Things to do in the classroom
The Irish Bishops Conference launched a pastoral reflection on climate change last year called ‘The Cry of the Earth.’  It is an invitation to reflect on the challenges of climate change and the actions we can take to address its consequences.  In the opening foreword of this document Cardinal Seán Brady encourages ‘all people of goodwill to reflect urgently on how we can work together to take more responsible care of our planet now and for the sake of generations yet unborn.’  Our earth is complex, with systems of life that are interdependent and finely balanced.  Small changes in one part of the planet’s rhythms and systems can have real consequences for the whole of the Earth, which makes climate change one of the most critical issues of our time.  

Celebrating and Enjoying Creation

As stewards of God’s creation we have a responsibility to care for and celebrate creation. How can we do this?  

We are very luck here in Ireland as we have some beautiful scenery which helps us keep alive our sense of awe and wonder.  However, when we pass the same lake, mountain or coastline every day, we can tend to lose sight of it.  It is important to take time to look again, to look with child-like eyes, as if seeing it for the first time.  Look again at creation:  the sky, stars, plants, trees, animals, water.
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Activity

· Gather some pictures and make a class collage called 
‘Our beautiful World.’ 

· Where is your favourite place?  Why not visit it this 
week and take a chance to explore, enjoy and notice it again.  

Environmental Crisis 

Our weather patterns are changing and becoming more unpredictable. Our natural resources are running out. The amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is increasing which is upsetting the balance that is necessary to keep the planet at the right temperature to support life.  The gasses trap more heat and the temperatures are increasing, this is known as global warming.  The two main effects of global warming are that sea levels will rise and climates will change resulting in floods, dryer climates, droughts which effects food supply etc. 

Human activity contributes to the increase of greenhouse gases, especially carbon dioxide, methane, and CFCs in the atmosphere.  We are burning too much fossil fuels, removing forests, over-fishing, using too much plastics and packaging which leads to an increase in the amount of CFCs in the atmosphere.  There is an increase in the amount of methane in the atmosphere, which comes mainly from decaying matter in landfill sites. 

Care for the earth

We need to become active in our role as stewards of creation. We need to cherish and protect our planet. To do this we can:

· Calculate our carbon footprint and look at ways to offset it.

· Reduce our usage of fossil fuels and use renewable resources.

· Use greener fuels in our vehicles and use them less, cycle, walk or use public transport instead.

· Encourage energy conservation.

· Reduce deforestation and plant more trees.
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Recycle and reuse items in order to reduce the amount of waste going to landfills.

Exercise

· List other ways that you can reduce global warming.  

· Look at your house and list the changes that you could make there. 
· Make a personal commitment to play your part.

How can we get involved?

· Get informed. What are the critical issues? What are the affects of Climate change? What do we have to do to help care for the earth and its people?

· Take some time for personal reflection, what do you already do to celebrate and care for creation? What would you like to do more of?  Less of?  or  What would you like to start doing? 

· Launch an awareness campaign in your school for the duration of Kerry Earth Week, using sacred spaces, prayer services, reflections, a thought for the day, posters, power point presentations, notice boards etc.

· Try to reawaken your and others’ sense of awe and wonder to the beauty around us.
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Hold a day to ‘Care for Creation’ in your school perhaps you could organise a quiz or a tree planting ceremony.

· Make a commitment to use less electricity at home or school. 
· Have a photo exhibition on ‘Our beautiful World’ or on 
the ‘Effects of Climate Change.’

· Do a school/parish/class/home audit of how green you are.

· Encourage people to check their carbon footprint and how to offset it.

· Make posters to inform people about Kerry Earth Week, or posters that give people ideas on what they can do to combat climate change.

· Give a talk at mass about our role as stewards of God’s creation.

· Invite in a guest speaker on caring for our environment.
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Useful Websites
· www.carbonfootprint.com
· www.ecocongegationsireland.org and www.ctbi.org.uk for information and resources
· www.nanonaglebirthplace.ie 

· www.change.ie
· www.fairtrade.ie
· www.sei.ie
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Prayer

Lord, thank you for each moment,

for the beauty of our world,

the music,

the child’s eyes,

for the sunlight,

the touch

the tears, 
for the gentle breeze,

the dark night skies,

the breathing,

for the life and love and heart in me.
Amen.
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