sign of the Cross

Choose one song
Columba 

Alive-O 3 p. 63


Remember Them
Alive-O 3 p. 64 
Alive-O 5 p. 372

Leader

As we light our candle we remember the saints who shared the light of God’s love in 

the world.

All over the world at this time of the year people remember saints who are special to 

them.  Many people and places are called after saints.  Our Church is called after 

Saint …………….. Our School is called after Saint……………..

Today we remember the saints.  We ask them to pray for us.

Response
Pray for us
Leader
Saint Brigid

Response
Pray for us

Leader
Saint Patrick

Response
Pray for us 

Leader
Saint Margaret

Response
Pray for us

Leader
Saint Columba (Saint Colmcille)

Response
Pray for us
Leader
…………………….., Patron Saint of our school 

Response 
Pray for us
Leader 
All Saints, All souls 


Remember those


Who kept the faith


Who always turned to pray


Who showed the love of Jesus 


In their lives from day to day.


Remember those


This special time


Who live with God above, 


All Saints, All Souls,


And all our own


Who live with God in love.






Christy Kenneally

Leader
Glory be to the Father


And to the Sun, 


And to the Holy Spirit.

All 
As it was in the beginning,


Is now and ever shall be,


World without end. Amen

All 
Sign of the Cross

Choose one song 
Columba 

Alive-O 3 p. 63


Remember Them
Alive-O 3 p. 64, Alive-O 5 p. 372

All Saints and Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 2 November
All 
Sign of the Cross
Leader


As we light our candle we remember that Jesus welcomes those who have died, to 

the light of heaven. 

All 


Thanks be to God

Sing


Remember Them 
Alive-O 5 p. 372, Alive-O 6 p. 361

Leader




A reading from a letter of St. Paul (based on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for all those who love Jesus.  When they die, God will bring them with Him.   When we die we will meet the Lord in heaven, and stay with Him forever. 

This is the world of the Lord

All 


Thanks be to God

Choose one song
Time and Time and Time Again
Alive-O 5 p. 76




Gather Round



Alive-O 5 p. 76

Litany of the Saints

Leader

We think of all the saints in heaven with Jesus and we ask them to pray for us as we say:  Pray for us.

Leader 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus……. 

All 


Pray for us
Leader 

St. Joseph….

All 


Pray for us
Leader


St. Patrick

All 


Pray for us
Leader


St. Brigid…..

All


Pray for us
Leader


St. Columba

All 


Pray for us

Prayer of Remembrance

Leader
We remember all those who have died and we ask God to bless them,   as we say: May they live for ever with the saints.

Leader 
God loves all the granddads and grannies who have died…….

All 

May they live forever with the saints

Leader

God loves all the mums and dads who have died

All

May they live forever with the saints

Leader 
God loves all the friends and neighbours who have died

All

May they live forever with the saints

Leader

God loves N. who have died

All

May they live forever with the saints

Touching the Cross

Each child goes to the Cross, touches it and makes the Sign of the Cross

Sing 

My Shepherd is the Lord

Alive-O 5 p. 373

Prayer for those who mourn 

Leader 

Gentle God, 

You love all of us.

Wipe away the tears of those who are sad and help us to remember Jesus who died and rose from the dead.   May we live forever with Jesus and be happy forever. 

Amen

Traditional Prayer for the Dead 

Leader 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord

And may perpetual light shine upon them 

All 

May they rest in peace.  
Amen

Advent Prayer Service
All 
Sign of the Cross
Leader 

(As the candle is lit) In our winter darkness our Advent candle lights the way.  God is 

with us we light our candle.  We know that God is with us at all times.  We know that 

God was with us in the brightness of the summer and the freshness of spring.  We 

know that God was with in the golden colours of Autumn.  We know that God is with

 us now this winter.  We pray:

Response

Be with us through the winter darkness

Leader 

Our days have become shorter

Response

Leader

Our night skies are brightened by the stars

Response

Leader 

We watch the wonder of the dark outside
Response

Leader 

We remember those who fear the dark.  We remember though who are lonely at 

night.  We ask that God be with them in a special way this winter as we pray:

All
Our Father

Sing
Advent Hymn Alive-O 5 p. 114

Gospel Reading 


Matthew 2:1, 7-12

         Or 

Luke 2:8-16
Blessing of the Advent Tree and Wreath

Leader

God our Father, this Advent tree reminds us of our family tree which takes us back a 

long way, back as far as we can go into the story of our family.  This tree reminds us 

that Joseph and Mary were of the house of David.  It reminds us that the root of our 

Christian story, our Christian family tree, go to the story of the Jewish people and

 their covenant of love with God and in the Old Testament.  It minds us of how long 

generations of people waited for the coming of Jesus.  Now He is coming anew this 

Christmas and we must be awake so that we will not miss Him and He comes.

