November the Month to Remember 
During the month of November we remember in a special way those who have died. For any person the death of a family member or friend can be a moment of great change. The price we pay for loving someone is the grief we experience after their death. 
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Introduction: We remember those that we have known that have gone before us: family and friends, also to remember those who have no one to pray for them. 
 Reflection: Autumn Churchyard

Do not search me down among the marble headstones

Where rooks on November branches

Make gathering cry for the dying year

Do not look for me where summer’s leaves

Decay on waves of winter grass

Do not imagine me as you last saw me

Pale, bruised and empty of life

I am not here

But see that shaft of sunlight

Which spots the grey dark lake of late November

On the heather hillside of Donegal

Or listen to the thrush

Squeeze out the last notes of its sunny summer song

Or hear the laughter
I splashed in my sister’s face

On the sun drenched beach that summer before I left you

I go on playing not where winter withers

But where spring

Is eternal.

             ( John McCullagh)
Reading: Luke 7:11–17. The Widow of Nain.

Candle Lighting: Everyone is invited to call out one or more names from their leaf/leaves and to light their small candle from the central candle and place their candle on their leaf/leaves in the centre of the floor. When everyone is finished we will sit in silence for a short time.

Intercessions

For all who mourn today:

That they may feel the healing power of Christ in the midst of their pain and grief.

Let us pray to the Lord, Lord, hear our prayer.

For those whom we remember at this time:

In baptism they were given the pledge of eternal life, may they now be admitted to the company of the saints.

Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.

For the whole Church:

That we may prepare worthily for an hour of our death, when God will call us by name to pass from this world to the next.

Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reflection: We will reflect on the good qualities of those we are remembering – which of these would you like to more adopt in your own lives – considering how you will make the most of the life that you now have …. We will end this period of reflection with Our Father said together.

Final Prayer: Loving God, we thank you for the opportunity to come together with you to remember those of our families and friends that have gone before us. We trust in your love for all people and pray that each of those we have remembered will always be in your loving presence and that we may know and share your love at all times during our lives. This prayer we make through Christ Our Lord.
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