All 
Amen 

A child may be invited to bless the tree with Holy Water.

Leader

God our Father, when we look at our Advent wreath we see its evergreen leaves. 
 They remind us that, through the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, and through our 

Baptism in Christ, we have a path to the tree of life: everlasting life of God who loves 

us.  Each week as we light the different coloured candles we remember that you are 

the light of the world, especially at this, the darkest time of the year.  Bless our 

Advent wreath and bless us as we journey through Advent.  May your light guide us 

on our way.
All 
Amen

A child may then be invited to bless the tree with Holy Water. 

Leader

Bless all of us in this class/school as we journey together through Advent, waiting in 

joyful hope for the coming of your Son, Jesus.

All 
Amen 

Choose one song


Mary’s Lullaby 
Alive-O 5 p. 138


Christ be our light
Alive-O 6 p. 110

All 
Sign of the Cross 

Christmas Prayer Service

All 
Sign of the Cross 

Sing 
Waiting Alive-O p. 101

Leader


As we light the candles on the Advent Wreath we remember that God is always with 
us.  We have been decorating the classroom for Christmas.  It’s fun to make 
decorations.  They make the place look bright and happy.  We put up decorations 
while we are waiting for Christmas.  Let us thank God for all the things that are fun to 
do while we are waiting for Christmas.

Response 
Thank you God we pray
Leader 

For Christmas cards to send.  Response
Leader 

For coloured paper to wrap presents in.  Response
Leader 

This is our special prayer thanking God for the gift of Jesus at Christmas.  Response
All 
Thank you God for Jesus, 


Is the prayer we say.


Thank you God for Jesus, 


We pray on Christmas Day.

Sing
Carol of the Journey Alive-O p. 108

Scripture Reading
Adapted from Luke 2:1-20

The Moment They’d All Been Waiting For 
Alive-O 3 p. 153-154

Sing 
This Is the Moment 
Alive-O 3 p. 160

Leader
We will not listen to a poem about the Crib Alive-O 3 p. 155

The Crib Community 

Amidst all the tinsel and glitter and fuss and bother and din, 

To our house every Christmas a whole community moves in.

Several men, one woman, one baby where on earth will they fit?

Sheep, lambs, a cow and a donkey, with a manger and straw – and that’s it!

After settling their babe in the manger they arrange themselves out before Him, 

They spend Christmas day, feasting their gaze, it’s obvious they simply adore Him!

Although all the hustle and hassle there’s something so graceful about them. 
Although they don’t say or do anything, it wouldn’t be Christmas without them. 

Leader

The Crib reminds us of the first Christmas moment, the moment when God 

sent His Son Jesus into the world.  We thank God our Father for the gift of His Son 

Jesus.  We 
Response 
God be with us and bless us 

Leader 
When we give presents to our family and friends.  Response
Leader 
When we open our presents.  Response
Leader
When we visit the crib.  Response
Leader 
When we prayer together.  Response
Leader
Let us now for a few moments relax and meditate.  Response
Close your eyes.  Still your body.  Feel your heart beat.  Feel your breath as it goes in 

and out of your body.

Imagine that you are with Mary and Joseph as they prepare to leave Bethlehem.  Mary asks you to look after Jesus for a short-time while she 
does some packing.  Hold out your arm to take the baby.  Hold Him very carefully.  
Look at Jesus, He has got bigger.  He is beginning to smile and make little baby 
noises.  You wonder about what the wise men said about Him.   Imagine what He will 
like……..imagine Him telling stories……...imagine Him blessing bread and sharing it 
with those around Him……. Imagine Him healing people who are sick.  He will be a 

great leader.  With your own inside voice ask Jesus to help you to become like Him.  

Ask Him to be with you as you try to keep the spirit of His birth alive in your 

heart…….When you are ready to open your eyes…….
Sing
Away in a Manger Alive-O 3 p. 161

All 
Sign of the Cross
St. Brigid 1 February
Leader 
We welcome everyone here today
All 
Sing of the Cross
Leader
Let us offer a sign of welcome by shaking hands with each other.  Saint Brigid is the Saint of springtime.  We listen now to the poem Brigid Alive-O p139
Blessing of water 

The water reminds us of God’s care for us

God sends water to the earth to make plants grow 
We drink water – it keeps us strong and healthy

We use water to keep clean

Let us pray 

God, Creator of the whole world and all the creatures and plants in it, you give us 

Water, one of our most precious gifts.  Today we thank you for the gift of water. 

All 
Thank you God for water


We ask you to bless this water

All of those present make a sign of the cross in the air while the Priest blesses the 

water.  May it remind us of your love of us.

St. Brigid’s Litany
Leader 
Today we honour St. Brigid who always took care of people and animals and God’s earth.  St. Brigid did what Jesus said.  She took care of people who were suffering in different ways.  She shared food with them.  We now ask her to pray for us. 
Response
Pray for us 

St. Brigid, women of prayer  


Response
St. Brigid, generous and kind  

Response
St. Brigid, who fed the hungry  

Response
St. Brigid, who welcomed everyone  

Response
St. Brigid, who spoke about Jesus  

Response
St. Brigid, who lived like Jesus 

Response
St. Brigid, who protects us all


Response
St. Brigid, raised up to heaven

Response
St. Brigid, women of prayer  


Response
Intercessions 
Response 
Lord hear our prayer
Leader
We pray for who are hungry, that they may be fed.  Response
Leader
We pray for people who are lonely, that they will have friends to help them.  Response
Leader
We pray for people who are sad or afraid, that God will help them to be happy.  Response
Leader
You give us food to strengthen us


And clothes to keep us warm 


Help us t follow the example of St. Brigit


By praying every day


And by helping others


We ask this through Christ our Lord


Amen

Sing 
We Sing A Song to Brigid
Alive-O 2 p155
St. Patrick 17 March

All 

Sign of the Cross
Opening Prayer 

Leader
As we light our candle today we remember that God is always with us.  Today we remember St. Patrick who came to Ireland a long time ago to tell people about Jesus.  We begin our time of prayer by singing St. Patrick’s Song  
Alive-O p186

Welcoming the Gospel 

Leader
St. Patrick brought the Good News about Jesus to Ireland.  People were very happy to hear all about Jesus.  They welcomed the message that Patrick brought.  Let us all stand and welcome the Gospel.   

Leader
The Lord be with you

All 
And also with you

Leader 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew

All 
Glory to you Lord

Leader
Matthew 28:16-20 

Leader
This is the Gospel of the Lord

All 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Intercessions

Leader
St. Patrick was very forgiving.  As we pray together we ask God to help us to be forgiving people.

Response
Lord, help us to forgive them
Leader
When people call us names.  Response
Leader 
When people hurt us.  Response
Leader
When people are unfair to us.  Response
Leader
When people steal from us.  Response
Leader
God of love, help us to be like St. Patrick and forgive others.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen
Leader
St. Patrick taught us that there are three persons in One God:  God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  St. Patrick taught us this using the symbol of a shamrock.  St. Patrick also taught us how to pray just like Jesus taught us.  We remember how Jesus taught us how to pray as we say Our Father…………
Closing Prayer

Leader
St. Patrick of Ireland help us we pray, 


to remember God’s love


in our lives everyday. 


St. Patrick of Ireland 


help us we pray,


to remember God’s care


in our lives everyday.


We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  Amen
Sing 
Today and from now on

Alive-O 7 p. 333

Ash Wednesday Prayer Ritual

Choose one song
Wilderness, Alive-O, p204; Alive-O 5, p126



Alive-O 7p336



Do Not Be Afraid, Alive-O 7p295



Beginnings and Endings, Alive-O 5, p 195

All

Sign of the Cross 

Leader 

Today is Ash Wednesday, the first day of the season of Lent. 

Lent is a time when God asks us to come close to Him in friendship.  During Lent, we try to show that we are friends with God in different ways.  Today we admit that sometimes we don’t live like friends of God.   Sometimes we forget about God and hurt other people by the things we do and say.  Today we will put ashes on our heads as a sign that we are sorry. 

Opening Prayer
Father in heaven, 




Help us to know how much you love us;




Help us to see the ways in which we wander away from you. 



During this Lent




Bring us back to you 




And forgive us for any wrong we have done.




We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen
Scripture Reading 
Joel 2:12-15 A Call to Repentance
The adult leaders will distribute ashes by making the sign of the cross on the forehead of each person. 

Leader 

Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel 

All 


Amen
Intercessions

Leader


Let us ask God to bless us during this season of Lent. 

We ask God to forgive us for the times when we were not loving to other people.  Lord in your mercy……….

All


Hear our prayer
Leader
We ask God to help us to say sorry to anyone whom we have hurt.  Lord in your mercy………Response
Leader
We ask God to help us to pray to Him each day of Lent.


Lord in your mercy.……..Response
Leader 
We ask God to help us to share what we have with others.  Lord in your mercy…….Response
Leader
Let us pray together to the Father, using the words that Jesus has given us……...Response
Sing or say
Our Father………
Leader
May God bless us,


May His Son, Jesus, come to help us, 


May the Holy Spirit be with us.

All 
Amen
Leader
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord

All
Thanks be to God

Sing one of the stories from the list at the beginning

Lenten Prayer Service

Choose one song 
Wilderness Alive-O 3, p204, Alive-O 5 p126 Alive-O 7 p336


Do Not Be Afraid Alive-O 7, p295


The Cloud’s Veil Alive-O 6 p121, Alive-O 8 p321

All
Sign of the Cross

Leader
The season of Lent is a time during which we prepare ourselves for the celebration of Easter. 


Jesus spent forty days in prayer and fasting in the desert as He


Prepared to do the Father’s will for Him on earth.


During Lent we prepare for Easter through our efforts to listen 


to God in prayer, by following Jesus, footsteps more closely in 


our lives.  We are gathered here to celebrate our time in preparation during Lent. 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 12:28-34: The greatest commandment of all 

Action Prayer
(With leading children guiding the group from the front)


Jesus went into the desert (lift feet in slow steps)


He stopped (stop)


He fasted (hands over mouth)


He was hungry (hands over stomach)


He looked (hands cupped around eyes)


He listened (hands cupped around ears)


He thought (hands cupped around head)

Jesus came out of the wilderness (slow steps)


He praised God (hands raised)


He loved others (sign of peace with nearest person)

Sing one of the songs in list above

Intercessions

Response
Lord graciously hear us
Leader
Let us pray that we will try to share your love at home


And in school during Lent.


Lord hear us.  Response
Leader
Let us pray that we will have the strength to give up our 


Selfish ways each day.

Lord hear us.  Response
Leader
Let us pray for our parents and teachers who help us to live more like Jesus, at home and in school.

Lord hear us. Response
Leader
Let us pray for all who are ill.  Lord hear us.  Response
Leader
Let us pray for all who are struggling to provide food, clothes and shelter for their families.  


Lord hear us.  Response
Leader
We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.
All
Amen
Choose one song
Go Now in Peace, 

Alive-O 4, p395


Song of the Covenant

Alive-O 5, p185

Lenten Reconciliation Service
Choose one song
My Shepherd is the Lord, Alive-O 4 p236, Alive-O 5 p45, 


Alive-O 7 p308


Circle of Friends Alive-O 4 p27


I’m Sorry Alive-O 3 p226


Song of Repentance Alive-O p314

All
Sign of the Cross
Priest 
May the Lord be in your hearts and help you to know


When you have not been doing God’s will and help you to confess yours sins with true sorrow.  We will now listen to God’s Word as he speaks to our hearts.

Scripture Reading
Matthew 18:10-14 The Lost Sheep or

Luke 15:11-30 The Prodigal Son 

Examination of Conscience 

Response
We are sorry, Lord
Leader
For the time when we have been selfish.  Response
Leader
For the times when we were too busy to listen to others.  Response
Leader
For the times when we didn’t share.  Response
Leader 
For the times when we were fighting and arguing.  Response
Leader
For the times when we didn’t treat other people or their property well.  Response
Leader
For the times when we didn’t try to do our best in school.  Response
Prayer for Forgiveness

O’ my God, help me to remember the times

When I didn’t live as Jesus asked me to.

Help me to be sorry and to try again.  Amen
Liturgy of Reconciliation

The priest invites all to kneel and to say the Confiteor together followed by one of 

the songs listed at the beginning.

Priest 
Let us pray together to the Father in the words which Jesus taught us.  Our Father……….
Individual Confession
Let us pray together to the Father in the words which Jesus taught us.  Our Father……
Concluding Prayer
Thank you God, for the gift of your love and forgiveness.  Be with us as we try to share our love and forgiveness with others.  Give us courage and strength to live more like you each day.  We make our prayers through Christ, our Lord.  Amen
Sing 
Hymn from list above.

The Stations of the Cross

Sing
Stabat Mater, Alive-O 4 p313, Alive-O 6 p. 256

Today we follow the way of Jesus as He travelled on His difficult journey to Calvary.  He carried a heavy cross on His shoulder as the onlookers laughed at Him and jeered Him.  His friends were afraid to stand up to Him while He suffered for their selfishness and for our selfishness
First Station 
Jesus is condemned to death
Leader
We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.

All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  
Leader
Jesus was condemned to death


We remember this moment (pause)

We join our hands and we pray for people who are


bullied by others (join hands and pause)
All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey  Guide us on our way.

Second Station 
Jesus receives the cross

Leader 
We adore You. O Christ, and praise you 

All 
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.

Leader
We remember Jesus as He received the cross


He felt it as it pressed on His shoulder


We remember this moment (pause)

We join our hands and remember people who have just received bad news (join hands and pause)
All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey  Guide us on our way.

Third Station 
Jesus fall the first time

Leader
We adore You. O’Christ, and we praise You

All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  

Leader
We go down on one knee


We bow our heads


We are with Jesus as He tripped 


The solders watched Him


Jesus felt weak 


We remember this moment (pause)

We join our hands and we pray for all people


Who are laughed at by others

All
Jesus Christ, Son of God we remember Your journey, 


Guide us on our way.

Fourth Station 
Jesus meets his Mother
Leader
We adore You, O’Christ, and we praise You.

All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  We are with Jesus as he meets his Mother, Mary.  She was with Hm in His struggle


We remember this moment (pause)

We join our hands and we thank God for the help of family and friends

All 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Fifth Station 
Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry the Cross
Leader
We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You

All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  


We put our hands one under the other


We hold them out to one side


Now, we are like Simon, ready to help Jesus carry and hold the cross.  


Simon did not expect to be asked


It was a hard job


We remember this moment (pause)

We join hands and we ask God to help one another, at home and at play.

All 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Sixth Station 
Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 

Leader 
We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You 

All 
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  (pause) 

We stretch out our hands.  Turning the palms upwards.  Like Veronica, for a moment we reach out.  She wiped the face of Jesus with a towel.  She did not have to be asked to help. 


We join hands and we thank God for all the people who work to help others. 
All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Seventh Station 
Jesus falls the second time
Leader
We adore You. O Christ and we praise You.

All 
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  We go down on both knees.  We bow our heads and put our hands on our knees

Jesus falls the second time. He is really suffering


We remember this moment.  (pause)

We join our hands and pray to God for people who are suffering in the world today.

All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Eighth Station 
Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem

Leader 
We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.

All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  Jesus spoke to the women of Jerusalem

He told them not to cry for Him


We remember this moment (pause)

We join our hands and we thank God for all the people who listen to us and care for us.

All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Ninth Station 
Jesus fall the third time 

Leader 
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you.

All
Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.  Let us go down on both knees


Jesus has fallen for the third time.  He is completely exhausted.  He is suffering a lot.





We remember this moment (pause)
We join hands and we pray for people who find life difficult at this moment.
All



Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey

Guide us on your way.

Tenth Station 


Jesus is stripped of His clothes
Leader



We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.

All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  We remember when Jesus was stripped of His clothes.  The soldiers did not care about how He was feeling and suffering.


They just wanted His clothes for themselves.


We remember this moment (pause)

We join our hands and we think of the poor people of this world.  

All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Eleventh Station 
Jesus is nailed to the Cross
Leader
We adore You, O Christ and we praise You.
All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  We stretch out our arms.  We remember the way that Jesus was stretched on the cross.


His back was arched in pain as He was nailed to the cross.  We remember this moment.  (pause)

We join our hands and we pray for people who suffer a lot at the moment especially those who are in hospital.

All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Twelfth Station 
Jesus dies on the Cross

Leader
We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.

All
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  We stretch out our arms once more.


We bow our heads.


Jesus hung on the cross.


Some jeered Him;  His mother and friends supported Him.  Then he died.  

We remember this moment. (pause)  We join our hands and we give thanks that Jesus showed God’s love to the very end.  

All
Jesus Christ, Son of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.
Fourteen Station 
The body of Jesus is laid in the tomb

Leader 
We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You

All 
Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world.  We cross our arms over our chest.  The body of Jesus is wrapped in linen.  It was carried to a new tomb.  They rolled a stone over the opening to close up the tomb.  We remember this moment (pause).  We join our hands and we spend a moment praying for people we know who have died.  

All 
Jesus Christ, Song of God, we remember Your journey.  Guide us on our way.

Sing 
Stabat Mater Alive-O 4 p313, Alive-O 6 p256
Leader
Jesus Christ, Son of God,


You were sent by your Father to bring us the Good News.  You never stopped sharing God’s love among us.  On Easter Sunday you rose again to new life.


You ask us to live like You so that we will live with You forever in Your new life.  We make our prayer through Christ Our Lord.  Amen




Glory be…….

All



Sing of the Cross
Easter Prayer Service – Resurrection

Mary Magdalene meets the Risen Jesus 

As the Paschal Candle is lit

Sing 


This is the Day 
Alive-O 6 p268

All


Sing of the Cross
Opening Prayer

One of the first people to meet the Risen Jesus after the Resurrection was Mary Magdalene.  She was a good friend of Jesus and she was very upset when she came to the tomb on Easter Sunday and saw that the body of Jesus was gone.  We are gathered here to celebrate the new life that Jesus brings. 

Leader 

Mary Magdalene was broken hearted when Jesus was killed on Good Friday.  She was very sad.  But all that changed on Easter Sunday when she became the first to meet the risen Jesus.  Let us listen to the story of how is happened. 

Leader 

(raising arms)

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

All


(raising arms) 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Leader 


John 20:11-17 Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene
All


(raising arms) 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Leader


Mary Magdalene ran to tell her friends about the risen Jesus.  With her we raise our arms and say:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen.

All


(raising arms) 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Leader
Mary Magdalene, the Risen Jesus calls her name.  With her we raise our arms and say Alleluia! Christ is risen, Alleluia!

All 


(raising arms) 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Concluding Prayer

We give thanks to God for his special time together to pray and to reflect on the happenings of Easter Sunday.  May we always live as an Easter people with a spirit of joy and hope.  

All 


Sign of the Cross
Choose one song
Christ be Beside Me 

Alive-O 3 p169




Christ be Our Light

Alive-O 8 p273

Easter Prayer Service: Celebrating the Risen Jesus

As the Paschal Candle is lit
All

Sign of the Cross

Opening Prayer

We are gathered here today to celebrate the Risen Jesus.  We know that Jesus died on Good Friday and rose to new life on Easter Sunday.  We meet the Risen Jesus at Mass and when we celebrate the Sacraments.  We meet Him in the word of God and we meet Him in one another. 

Sing 

Easter Alleluia Alive-O 4 p304

Leader 
Let us show by how we live, that we believe in the Risen Jesus. 
All 

Amen

Scripture
Choose one Gospel Story 



Jesus is Alive




Mk 20:24-29



Jesus appears to Seven Disciples 

Jn   1:1-12



Jesus and Thomas 



Jn   20:24-29



Jesus appears to Two Disciples 

Lk   24:13-33

Sing

Easter Alleluia (as above)

Leader

Let us show by how we live that we believe in the Risen Jesus. 

All 

Amen

Sing 

Easter Alleluia (as above)

Leader

Let us show by how we live that we believe in the Risen Jesus. 

All

Amen

Sing 

Easter Alleluia (as above)

Concluding Prayer


We thank you Jesus for the gift of life and for the gift of life with others.  We thank you for the gift of the Eucharist, which nourishes our faith and our life.  We pray that we will always recognise your presence. 

All 

Sign of the Cross 

Sing 

Happy in the Presence Alive-O 4 p325-326
Easter Prayer Service: Resurrection

Jesus, Set Things Right
As the Paschal Candle is lit
Choose one song 





Do this in Memory 

Alive​-O 4 p393




Christian Community

Alive-O 5 p285




Nicene Creed 


Alive-O 8 p308




All the Nations on Earth
Alive-O 8 p267

All


Sign of the Cross
Leader


Jesus, set things right




Within, with others, with the world

Scripture 

Mk 4:35-41 The Story of the Calming of the Storm

All/Response

Jesus, set things right




Within, with others, with the world

Leader


Close your eyes…..




Picture that storm…..




Tossing about………….




Nervous and anxious…….




Battered by the waves…….




We sometimes feel like that inside……..




When there are storms within us………..

All/Response

Jesus, set things right




Within, with others, with the world

Leader


Relationship can go through stormy waters……..




When we are not on good terms with others…….

All/Response

Jesus, set things right




Within, with others, with the world

Leader


Sometimes it seems that the whole world is caught in a 




Storm……And we feel life is tossing us around on high waters.

All/Response

Jesus, set things right




Within, with others, with the world

Leader


We now pray the prayer that Jesus taught us, Our Father……..

All 


Sign of the Cross

Sing


Song of the Sea of Galilee 
Alive-O 5 p91
May is the Month of Mary

All 


Sign of the Cross

Leader

As we light our candle at the May altar, we remember that this is the month in which we remember Mary.

Choose one Song 


Mary, our Mother 

Alive-O 4 p314


Stabat Mater


Alive-O 4 p313

Magnificat 


Alive-O 8 p304

Reader 

This is reading from the Gospel according to Luke 1:39-45

A short time later Mary hurried to a town in a the hill country of Judea.  She went into Zechariah’s home, where she greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting her baby moved within her.  The Holy Spirit came upon Elizabeth.  Then in a loud voice she said to Mary:  God has blessed you more than any other women!  He also blessed the child you will have.  Why should the mother of the Lord come to me?  As soon I heard your greeting, my baby became happy and moved within me.  The Lord has blessed you because you believed that He will keep His promise.
The word of the Lord

All 

Thanks be to God

Leader 
Let us pray in movement as well in word

Leader

Hail Mary, full of grace.  with actions


Arms outstretched at the side, palms facing upwards
All

Repeat using same actions
Leader 
The Lord is with thee.  Arms lifted high above the head
All

Repeat using the same actions
Leader
Blessed art thou among women.  Arms outstretched in front, palms facing upwards
All 
Repeat using the same actions
Leader 
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Cradle and gently rock the ‘baby’ in arms

All 
Repeat using the same actions
Leader
Holy Mary, Mother of God.  Arms lifted high above the head again
All
Repeat using the same actions 

Leader
Pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.  Heads bowed, hands joined.

All
Repeat using the same actions
Leader
Amen hands raised high over head, palms facing upwards
All
Repeat using the same actions

All 
Sign of the Cross

Choose one song

Mary, our Mother 
Alive-O 4 p314

Stabat Mater 

Alive-O 4 p313

The Magnificat 
Alive-O 8 p304
Feast of Ascension

As the paschal Candle is lit

All 
Sign of the Cross
Opening Prayer

God our Father, we give you thanks for the gift of Jesus in our lives.  At this time we celebrate the feast of Ascension, which takes place forty days after Easter Sunday.  On this day we remember that Jesus left His disciples and ascended into heaven.  He promised He would not leave them alone and He would be with them always until the end of time.  He is still with us today and we live our daily lives. 
Choose one song

Happy in the Presence 
Alive-O 4 p325

I will be the Vine 

Alive-O 6 p192

Christ be our Light

Alive-O 8 p273
Leader 
Jesus told His friends “It will not always be easy to follow me.  I am going back to the Father.  I will ask Him to send you a special gift to help you.  We have special gifts and talents that God has given us.  We can add these gifts and talents to those of others and we can build a better world.  Together we can follow the Risen Jesus.

Scripture 
Choose one story 



What Jesus’ followers Must Do
Mt 28:16-20



The Parable of the Talents 

Mt 25: 14-28, 31-37

Intercessions
Response
Blessed be God 

Leader 
Jesus asks to use our talents…….Response
Leader 
We can hear what people need with our ears……Response
Leader

We can help people with the work of our hands….Response
Leader

We can go where people are in need with our feet……Response
Leader

We can love people with our heart…..Response
Leader
Blessed are you, Lord of all creation, through your goodness we have our talents to offer…….Response
All 

Blessed be God forever
All

We pray the words that Jesus taught his friends: Our Father

Leader

God our Father we thank you for this time of prayer.  We thank you for the many gifts and talents among our families and friends.  Help us always to appreciate your goodness.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen
All 

Sing of the Cross
Choose one Song 



Use What You’re Given
Alive-O 5 p335



Community Song

Alive-O 5 p355
Feast of Pentecost

As the Paschal Candle is lit

All



Sing of the Cross 
Choose one song







Come Holy Spirit 


Alive-O 8 p278





Tar Chugam, a Spioraid Naomh
Alive-O 8 p320





Song of the Baptism 


Alive-O 5 p406

Opening Prayer

On Pentecost we remember the day that the Holy Spirit came on the disciples.  They became more loving people because of the power that was given them.  As we celebrate this feast we also can become empowered by the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

Scripture 


Acts of the Apostles 2:1-13
Intercessions

Response


Holy Spirit, fill our hearts and our minds

Leader

Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus told us about love.  Love one anther as I have loved you.  Response

Leader 

Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus told us about including everyone.  Response 

Leader

Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus told us about our neighbour.  Love your neighbour as yourself.  Response

Leader 

Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus told us about prayer.  Response

Leader 

Holy Spirit, remind us what Jesus told us about God.  Response

All 
Our Father
Prayer (1) 

Holy Spirit, Spirit of God

Light our lives move our hearts

Be our guide today

Prayer (2)

Holy Spirit, I want to do what is right, help me 

Holy Spirit, I want to live like Jesus, guide me

Holy Spirit, I want to pray like Jesus, teach me

All 
Sign of the Cross

Choose one song 


Fan the Flame


Alive-O 8 p285


Spirit Filled Day

Alive-O 8 p318


Veni Creator Spiritus 

Alive-O 8 p329


Whatsoever you do 

Alive-O 5 p 209
A Service for Ordinary Time (Post Pentecost)

Where do we Go From Here?

Leader 

Sign of the Cross 

As we gather today we light our candle as a sign that God is always with us.  Today we are going to thank God for the gift of faith that God has given us.  Jesus showed us by word and deed how to live out this faith in our lives. 

Opening Prayer 

Dear God, we ask you to help us to live as you asked us.  Help us to be grateful for the gift of faith and help us in faith as we learn together at home, in school and in our parishes.  Amen
Song


Parish Anthem 
Alive-O 6 p291
Scripture Reading 
We will now listen to the Parable of the Mustard Seed 



Mark 4:30-32

Leader


Let us now reflect on our gift of faith




We all have faith…...pause



Where did that faith come from?......pause



At our Baptism we all received the gift of faith…..pause



Was it the size of a mustard seed?........pause



Has it grown?.....pause



Who helped you grow in faith?..........pause
Sing 


Acclamation of Faith 
Alive-O 7 p275
Leader
Sometimes it takes courage to live out our faith.  The Apostles gave us great example of how they live in faith and continued the work which Jesus has started. 

Scripture Reading

Choose one passage



Acts 2: 43-47 
Life among the Lord’s Followers


Acts 3: 1-10 
Peter and John Heal a Blind Man 


Acts 8: 4-8   
The Good News is Preached in Samaria

Intercessions

At confirmation we are given the gifts of the Spirit.  As we pray here today we pray that these gifts will bear fruit in our lives.  We ask God to help us use our gifts so that we may be witnesses to our faith.  

Response
Lord hear our prayer
Reader
Help us Lord, to be people of joy.  Help us to find joy in the people we meet every day.  Response
Reader
Help us Lord, to be people of patience.  Help us to be patient with everybody we meet everyday.  Response
Reader
Help us Lord, to be the people of peace.  Help us to make peace at home, in school and everywhere we go.  Response
Reader
Help us Lord, to be people of goodness.  Help us to see the good in others and to make decisions which bring out the goodness within ourselves. Response
Reader
Help us Lord to be people of kindness.  Help us to treat those we meet with kindness through our actions and our deeds.  Response
Reader
Help us Lord, to be people of self-control.  Help us to recognise and t get rid of our selfish ways.  Help us always to do what is right. Response
We ask these prayers through Jesus to the Father as we say Our Father………

Leader
I would now ask you to be witnesses to your faith as we say together The Apostles Creed…….
Closing Prayer

Dear Lord, we ask you to guide us and protect us as we journey on our paths through life.  Stay with us always and help us to feel the power of your love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen
Sing



Go Tell Everyone

Alive-O 7 p301



Community Song

Alive-O 5 p355

St. Brendan 16 May

Leader
As we light our candle today we remember that Christ is our light guiding us on our way.
All

Sign of the Cross
Leader
We gather today to celebrate St. Brendan the navigator.  God was with Him as He journeyed and God is with us today and always as we journey together. 

 Let us sing:  Christ Be Our Light (Alive-O 6 p110, Alive-O 8 p.273)
Leader

St. Brendan heard about the land of God’s promise


He wanted to go there



Together with His monks he made a great journey



They explored the sea



They saw something of how wonderful God is



They saw how wonderful God’s creation is 



Together we pray that God will be with us on our journeys.

All

Journey Prayer


Arise with me in the morning,



Travel with me through each day



Welcome me on my arrival 



God, be with me all the way.



Amen

St. Brendan’s Litany  - Response
St. Brendan pray for us 
Reader

Brendan help us to love the world as you did.  Response
Reader

Help us to be amazed about the creatures of the world.  Response
Reader

Help us to work together in this school. Response
Reader

Help us to be excited about what we learn.  Response
Leader
Let us pray the prayer that Jesus taught and that Brendan and his monks used long ago.   Our Father……..
Closing Prayer

Leader
Dear Lord, we thank you for being with us today as we pray together.  Stay with us always and guide us.  We ask this through Christ our Lord  Amen
Sing 

St. Brendan’s Banana Boat
Alive-O 5 p369
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